CLEM RENOUF
President Rotary International, 1978-79
by Cl em Renouf

Pr ef ace

Ordinary men — extraordi nary opportunities

Wien | was invited to contribute to this history | contenplated witing
excl usi vel y about ny experiences as a Fotarian, with particular refer-
ence to the presidency, but | was persuaded to go beyond that, to wite a
bi ographi cal sketch of ny life, realising that one's Rotary experiences
don't occur inisolation, but influence and are influenced by the factors and
events that shape our personal lives. For there is, in the view of nany
Rotarians, a certain aura surrounding the presidency (not the president)
whi ch nakes the of fice seemrenote and beyond the reach of all but a very
privileged or very gifted few If this biographical sketch of the life of an
ordinary Rotarian dispels that nyth and encourages others to realise the
full potential of their Rotary nenbership it will have served its purpose.

d em Renouf
June 1997

141



Gowing Up — 1921- 1940

Rotary takes ordinary nen and gi ves themextraordi nary opportunities to
do nore with their lives than they had ever dreaned possible.

As | prepared at the 1977 Qonvention of Rotary International in San
Francisco for fornal election to serve as president in 1978-79, | realised
that any one of hundreds at that convention, given the sane opportunities |
had been given, could be in ny shoes that day. This conviction was echoed
inny renarks followng the fornal election:-

| stand before you to-day, not as a captain of industry fromone of the
great industrial or conmercial cities of the world; not as the head of one
of the great institutions of learning, nor as a fanous business or polit -
i c a I
figure —but as one who has earned his living, as nost of you have, in a
relatively small community, and has grown up in Rotary in the intinate
at nosphere of an average si zed cl ub.

| am here because Rotary takes ordinary nen, and gives them extra-
ordinary opportunities to do nore wth their lives than they had ever
dreaned possible. | amhere because Rotary cares about peopl e.

| believe that sincerely, because it has been ny experience and the
experience of scores of ny friends whose |ives have been enriched beyond
neasure sinply because they have seen in their Rotary nenbership an
opportunity to use the organisational strength and structure and
integrity of our novenent to add a new dinension to their lives, in
service to others. Qily a fewof themhave served as RI. President, but the
contribution of nany of themwho have not served in that office has been
just as significant, and just as reward ng.

I was born in Ingham (North Queensland) on April 19, 1921, two days
before Rotary cane to Australia and, co-incidentally, on the birth date of
Pau Harris. | am the eldest of a famly of six. V& lived nost of
ny childhood in Hardy Sreet —wel | naned, for they were tough tines for
everyone. Qur hone was a typical Queenslander, but not as high
off the ground as nany, perched on stunps about 4 feet (1.2 m)
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hi gh. Judged by to-day's standards it was pretty basic, but we thought it
was better than nost. Looking back, | wonder how ny parents nanaged to
raise six children under conditions which to-day would be regarded as
quite primtive.

There were no “nod. cons.” as we know them — no refrigerator, no
di shwasher, no T.V., no vacuum cl eaner, no washi ng nachi ne. The cl ot hes
dryer was in the backyard —several lengths of wre strung between posts,
wth the added |uxury of the fence around the house to accommodate any
excess. Wien Mimdid the washing (which was just about every day) she
had to boil up the “copper” (a large copper receptacle) over a wood fire
and transfer the hot water to tubs on the bench, scrubbing the clothes on a
contraption known as a scrubbing board, conprising an oblong frane in
whi ch was nounted a thick sheet of corrugated glass. Like nost nothers of
that tine, she believed passionately in bringing the copper to the boil, and
having it gurgle vigorously as the clothes were i nmersed in the bubbling
mxture of “Sunlight” soap and washing soda, guaranteed to kill every
germ vwhich ever threatened to infect her precious brood. | think it
vorked, for ny recollection is that we suffered less than to-day's chil -
dren from colds and ‘flu and the nyriad other childhood illnesses that
afflict them

The house was built on an acre (4,000 square netres) of land. Vé
always had at |east one mlking Jersey cow which supplied adequate quan-
tities of fresh nilk and cream —the creamski nmed of f the top of the mlk
after it had been left to stand for sone tine in alarge bow. V& also had a
fow house and enclosed fow yard. Al kitchen scraps, wth occasional
grain suppl enent, were converted into eggs. | suspect the calves were
traded wth the butcher for fresh neat. And we grew a few veget abl es.

Toward the rear of the allotnent was a large shed (we called it “the
i npl enent shed”) in which dad assenbl ed the nachinery which he sol d.
In those days Massey Harris ploughs and other farminpl enets. were sent
up by rail in large woden packing cases, to be unpacked and assenbl ed in
that shed. It’s a wonder |'mnot nore adept at putting sinple nechanical
contrivances together. Qoviously such skills are acquired, not inherited. |
guess by today’ s standards we lived rather primtively, but we didn't think
so, for that was the way nost peopl e |ived.

Athough | was born in Ingham ny parents were living in Qoncurry at
the tine, numconing in to “civilisation” and to be near her own nother
for ny birth. Dad tells the story of having received a tel egram announci ng
the event in the words “Cenent arrived this norning — 7 pounds”. The
telegraph operator was accustomed to receiving telegrans for dad
advising the arrival of a variety of hardware, so he knew “denent” was
just a sinple ms-spelling of the word “cenent”.

He represented Burns Philp, large general nerchants with their North
Queensl and head office in Townsville. Based in Qoncurry he travel l ed out
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over a wde area into places such as Ganooweal , U andangi e, Tenants O eek
and deep into the Northern Territory, selling hardware and supplies to the
stores and station owiers scattered through that vast and
sparsel y popul ated region. There were fewroads. My tines | have heard
Ced tell of falling asleep at the wheel at night, leaving the track he was
followng, and bei ng anakened by the noise of a herd of goats into which he
had bl under ed.

| have seen photos (how ! woul d |ike to have themnow) of the car he used
to drive, wth a couple of cases of Shell notor spirit strapped to the run-
ning board, each case containing two 4 gallon tins. Those cases nade great
cupboards, stacked one on top of the other, disguised wth a covering of
colourful cretonne naterial. And the tins had a hundred uses. Recycling
was not then just an environnental option. It was an economc necessity.

Wil e he was there M. Isa was discovered. Dad used to tell the story of
his having net M. Mles on his return (presunably to doncurry) from
a prospecting trip wth a bag of sanples for despatch for assay. According
to Dad, the nan who discovered M. Isa (and naned it after his wife) said
inresponse to Dad's questions: “M. Renouf, one can never be certai n what
lies beyond the point of the pick. But if this is as good as | think
it is, it wll be the greatest nineral discovery in the country.” He was
right!

| can rightly (and proudly) claimto have been born into a pioneering
famly living on the edge of civilisation, accepting inconveniences we
woul d not suffer to-day; they were typical of a generation fromuwhich we
have inherited so nuch which has enriched our Iives.

Infinancial terns, | amfree of debt. | have worked hard for years to get
to that point, and at the sane tine build an asset base which will provide
security for ne and ny loved ones for whatever tine is left to us onthis
earth. But in the process | have incurred an enornous debt to others — and
to none nore than to ny parents. They nust have nade huge
personal sacrifices for us, wthout conplaint or even conment. They j ust
accepted that this was the price one paid for the privilege of having a
famly.

There was no high school in Ingham but they were determined that all
six of us would have equal opportunity for a secondary education; and so we
each spent two years away at either Thornburgh or B ackheath ol lege at
Charters Tovers, as boarders. | knowit was the turning point inny life,
not only because of what | |earned, but al so because of the exanpl e they set
in establishing priorities of fundanental inportance; and the experience
of living at a boarding school under the influence of such great personal -
itiesas Ir. TR MKenzie. Nothing | have ever achieved in the years which
fol l oned woul d have been possibl e had they not nade that sacrifice.

If 1 vere to be asked which of theminfluenced ne nost, | think I woul d
say “ny nother” —and in that there would be no disrespect to dad. He
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carried the burden of earning a living to support his young famly at a tine
when it wasn't easy. He did it on his own, wthout the benefit of a famly
inheritance or of an already established famly business.

In the years inmediately prior to his narriage he had been on active
service during the whol e of Vérld Vér 1. He wasted no tine in vol unteer -
ing. Hs lowreginental nunber 469 is evidence of that. he joined the 2nd.
Australian Light Horse Reginent on 22 August 1914, and left Australia
wth the first contingent to sail for Gllipoli.

He once showed ne a diagramof the ships’ fornation, with his ship on
the starboard side of the fornation, and slightly ahead and to starboard a
Japanese crui ser providing protection.

Little could he have known or inagined then that less than 30 years
later he woul d have a son droppi ng bonbs on Japanese warships from an
aeroplane. Arcraft had yet to be used as instrunents of war, and in any
case Japan was then a third or fourth rate nation, never likely to
chal l enge the might of the British enpire. Like so nany of his generation,
he talked little of his four years and 157 days of active service on Gilipoli
and in the desert canpaign. | know they had a tough tine, and paid for it
wth inpaired heal th.

But he adjusted quickly to the return to civilian life, narried, reared
a fanily and worked, initially (as previously stated) as a sal es represen-
tative for Burns Philp, later returning to Inghamas Secretary of the | ocal
CGanegrovers’ Associ ation, and then in business on his own account selling
farmnachi nery, fertilisers and cars.

But he was not to knowthat injust a fewyears, before he could becone
securely established in business, the great flood and cyclone of 1927
woul d have a devastating effect on his enterprise. The cyclone ripped the
roof off the inplement shed at the rear of our allotnent and flung it into
the adjoining railway yard. The flood roared straight through his shop,
carrying everything before it — even notor cars on the floor. A
lesser nan would have given up. But with a wfe and five children to
provide for, he re-stocked and took on sone new |ines.

Then cane the great depression. These were desperate tines, etched
indelibly on ny mnd. To be eligible for “relief”, nen were required to
search for work. If you just sat at hone, you starved. And so nen
travelled fromtown to town in search of work, and rations. The cheapest
node of transport was to “junp the rattler” —to hitch a free ride under
tarpaulins on the freight trains. As they slowed down approaching the
Ingham station, with their swags on their backs they would leap from
under the tarpaulins and rush for cover, to evade the police waiting to
arrest themfor travelling wthout a ticket.

The gully which bisected our allotnent and then ran down al ong one
boundary to the railway station offered cover. | have vivid nenories of
lines of nen, running crouched al ong that depression (an apt description)
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to canp in the railway goods sheds. Apparently there was no |aw agai nst
free occupancy of railway property provided it was stationary ! O course
nmany of themwoul d cone to our hone for a hand-out. V¢ didn’'t have much,
but Mim was a good cook and we had a couple of cows and
poultry, so we shared what we had.

(ne can only inagine the inmense strain upon Dad during those dark
days — and also on Mm Perhaps it was fortunate that Vérld Vér 11
brought an end to the desperation of the depression years, providing full
enpl oynent. Dad enlisted for full-tine duty wth the Vol unteer Defence
Qorps, and served for two or three years on guard duty at the Garbutt air -
field a Townsville.

It was while he was there that | had the opportunity to take himup wth
ne in a Beaufort boniber which | was test-flying before going up to MIne
Bay to join 6 Squadron. It nust have been as big a thrill for himas it was
for ne; but | wonder what misgivings he had flying with a son (then aged
22) who just a fewyears earlier couldn't drive a car.

Perhaps he thought, as so nany do who have not flown, that wth a cou-
ple of hundred hours in ny log book | was a really experienced pilot. |
think I would have agreed at the tine, but not later, wth just on 1700
hours when | was di scharged.

G course, | took himup to Ingham This was too good an opportunity to
mss. V& flewall round the district, Dad excitedly pointing out the farns
of his various custoners; and we flew low along Hardy Sreet, right over
our hone.

Nearing Townsville on the return journey | decided to play a prank on
George Giffith, our navigator, sitting in his accustoned place in the nose
of the aircraft. Rulling the nose up very gradual |y, dropping off airspeed,
| told dad to watch George cone unstuck and float around in his navigator’s
conpartnent. Then | pushed the stick forward suddenly, and to ny horror
dad floated free, arns and I egs flailing as he | eft his seat beside ne and dis-
appeared into the bowel s of the aircraft. he sustained a snall cut on an arm
But it could have been nuch nore serious. Had he grabbed the overhead
handl e used by the pilot to exit fromthe cockpit he woul d have been sucked
out and lost. M blood ran cold when | realised what night have been.
Meantine, George renai ned unnoved, his |egs wapped firny around his
seat. He had been caught that way before!

The opportunity for such experiences cane all too rarely. I'msure he
woul d have wished for a greater sharing of quality tine with his children
before they too becane parents, wth the sane pressures upon them

Not long before he died we were sitting in the lounge at hone tal king
about the past, both of us realising there was not nuch tine left. He
expressed regret that, after a long life, he had little to show for it. He
would | eave no large estate to his famly. Hewas neasuring his life's work
interns of nateria possessions. In one of those rare nonents of insight,
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perfect for the occasion, | reninded himthat he had reared six children,
giving to each a good education, including two years at boarding school .
This had been expensi ve.

“Pop,” | said, “had you chosen to invest that noney in Governnent
bonds at cunul ative interest, to-day you would be a weal thy nan in nate-
rial terns. But you invested it in your fanily. They are the legacy you
leave.” They were words he needed to hear. | wil aways be grateful that |
was led to say them when they were nost needed. | had neglected for too
long to say how nuch he neant to all of us, for by his exanple he influ-
enced us profoundly — unpretentious, industrious, highly intelligent and
extrenely generous in his attitude to others.

But Mimwas really the rock on which the famly structure was built.
She was the elder of the two children of a pioneering sugar cane farner and
his wife wo had taken up land at Giirloch, on the banks of the Herbert
R ver, about five mles fromlngham

Her father, not long before his death, had acquired a second cane farm
froma nei ghbour who had been eaten out by cane beetles and was happy to
have soneone take it over for the nortgage debt he owed. Mim had a
younger brother but at that stage he was not old enough to carry the
burden of running the farns. That fell upon ny grandnother wth the
assistance of the hired Kanaka l|abour (Islanders recruited from the
Mel anesi an | sl ands on three year terns, at the end of which they could re-
engage or be repatriated). She would tell how followng a bout of drink-
ing, they would appear at her isolated farm house at night,
brandi shing cane knives and naking denands which she had no
intention of neeting —and of how she woul d confront them outwardly calm
and stern, but inwardly quaking and fearful. Wat indonmtable
pioneers were our forebears !

M nother grew up under these conditions. She learned early to cope
wWth hardship and desperate circunstances, and it never deserted her.
She al so grew up in a hone which was devoutly religious. Hr father was a
local preacher at the fledgling Mthodist church. Her nother was a devout
Met hodi st —and a biased one. Gowng up in Northern Ireland, she inher-
ited al the religious prejudices for which that country continues to be best
known. She was strongly opposed to such worldly influences as drinking,
dancing and doing any work on  Sunday. A though ny
nother was nore noderate in her attitudes, we were neverthel ess much
nore puritanical than nost of the famlies in our community.

Sunday was for church and Sunday school. Wrk (apart from the
absol ute essentials) was forbidden. After Sunday |unch (typically tinned
sal non, nashed potatoes and peas, all prepared in advance) the bl ankets
woul d be spread out on the open verandah and we would al | sit around read-
ing or playing ganes which invol ved a mni numof physical activity —and
no card ganes! They were sonehow associated with the devil — probably
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because ganbl ers played cards, and ganbling was wong and against the
teaching of the church.

Early inlife | attended neetings of the Band of Hope, and when | was ol d
enough to understand its significance, signed The Hedge, pronising to
abstain fromdrinking al cohol. It is apledge | have kept over al these years
—not just because | signed it, but because of the evidence of its destruc-
tive effect on others. There was a ting, during and for a short tine after
the depression years, wth the enornous strains they created for Dad,
struggling to survive in business, that he sought solace in al cohol. He was
never abusive or unpleasant, but was badly affected by relatively snall
anounts. Knowng it to be adrug of addiction and that his tolerance to it was
low | feared | nay also have inherited a lowlevel of resistance. S | decid-
ed early that there was no point in exposing nysel f to those dangers. | was
always proud of the fact that, wth the advent of |ess worrisone days, Dad
was able to kick the habit, and for the rest of his life was a very noderate
soci @ drinker.

Mmwas an excel lent cook. | can't ever renenber being hungry. She
served us plain, sinple, nutritious neals, but she had the knack of
naki ng them appetising. She did all our sewng. A the commencenent of
each school year we all went off innewoutfits, Mimlining us up for a final
inspection. And she insisted we wear shoes. Mst famlies could ill afford
such | uxuries except for Sunday wear, but we wore themal ways when we
vwere ‘out’. Ve would wear themuntil the sol es had holes in them and then
an inner lining of cardboard would be inserted. | could never understand
why we couldn’t each have two pairs, wearing one pair and having the
other infor repair. | guess the reason was that the capital outlay for eight
extra pairs of shoes was just beyond them

Li ke every good nother, she lived for her fanmily. As we gathered around
her bedsi de just before she died at the age of 77 years —d| six of us — and
as she naned each one of us in turn, | know she knewthat she had done her
best, and that we knew it and appreciated it, even though in that twlight
tine just before her passing we could not find the words to express ade-
quately what was in our hearts. But she lives still inthe lives of each of us
and of our children.

M greatest regret is that she and Dad were not around to share in sone
of the great experiences of our lives, to which they contributed so nuch.

Because | believe we are all in sone neasure a product of the past,
influenced by it in subtle ways not al ways recognised, | have delved a lit -
tleinto the conditions in which ny family lived and worked. It is sobering
toreaise that what we do to-day —how we live and the sort of people we
are — influences others and therefore lives on in themto shape future
gener ati ons.

And so does our schooling, not just solely interns of academic achieve-
nent (or lack of it). | nust confess | can renenber very little of conse-
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quence about ny prinary schooling at the Ingham Sate School. | can't
renenber playing any sport. | never was very good at it.

W al ways had nusic in our hone. Mimwas a church organi st for nany
years, and we had an organ in the |ounge room She also played the nan-
dolin. She tried to teach each of us to play the organ, but in our opposition
we just outnunbered her.

W al so had one of the early radios. It was such a novelty we used to put
it up on a table in the lounge, the speaker pointing out the wndow and
peopl e fromaround the nei ghbourhood woul d gather outside the house, in
the dark, listeningtoit.

BEventual Iy, having passed the schol arship exam wth quite creditable
results, the tine cane for ne to nove on to secondary school . There was no
high school in Ingham which neant if | was to receive further
education, ny parents had to face up to the expense of sending ne to a
boarding school. In fact, theirs was an even bigger decision, for in
sending ne they were also committing thenselves to doing the sane for
five younger children. They wanted to give each of us equal opportunity.

This was 1935. The dark cl ouds of the depression hung heavily over the
| andscape. Busi nesses were goi ng bankrupt. Large nunbers of people were
roamng the country desperately |ooking for work. Dad was struggling to
survive in a business clinate which offered little hope.

Fortunately, ny grandnother offered to help. Infact, asit was told to ne
later, she insisted. She had by nowleased out the two cane farns to which
she had clung so tenaciously over nany years, despite all the
problens, and had retired alone to a hone she had built in town, al nost
opposite where we lived, to spend her remaining years in confortable
retirenent.

A though ny parents shiel ded us fromany sense of financial stringency,
| was ol d enough to be aware of the sacrifice they were naking to give ne
this opportunity. It hurt ne deeply, therefore, in ny first year at
Thornburgh @l lege, to have Ir. MKenzie say, in the end of year report,
that | was ‘resting on the oars’. It was his way of trying to spur ne on, and
perhaps it did But | resentedit, and when | got the opportunity later | took
great delight inputting a natch to that report.

I was emrolled in ten subjects — a rather strange nixture which
included Fench. | soon discovered | had no aptitude for French, so |
approached the principal, who taught the subject, and asked himto let ne
drop it. He pointed out to ne, very firmy, that if | wanted to enter the
mnistry | needed a second language. “But | don't intend beconming a
mnister,” | told him “Ch yes you do,” he said. “Your nother and your
grandnot her want you to.” | didn't want to disappoint them but | felt no
particuar cal to the mnistry. So | continued wth Fench, failed it at
Junior, and therefore didn't qualify for entry to the ministry. Wat a
narrow escape for the church !
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Having tried unsuccessfully to persuade ne to learn nusic, Mim was
deternmined | would get sone culture, so | was enrolled for “art of speech”
and took elocution lessons under Ir. T.R MkKenzie. H was an eninent
teacher and very good Shakesperean actor — and a very denandi ng task
naster. He took a keen personal interest in ne, but his standards were
such that it was al nost inpossible to attain them Early in ny second year,
when | was not quite 15 years old, he entered ne for the open
recitation at the North Queensland B steddfod, conpeting agai nst nature
adults. The piece was Hamet’'s fanous soliloguy on death — “To be or not
tobe. . .” Years later he continued to tell ne, and anyone el se he thought
shoul d be interested, of the thrill it was for himto have this youth, com
peting out of his division, wn the open recitation. For ng, it was nerely
a perfornance. Every inflection, every pause, every enphasis, was his. |
was little nore than a vocal puppet. A the tine “art of speech” was just
another subject. Littledid| reaise howinportant it would be for ne years
later, in public life, where people are often judged (or nisjudged) on
their public speaking ability.

After two years at Thornburgh | passed the Junior examwith a pass
which was better than average (3As. 2Bs. and 3Gs), but nothing to wite
hone about. M top five subjects (the so-called ‘acadenic’ subjects) were
English, Miths A and B Physics and Chemistry. | also did two conmerci al
subj ects — Stenotypi ng (shorthand and typing) and book-keeping, little
realising then how useful they would later be for an accountant who uses a
conput er, where proficiency as a touch-typist has been so useful.

Knowng it was now Enids turn to go to Backheath, | set about
looking for a job. | wanted to work as an articled clerk in a sdlicitor's
office. There was an opening in a local office, but the successful applicant
would be required to pay for the privilege of working there and being
trai ned. That was beyond us. Mre than anything else | wanted to be a
lawyer, but that was denied ne. Now as | ook back over ny life | realise
how fortunate | was to have nissed out, for as have happened on so nany
occasions, the path | have travelled has not always been the one | chose
originaly —but the destination has been the one | have cone to prefer.

BEventual |y, after nonths of searching, | found enpl oynent with a | ocal
accountant and immediately enrolled in an Accountancy course wth The
Heni ngway Robertson Institute. | started on 16/6 ($1.65) per week from
which | paid 5/- (50 cents) on the accountancy course, and 5/- on ny
Ml vern Sar bicycle (both essential for ny work). | enrolled wth the
Federal Institute of Accountants (one of the antecedent bodies to The
Australian Society of Accountants and ultinately the Australian Society of
CP.As) and settled down to study. | enjoyed it. M work conpl enented it.

Because | was studying hard, and getting good results in ny exans, |
was constantly being entrusted wth nore responsible work. | was given
ny own group of clients, for vhoml did tax returns. (The Incone Tax Act
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Ml vern Sar bicycle (both essential for ny work). | enrolled with the
Federal Institute of Accountants (one of the antecedent bodies to The
Australian Society of Accountants and ultinately the Australian Society of
CP. As) and settled down to study. | enjoyed it. M work conpl enented it.

Because | was studying hard, and getting good results in ny exans, |
was constantly being entrusted wth nore responsible work. | was given
ny own group of clients, for whom! did tax returns. (The Incone Tax Act
was not then nearly as conplex as it is to-day.) In fact, when | gained 1st.
honors place in Queensland for Internediate auditing in January, 1939,
ny boss decided | should take over the audit of The Herbert Rver
Canegrovwers’ Association — the organisation of which ny dad had been
Secretary 17 or 18 years earlier. |I'mnot sure | would have been so
trusting, as the enployer of such a raw recruit (not yet 18 years ol d)
and | nust confess to having felt some uncertainty about this new
challenge. But it was great experience, and it hel ped devel op a sense of
responsi bility.

V¢ didn't have adding nachines or calculators in those days. In the
preparation of incone tax returns, we sinply went through the cheque
butts, dissected them on 24 noney colum dissection pads, then
reconciled themw th the hand-witten bank pass books.

M boss was al so the Ingham correspondent for The Townsville Daily
Bulletin —the principal newspaper for that city, and in fact the wole of
North Queensl and. He woul d buy the | ocal paper early in the norning, pick
out itens of interest, re-wite them have themtyped, and put themon the
afternoon train for Townsville, to appear next day in the Townsville press
under the headi ng “I nghamNews”. Qccasional Iy | woul d take over his edi -
torial duties. \ery occasionally we sent in sonething quite origina .

Mich of what | did had little to do wth accountancy in the conventional
sense, but it was good training because it put ne in touch wth people, in
avariety of circunstances. | learned |ater that technical or academc com
petence is no guarantee of success in business, if one lacks the
ability to work wth peopl e.

Bt al the while | was studying hard. | had a study program
updated each fortnight, designed to ensure | would be qualified in
Accounting and Secretarial by ny 21st birthday; and | woul d have but for
the interruption of the war. In fact, after five and a half years of service
inthe RAAF, during which | broke no new ground with ny studies, |
qualified in Accounting just before ny 25th birthday and in Secretarial
the follow ng year.

I vas fortunate that | had good study facilities. In such alarge famly it
woul d have been difficult in our snall hone. But ny grandnother |ived
al nost apposite us, on her own. | used to have al ny neals at hone, but
after the evening neal woul d go over to her hone, where | would study for
several hours, and then go to bed in ny own bedroomat her hone. She was
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a great reader, and respected ny need for quiet. BEvery night, before retir-
ing, she would cut ne a big doubl e cheese sandw ch, thickly buttered on
fresh white bread (I can still tasteit) prepare a cup of cocoa nade on nlk,
and leave a snall spirit stove, filled wth nethylated spirit (the cover
over the bow to prevent evaporation), wth a box of natches beside it. She
really did spoil ne, but she derived great satisfaction fromit, and even
wth ny preoccupation wth study | was conpany. | owe her a great deal .
She was an incredibly strong character.

I wll aways renber her for nany things; her piety;, her thriftiness;
her passion for her garden (“you are nearer Gd' s heart in the garden than
anyvwhere el se on earth” was a frequent saying); her stong faith; her |ove
of reading (which no doubt pronpted her to give ne ny first book which I
treasured for years —a Pocket Oxford D ctionary); and her generosity to
others. | guess nany of those adnirabl e characteristics were the result of
the harsh physical and financial conditions which shaped the |ives of pio-
neers such as she was.

Wienever | felt the going was getting tough, | would wite on a piece of
paper “CWB Renouf AFI1.A” the goal | had set; and just to reassure
nyself that it was all worth while 1'd calculate the difference between an
accountant’s annual salary and a clerk's and nmultiply that by 40 (ny
expected working years). It was a persuasive argunent for investing 5/ -
(50 cents) a week in the course, plus nost of ny spare tine away from
wor K.
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I had been working for three and a half years, and was studying hard in
preparation for ny final accountancy exans in April, 1940, when the
vorld was plunged into Vrld Vér 11 on Septenber 3, 1939. | can vivid-
ly renenber sitting in a canvas chair on our front verandah, reading the
optimstic predictions by our political leaders of the early defeat of the
Gernman aggressors, and hoping it would not be over before | had a chance
to join and see service.

I"mnot sure vhy | was so keen to be involved. It was not out of a sense
of adventure. | was far too timd for that. It was not out of boredom | had
plenty on ny plate wth study. Perhaps it was patriotism but if it was |
think it was because Dad had served in Vérld Vér 1 enlisting early and
serving on Gllipoli. H had established a family tradition which I felt
obliged to honour.

| decided the Any was not for ne — all that narching and living in
trenches and shooting and killing with bayonets didn't have nuch appeal .
I thought the Air Force night have ne. So | wote to the RAAF and asked
for an application form The sheltered life | had led for 18 years, never
having travell ed nore than 120 niles (200 km) fromhone, was soon to
change.

Hawing applied to the Air Force recruiting centre in Brisbane for
enlistnent soon after the outbreak of war, | was obliged to wait severa
nonths until the nobile recruiting train visited Townsville in April,
1940. UWnhfortunately, it coincided wth the tine of ny exans, so | skipped
themand went off to Townsville with high hopes and sone apprehension, to
join the Ar Force as a clerk. | had to have parental consent, of course.
Mimwoul dn' t sign the form(she just couldn't bring herself to doit) but
she had no objection to Dad doing so.

Ater passing al the tests, | was waiting for ny boss's son to go
through, when one of the recruiting staff asked if | had ever considered
applying for aircrew

“Me? What could | do?” was ny response.

“Vell,” he said, “you could be a pilot. You have the educational standard
and you' ve passed your physical wthout any problem” | had only ever
seenone pilot —a tall, well built specinen who had nade a forced | anding
sonewhere near |ngham and had cone to our office (we were the |ocal
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booki ng agents for Australian National Arways, later to becone Ansett). |
was a puny specinen beside him and |acked his obvious dash and confi -
dence. And of course the physical would be nuch nore denanding. But |
thought about it for a fewmnutes, asked for a formof application for air-
crewy and was recalled for further interview and nedical examnation. |
failed the nore stringent eysight tests for aircrew Dsappointed, as | |eft
the interview!| took wth ne the bl ue application formon which the inter -
viewng officer had initialled each question as | ansvered it, little reais-
ing howinportant that docunent (or lack of it) would late prove to be. So
I woul d serve ny country as a clerk.

I wondered | ater what trauna this woul d have caused ny nother, had she
known. Her tacit but reluctant approval of ny serving as a clerk could
never have extended to the greater risks of flying.

This all took place about the tine of by 19th birthday. Wthin a week or
so | received ny call-up and enlisted on My 31, 1940. By nowthe war in
Europe was wel | under way, ad |arge nunbers of volunteers were enlist -
ing. Quite a large group assenbled in Townsville. W& were despatched by
train to No. 2 Recruiting Depot in Rchnond (west of Sydney) to be
equi pped and whi pped into shape wth endl ess parades, drills and physical
traini ng.

The whol e experience was new to ne. | had never been further south
than Townsville (100kn). Never nore than 200 kmfromhone (to school
at Qharters Towers). | had never experienced the cold of a wnter so far
south. | had never faced such uncertainty, not knowng where | night be
next week, next nonth, or next year —for | had enlisted to serve anywhere
| was sent ‘for the duration’. And | had never had so much noney to risk —
ny entire savings converted into nine 1 pound ($2) postal notes, nade
payabl e to nyself, so that only | could cash themat a post office. Anyone
stealing ny life's savingts would be frustrated in his plans for instant
veal th!

FromR chnond | was posted to Wigga, anong the first 100 to nove into
the new station then under construction. Wthin nonths ground crew were
bei ng given the opportunity torenuster toar crew sol triedagain | vas
stationed at Vdgga Vdgga, NSW, at the tine, as the secretary to the sta-
tion conmmander, Wng GConnander (later Air Marshall) Scherger. It was
a stroke of luck, for he had been chairman of the selection
commttee for air crewprior to the war, and I’msure his reconmenda-
tion carried great weight in ny ultinate acceptance for flying training.

Having been frustrated in ny plans to do final Accounting and Auditing
exans in April, because of ny call-up, | decided to sit for Auditing six
nonths later at Vdegga, and was surprised subsequently to be advi sed that
| had gained second place in New South Vles and third in Australia
Because of the war, the nunbers presenting thensel ves for exanination
woul d have been down, so | was never sure whether or not there were nore

154

THE WAR YEARS

woul d have been down, so | was never sure whether or not there were nore
than three conpeting.

FromVégga | went to Ml bourne to do a pay course, and was then post -
ed to 3 Recruiting Centre in Bisbane, as the pay clerk, while |
waited for ny air crew application to be dealt wth. Again, this was a
stroke of luck, for | had access here to ny records, and discovered there
was nothing on file about ny first air crew application, and therefore no
record of ny failure to pass the eyesight tests for air crew Ulhcertain of
the outcone of ny new application, | took up study again, and for
exercise played basket ball at the YYMCA Then word cane through that |
had been selected for air crewtraining, subject to a satisfactory nedical
examnation. Now | faced a dilemma —to study or not to study? M eyes
were a constant probl emwhen | spent |ong hours at ny books. | knew they
needed to be in good condition if | was to have any prospect of
passi ng the nedical .

| decided to resolve that dilemrma i medi ately, so | nade an appoi nt nent
to consult Dr. Lockhart Gbson, at ny own expense. | told himof ny prob-
lem If | had no chance of passing the nedical | would concentrate on study,
for the April exans. If there was any chance, | woul d abandon study and get
ny eyes in good condition. He had served as a pilot in Wrld Vér 1 —ahig,
kindly nan. As | left his surgery he placed a fatherly armon ny shoul der
and gave ne sone advice |I'Il never forget, even though | didn't take it.
“Vél 1, sonny,” he said, “I"'mafraid you re going to have to abandon your
hi gh hopes of dropping bonbs on Berlin. You'll never fly.”

S | wvent straight back to recruiting centre, saw the Mddical Gficer
(At. Lt. Yeates) and asked himfor an inmediate nedical. | did this in the
know edge that there was no record on their files of ny previous air crew
nedi cal alnost a year earlier. The other piece of good fortune for ne was
the fact that the two nedical orderlies, who were on staff wth ne, and who
did sone (but not all) of the eye tests, were thensel ves re-nustering to
air crew So they were synpathetic to ny subterfuge when, in reading the
charts, | turned the chair alittletotherignt, twsted alittle to the right,
turned ny head a little to the right, and | ooked al nost cross-eyed behi nd
the cover over ny right eye, to help the weaker |eft eye. In every other
respect | had no problens wth the nedical. S | was passed as fit, wth
probably the worst eyesight of any air force pilot.

Again | had to defer ny studies, for on April 27, 1941 (eight days after
ny 20th birthday) | was posted to 3 Initia Training Squadron at Sandgate
on course 14P, to be trained in the theory of flight, the intricacies of
internal conbustion engines and, of course, the inevitable narching and
drill. I"msure we engaged in nany such usel ess activities because that
was the way they did it in Vorld Vér 1, and they did it then because the
Hying Qorps was born out of the infantry.

Fnally | got to fly on Tiger Mths, on posting to 3 Henentary Hying
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Training School at Archerfield, on June 26, 1941. It was at once an
exhilarating and terrifying experience. | was far from confident of ny
ability to go solo, but when the great day cane | was exuberant. Because
what goes up nust cone down, and because landing an aircraft requires
good co-ordination of hand and eye, ny defective eyesight neant that |
al ways took about the naxi numtine allowed to go sol o.

The Tiger Mth is a tw-seat bi-plane, very nanoeuvreabl e and very
safe, wth alowstalling speed. In additionto ‘circuits and bunps’ ve did a
lot of aerobatic flying (stalls, spins, loops) and practised forced | andi ngs.
It was great experience, because |ater, onless forgiving aircraft it was not
possibl e to practise nost of those nanoeuvres. But in an energency (and
years later | had one) this training provided a background of experience to
draw upon al nost instinctively.

n Tiger Mths, twelve hours of dual instruction were about all the
RAAF coud afford to invest in a trainee. Fortunately for ne they
persevered a little longer. After 12 hours and 55 minutes of instruction,
and exactly 14 days after ny first flight, | did ny first solo.

After seven weeks of training and 55 hours and 10 minutes of flying |
conpleted ny elenentary flying training course wth a grading of
“Average”. Now to nake the transition froma single engine aircraft to a
twn. | was anazed to find that after seven short flights and five hours and
45 minutes of instruction, | was allowed to go solo. That was about
aver age.

I did ny conversion to twins at Anberley, flying Aro Ansons. The
struggle to survive was intense —not in terns of danger, but against the
background of being constantly subjected to testing which could at any
stage termnate one's training. Looking back, | wonder why we strove so
determinedly to qualify as pilots, knowng what that mght lead to.

After 89 hours on Ansons | did ny last flight at Anberley on Decenber
7, 1941, the day before the Japanese bonbed Pear| Harbour (our tine
zone being about 20 hours ahead of Hawaii), and graduated on 11
Decenber 1941 with a commission, with an “Average” rating as a pilot.
A last | could wear the coveted pilot’s wngs on ny proud chest.

But there was one nore hurdle —another nedical exanination. Agai n,
fortune smled on ne. The doctor exanmining ne was the sane Dr. Yeates
who had passed ne as fit for aircrewjust eight nonths earlier. G course,
I reminded him of this, and of the fact that | had passed wth
flying colours, having surprised him with ny ability to blow up the
nercury (a legacy of ny training at the YMCA. | kept taking, and
finally he passed ne wthout giving ne another eye test.

I was a perfect physical specinen again, so | went hone on |eave for
Gristnas, prior to posting to Laverton (Mctoria) to be trained in
navigation and to do a conversion course to fly Lockheed Hudson nedi um
bonbers. V& were now being trained, not just to fly, but for conbat; and
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navigation and to do a conversion course to fly Lockheed Hudson nedi um
bonbers. V& were now being trained, not just to fly, but for conbat; and
not to defend sone distant country, but our oan —for already the Japanese
forces were advancing rapidy fromthe north.

On February 17, 1942 | commenced training at No. 1 Qperational
Training Lhit, Wst Sale, flying Hidsons. After eight hours of dual
instruction and one hr. 10 mins. as 1st pilot, ny training cane to an
abrupt and near tragic end, when the brakes seized during take-off on an
early norning training flight. Unfortunately the undercarriage coll apsed
under the sideways strain of the |ocked brake, the port wng bit into the
ground, split and spilt the fuel (stored inthe wngs) on to a hot exhaust.
Instantly, the aeroplane was on fire. Just one week after the devastating
attack on Darwn, the [oss of another aircraft was a severe blowto the war
effort.

Ater a day's rest, | was taken up on a test flight. It was a disaster.
Perhaps | shoul d have taken the advice of the doctor who exanined ne after
the accident, and advised ne to get drunk, for | was so tense and appre-
hensive. | failed nmiserably. M conversion to Hiudsons finished that day —
and | soon found nyself flying as second pilot in acrewtraining serious-
ly for conbat flying.

Upon conpl etion of crewtraining | inmediately took a coupl e of weeks'
pre-enbarkation |eave, and once again avoided the nuch-dreaded eye
tests, for upon termination of leave | reported to Adelaide, and then
overland to Darwn to join 13 Sguadron, based at Highes Feld, about 30
mles (50 km) south of Darw n.

The war was at a critical stage at this tine. Qur squadron, operating in
Ml aya, had been savagel y naul ed by the advanci ng Japanese. D spl ayi ng
incredibl e courage and ai rnanship, they had fought a rear guard action to
del ay the advance of the eneny — but they were exhausted, their few
remaining aircraft in poor condition. V¢ were the nuch
needed repl acenent s.

Qur crew conprised a pilot, a navigator, a wreless operator-air gun-
ner, and ne as second pilot. The duties of the other crew nenbers were
clearly defined. | was a sort of Jack-of-all-trades. There were occasi ons,
such as when we were shot up over Anbon, when the captain and | took
turns about to fly the plane back to base, struggling to hold the nose up
because of danage to the elevators. Oh other occasions | would nan the
belly gun. Wen not inuse it was sinply part of the fuselage. In action, |
would wind it down to allowthe swvel nounted gun to be used, and woul d
lie down on the sloping floor, confronting wth a yawiing void. It was quite
safe, although a little disconcerting at first. The gun nounting prevented
the operator fromsliding out.

The Lockheed Hudson was a military adaptation of the civilian version,
the Lockheed Lodestar. To give it extra range inboard fuel tanks had been
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fitted, between the pilot and the wirel ess operator. They were sinply | arge
tanks, wapped in sone sort of gelatinous rubber conpound which was
supposed to seal antonatically if a bullet passed through them Vé tried not
to think of the consequences if that bullet happened to be an
incendi ary.

n the evening of June 2, 1942 we were to drop our bonbs on the eneny
for the first tine. Fbwironic that, after a year of training and al the
expectation of attacking the mighty Japanese arny, our first target was to
be a snall building at Atanboea, near DIli on the Island of Tinor, which
(our intelligence inforned us) was the local brothel. W& attacked just on
dusk, when the Japanese officers were expected to be there. V¢ had nine
aircraft —the first three to silence the ack-ack guns, the next two vics of
three to bonb the brothel. As we left the target area and reforned, our
| eader saw a convoy of trucks travelling along a nearby road, and deci ded
to strafe them The rest of the flight followed, in line astern. Suddenly,
right inthe ndde of our flight, one plane reared up like a stricken ani -
nal, turned over and plunged nose first through the formation, bursting
into flane on inpact. The second pilot (Don Canpbell) was one of ny best
friends.

Mercifully, the crewwoul d have died instantly. To have survived under
those circunstances, and to have fallen into the hands of the Japanese arny
(especially after what we had done to their officers) woul d have been a fate
worse than deat h.

O ny next leave | net Don's nother, by arrangenent in Brisbane. She
clung desperately to the hope that he had survived and would
eventual ly return hone. As gently as | could, wthout disclosing the full
circunstances of his fiery death, | tried to convince her that he woul d not
be coming back. But | knew she was not convinced. Wio was it who wote?

Qn, if beside the dead sl unbered the pain
Qn, if the hearts that bled slept wth the slain
If the gief ded —but no, death will not have it so.

The war at tines was tough for the conbatants, but the constant strain
of uncertainty and anxiety on loved ones at hone, not knowng what was
happeni ng but fearing the worst, nust have been devastating.

VW did our last flight in 13 Squadron out of Highes field on Decenber
23, 1942. V¢ had flown a total of 489 hours (59 of themat night). Mbst
of those sorties are dimin ny nenory. Qne of themstands out, because it
changed ny life.

W were in a fornation of three Hidsons searching for eneny shipping.
As ve approached the target area a Zeke (a Zero floatpl ane) taxied across
the water, gathering speed to get airborne to attack us. V& were the last of
the three Hidsons flying in line astern, attacking the floatplane at its nost
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the water, gathering speed to get airborne to attack us. V& were the last of
the three Hidsons flying in line astern, attacking the floatplane at its nost
vulnerable ting, while still on the water. The first two aircraft had
strafed it. As we cane in, | was lying on the floor, nanning the belly gun,
pointing astern under the aircraft. 0 course, | couldn't see what was
happening. As the pilot throttled back to lose altitude ny only sensation
was of our plane rapidy approaching the water, its engines a nost silent.
Then, just as we passed over the floatplane, it expl oded. V¢ were very |ow
The suddenness of the expl osion, the acrid snell and shower of debris, con-
vinced ne we were about to die. Later, when | contenplated the
incident, | realised that the thought uppernost in ny nind was sinply that
we shoul d not have been there. W& were standing in for a crew whi ch had
gone south on | eave ahead of its allotted tine because their pilot’s wfe vas
about to have a baby.

I knew then that, despite ny Mthodist upbringing and the years of
attending church and Sunday school, | really didn't have any deep
religious conviction. Faced wth the prospect of a nost certain death (or so
I thought), | was consuned by superficial (a nost frivolous) thoughts. It
caused ne to think seriously about ny faith. | realised it was pretty shal -
low and the recollection of a forner Mthodist mnister on the staff at
\Mgga whose behaviour was anything but exenplary, did nothing to
strengthen it. Perhaps there was a Gd, but | could find no firm
factual evidence to support that belief —and until | found it | wasn't going
to pretend there was. Mnths later | was told | was an agnostic.

Despite that, | continued to attend church spasnodically, and read the
B ble nore assiduously than | ever had, searching for, but failing to find,
the evidence | needed to convince ne of the teachings of ny youth. It was
nine years hefore | gave up the search (at a Rotary neeting of all places)
w th acceptance of the nessage of the Presbyterian ninister delivering the
Easter nessage, that not all things can be scientifically proven; that our
lives are built on faith, and woul d be barren and i npoverished without it.

Looki ng back, | wonder why those of us who were serving in what was
then known as the North Wéstern Sector, based on Darwin and flying out
over Tinor and adjacent islands, knew so little of what was happeni ng
elsewhere in the South Pacific theatre. O course there were no
newspapers or radio or television. V& were isolated from news of the
nonentous sea and air battles such as Mdway and the Battle of the Qoral
Sea, which were the turning point in the South Pacific war. W had our
omn little area to patrol and protect. That it was appreciated was
evidenced in a letter dated Qctober 11, 1942 sent to our CQ by Genera
George C Kenney, Gormander US. Arny Air Force, which read: —

1. | wsh to take this opportunity to commend Sguadron Nunber 13,
Royal Australian Ar Force, for the excellent nanner in which its
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assi gnments were perforned in the Tinor area during the period from
August 10, 1942 to Septenber 18, 1942.

2. The initiative and courage denonstrated during the nunerous
reconnai ssance and phot ographi ¢ nissions as well as in the raids nade
on eneny shipping and ground installations were very gratifying. |

r e f e r

particularly to the attacks carried out by nine Hidsons on August 10,

1942, against two eneny vessels, which resulted in the sinking of one
of them al so the attack nade by nine Hidsons on troops, buildings and
notor transports at Mape, Tinor, on August 14, 1942. Al bonbs were
dropped in the target area, wth several direct hits having been scored.

The successful reconnai ssance nissions which were carried out over
Beco, M queue, Mva Anadia and Cape Beacon proved to be of the utnost

i npor t ance.

3. Those operations contributed greatly to the success enjoyed by the
allied forces during this period and your squadron can feel justly proud
of the part it played

Referring to ny log book, | note we took part in both the operations
nentioned on August 10 and August 14 (in Hudson Al16-243). Hif a
century later | haven't even the faintest recollection of them For ne, it
was good training for what lay ahead. But | was glad to | eave on the eve of
Christrmas 1942, to spend several weeks with ny famly in | ngham

I was posted to No. 1 (perational Training Lhit at East e, for
conversion to Beauforts. After 11 hours of dual instruction | did ny first
sdo —the first 40 minutes of a long association over a period of al nost
exactly two and a hal f years during which | 1ogged 954 hours on a nachi ne
widely regarded as unsafe and unpredictable. Not for nothing were they
referred to in sone quarters as “flying coffins”. They had their limta-
tions, but were neverthel ess a useful nedi um bonber, which gave great
servi ce.

They were built originaly in Bitain, but later in Australia It says a
great deal for the ability of the average Australian tradesnan that a piece
of nachinery as conplicated as a Beaufort could be built in such a short
space of tine, starting fromscratch, and that it perforned as well as the
original version built in a country wth a nuch longer tradition and
experience in such nanufacture.

After conpleting ny Beaufort conversion on June 3, 1943 we assem
bled a crew (a navigator and two wreless air gunners) and spent two
nonths in training aa QT.U and tw nonths wth 32 Squadron, operating
out of (offs Harbour on anti-subnarine patrols, nuch of it at night. This
was val uabl e experience, for nuch of ny subsequent flying was at night.
In late August 1943 | received word of our posting to 6 Sguadron, MIne
Bay (Papua New Quinea). They had been a Hudson squadron. V¢ were to
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Bay (Papua New Quinea). They had been a Hudson squadron. V¢ were to
repl ace themw th Beauforts —new aircraft, and new crews.

I vent hone for a couple of weeks’ leave in Ingham wth instructions
to report to the RAAF at Grbutt (Townsville). Aferry pilot would fly
ny aircraft and crew fromR chnond to Garbutt. | had nuch nore inpor -
tant business to attend to. Word had cone back that the Hiudson crews had
deternined to drink the officers’ mess dry. They weren't going to |eave
anything for the rookies fromthe south —and who coul d bl ane then? | was
given the task of buying all the scotch and gin | could get wthin the [ints
of ny cash resources. Fortunately, and largely because | didn't drink it
nyself, | had afair credit inny pay book, so| drewnost of it and set about
ny busi ness.

| dealt nainly with two of the large whol esal e wine and spirit nerchants
of Townsville. So here vas |, ateetotaller, buying huge quantities of potent
spirits, duty free and straight out of bond on to our aircraft. Scotch was in
short supply so | could get only one case for every five of gin. BEvery crew
going through was instructed to report to ne. | would neet themwth a
truck load of grog, and they d | eave | oaded down wth cases stacked in every
spare space on the aircraft. A no stage did | run short of liquor; and not
one plane went through wthout taking on board its precious cargo. | was
the last to join the squadron, and arrived to a hero's wel cone — or per -
haps it was just curiosity.

W operated out of MIne Bay for several nonths before noving to
@odenough Island, a little closer to our principal targets in New Britain.
Rebaul was the main one. It had a nagnificent harbour, ringed by high
hills, and wth three well defended air strips — an idea refuge for the
| arge Japanese naval force poised to strike against our northern defences.

MIne Bay was far fromideal as a base. The strip was built right on the
water’'s edge, and at the end of a long narrow bay, wth nountai ns on each
side. Invariably we took off and landed toward the water, knowng that if
we over-shot we'd land in the bay, and that if we cane in too |lowwe' d end
upinthetrees. It was also a bad striptoreturnto at night, infou weath-
er. Mre than once we found ourselves nilling around near the nouth of
the bay in thick clouds and rain with visibility near zero, waiting for day-
light and wondering how nany others were doing |ikew se —and how cl ose
they were. @ course we observed radio silence, so the risk of collision was
hi gh.

In strikes agai nst Rabaul and eneny shipping we sonetines staged in
for anight or two a Kriwna Island, to get us closer to the target. Qe of
the things that inpressed ne greatly during our frequent stop-overs was
the courage and canaraderie of the Anerican air crews. V¢ were
bonbi ng under cover of darkness. They were going in against one of the
nost heavily defended targets in the world at that tine, at low level in
broad daylight. V¢ would often share the “chow line” with them They ate
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better than we did, so we were never reluctant to join them Wsually they
were eating after having bonbed. V¢ were doing it before we went out.
The Americans ate as a crew officers and enlisted nen together. V& ate in
separate lines, officers separated from non-conm ssioned officers,
despite the fact that in a fewhours we would be mitual |y dependent. In the
air, rank counted for nothing. Know ng what | know now and wth the ben-
efit of alittle nore naturity, | think | should have been prepared to risk
disciplinary action to have Pete (our air gunner) join us at neal tine
when we were engaged in operations away frombase. But, |ike nost, | was
hostage to tradition.

Qe of the nost nenorable events of that operational tour, for ne,
occurred when the three Beaufort Squadrons (6, 8 and 100) were call ed
out to attack a large eneny convoy steanming toward Rabaul.
(Incidentally, | later discovered Ken Scheller was on the sane strike).
100 squadron were to go in under cover of darkness wth torpedoes. Vé
vere to bonb fromrelatively lowlevel. | was flyingin fornationin heavy
cloud and darkness when | becane separated fromthe flight, as did nost of
the others, it transpired, for the weather was pretty bad. Ater stoogi ng
around trying to find soneone or sonething, our radio operator picked up
on our radar sonething that looked like a ship. VW cane down
cautiously through the cloud, and there it was directly ahead —a long dark
shape, waves breaking over the bow obviously steaning full speed ahead
to Rabaul . | opened the bonb doors and we nade our approach with the tar-
get between us and the noon, losing altitude as quickly as possible. A low
altitude we rel eased our bonb |oad, and scored a direct hit.

Wthin hours an Anerican reconnai ssance plane was on its way to
confirmthe strike. It returned wth a report of a fire on board the strick-
en vessel . Uhfortunately for ny reputation, one of our own aircraft did a
reconnai ssance in that area later in the day. It got a little closer to the
target, vhich it identified as a little island! V& had hit it, and it was on
fire. But we hadn't sunk it! That was about as close as | ever got to being
decorated for gallantry — and all because soneone decided to
doubl e-check the report of the Anerican crew

M nine nonth tour of duty with 6 squadron cane to an end on 19 June,
1944. V¢ had flown a total of 299 hours in that tine, and had
successf ul |y conpl eted 14 strikes (seven daylight, seven at night). V¢ had
also patrolled thousands of square miles of ocean, searched for eneny
subnarines (didn't ever sight one) and for missing allied aircraft.

Those unfamliear with life in an air force squadron might wonder how
we filled in our spare tine, having flown only 299 hours in nine nonths
—an average of only 33 hours per nonth —for we were conpl etely cut of f
fromcivilisation as we knowit. Mich of it was spent naking “forei gners”
(trinkets such as ash trays, scale nodel aircraft) out of perspex, pearl
shel | and spent cartridges. But nost of it was spent either waiting for the
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(trinkets such as ash trays, scale nodel aircraft) out of perspex, pearl
shel | and spent cartridges. But nost of it was spent either waiting for the
vweather to clear, or in preparing for flights that didn't eventuate, or if
they did were cut short by bad weat her which obscured the target area and
resulted in a recall. The constant frustrations of wasted tine and effort
(principally because of weather) are a recurring thene throughout a
diary | kept.

There is one entry nade on May 23, 1944, which | cannot read today
(nore that 50 years later) wthout being noved to tears, so vivd is it in
ny nenory. | have hesitated to repeat it here, because it expressed a
hatred toward the Japanese peopl e which | no longer have; but | still can-
not understand how so nany decent people, under a cruel and barbaric
| eadership, becane so depraved. Here is that diary entry —

Heard today of a jap atrocity repul sive beyond inagi nation. Qwe of our
naval officers present at the Hollandia landing told Doug Loriner they
found three Australian Arny Nurses, riddled with desease and conhete-
ly nental fromconstant rape. They didn't even know their own nanes.
These girls, protected internationaly under the rules of the Geneva
Gnvention, have been used as prostitutes for the scum of the earth.
Here and now | pledge nyself to the extermination of every yellow rat
on the face of the earth, without pity and wthout nercy. V& are fight -
ing beasts.

And then, an added renark directed at those who, having chosen to stay
at hone, working in protected occupations such as wharf |abourers, went
on strike to better pay conditions — “Wuld that our peopl e down south
knew of these things. There'd be no strikes and no conplaints regardi ng
rationing etc.”

| was posted to No.1 (perational Training Lhit at East Sale, as an
instructor on Beauforts. Wth the war in Europe w nding down, we were
being sent sone very experienced and highly decorated pilots to train.
Mbst of themwere to go on to fly Beaufighters. These were based on the
Beaufort. They were fast, sturdy and highly effective as a fighter and in
low level attack against troops and military installations. There was no
provision for dual instruction, so we taught themhowto fly the Beaufort,
and gave themsone el enentary instruction in | ow | evel bonbing and gun-
nery and fornation flying. 0 course, we were also training pilots to go on
to operational work in Beauforts, for they were by nowfirmy established
as an effective weapon in the air war in the north.

M tine aa QT.U was uneventful —routine, alnost. It was nuch |ike
any job —fairly regular and predictabl e hours, good living conditions, in
close proximty toafairly large toanwth al the nornal facilities. Inny
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15 nonths there | flew 425 hours, so there was tine to do other things.

| decided to spend that tine preparing for civilian life. | brought ny
study books to Sale, and started in earnest to revise those fina subjects |
had yet to conplete. There are few places in Australia colder than Sale in
the depth of wnter, wth wnds sweeping in across the ocean from the
Antarctic. Athough the large, well-appointed officers’ ness wth its big
log fire was inviting, | chose to study in ny room attired in a heavy fly-
ing suit over ny pyjanas. About 9 p.m | would go over to the ness for a
cup of hot cocoa and a toasted cheese sandw ch, then back to study for
another hour or so.

I well renenber the night the atombonb was dropped on Hroshima. |
had been flying, and cane into our hut to find everyone huddl ed round a
radio set, listening to the news. W& knew then that the war was all but
over. Qonversation centred on what we would do on discharge. It was
difficult for nany. Mst of us had joi ned fromshops and offices in our late
teens, and now after five years were approachi ng our nid-twenties. Apart
fromthose who had decided to continue in the aviation industry (T.AA was
then inits enbryo stage) the air force years were wasted years in terns
of occupational experience. But they were pressure cooker years in terns
of personal devel opnent. Young nen had had responsibility and | eader ship
thrust upon them It would be difficult to take up where they had I eft off.

Qe night | was standing at the bar, discussing the future with a friend
who had joined froma bank —a relatively junior enpl oyee. But five years
inthe RAAF had natured himbeyond his years. H was a good confat
pilot, resourceful and conpetent. He said there was no way he coul d go back
to working nine to five in a bank; but he didn't want to continue wth fly-
ing, and hadn't saved enough to be able to go into business. He was telling
ne how lucky | was. (Vsn't it Gary Pl ayer who said “The harder | work,
the luckier |1 get” ?). | had continued ny studies, | had saved nost of what
| had been paid, and | knewexactly vhat | was going to do the day | left the
force. (Incidentally, he went back to the bank, and rose through the ranks
to becone a branch nanager.)

| flewfor the last tine on Septener 11, 1945. | had logged a total of
1,689 hours and 35 minutes. It still stands at that. Principally because of
the condition of ny eyes, | decided not to take up recreational flying after
the var.

Ater sone leave, | reported to the unit at Sandgate for discharge —the
sane station | had entered in April 1942 for ny initial aircrewtraining.
Oh Qctober 5 1945 1 was again a civilian, but a different one after five
years and four nonths in the RAAF, keen to get established before the
years passed ne by. For | was 24.
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The past fifteen nonths, during which | had revised the work necessary to
finalise ny accountancy exanminations, had prepared ne nental |y and psy-
chologically for the transition to civilian life. | was anxious to get going.
Wthin three weeks | had taken two of the renaining subjects necessary
for qualification, intending to conplete the course at the next exam
inations the followng April —which | did. Perhaps | could have tried for
themall in the one sitting in Qctober, in the off chance that | night have
passed themall —or at least sone of them Mny students operated that
way. But ny cautious nature was such that | sat for an examonly when |
felt sure of passing —and in consequence | qualified wthout ever having to
repeat a subject. | think it was a better approach, because one went into
the examination roombetter prepared and with a nore positive expecta-
tion of the result.

| returned for a fewweeks to ny forner enpl oyer at his request, to help
out; the ‘taxation season’ then being in full swng But | did't intend to
stay. | wanted to get sone conmercial accounting experience, and was for -
tunate to get a job in the costing departnent of a large (by country town
standards) wholesale and retail store in Innisfail. | went there on the
understanding that | would be staying only six nonths, interested less in
vhat | would earn than in what | could learn. It was an invaluable
experience, which stood ne in good stead later, for | now had sone first
hand know edge of what went on on the other side of the counter.

Innisfail in the sunmer is hot and humid. M fifteen nonths in Sale
nust have softened ne to the rigours of life in North Queensland in the
sunmer, for | found it necessary, when studying at night, to wap a snall
towel around ny arns to absorb the sweat which poured out of ne on to
the paper on which | was working. But | persevered, and by April, 1946,
inthe nonth in which | turned 25, | had passed ny fina exans, entitled
at last towite after ny nane the initials AR 1.A (Associate of the Federal
Institute of Accountants).

Bxactly six nonths after going to Innisfail | returned to Ingham M
father, who was by then an Insurance agent, was ill for a ting, so for a
couple of nonths until he recovered | took over his “run” riding ny
bicycle around the town collecting nonthly life assurance preniuns,
popul ar in those days because few could afford to pay annual ly despite the
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fact that it nade nuch better business sense.

| intended to start a practice in Ingham Prenises were scarce, but the
Bank of New South Vél es was in the process of purchasing (for future use)
a building which they were prepared to lease to ne. But National Security
Regul ations were still in force, strangling transactions such as these in
red tape. In consequence, neither the vendor nor the purchaser coul d give
ne possession. | found the del ay irksone, but there was nothing | could do
to speed the process.

Ul ess we were directly affected by them | believe nost of us who Iived
through that era have forgotten how long it took Governnent
bureaucraci es to relinquish war-tine controls which had little relevance
in peace tine. Looking through sone records recently | was surprised to
di scover a “Mtor Spirit Consuner’s Licence | ssued Pursuant to Reg. 207,
issued to ny father on Novenber 1, 1949, entitling himto a nonthly
ration of 45 gallons of petrol — 40 for business purposes, five for pri-
vate use. Each nonth, as the ration tickets were issued, the |icence was
endorsed. | have four of these tickets, each for tw gallons, wth the
instruction: “This ticket nust be endorsed in ink by consuner wth nane,
licence nunber and vehicle registration nunber.” The final issue was
nmade on January 31, 1950 —four years and five nonths after the end of
hostilities.

The Japanese surrendered after only four years and eight nonths of
intensive warfare. Qur bureaucracy coul d have taught thema | esson or two
on survival in a hostile environnent — for petrol rationing was
anything but popul ar. But there were other contributing factors. Vé were
at that tine entirely dependent on inports, so perhaps there nay al so have
been an econonic inperative in the rationing of a conmodity we now take
for granted. And perhaps we were nore concerned than we now appear to
be about an adverse bal ance of paynents and bal | ooni ng foreign debt.

After nonths of interminable waiting, | decided to |ook elsewhere to
hang ny shingle. | had heard about a little town naned Nanbour, in which
there was only one practising accountant, so | volunteered to assist ny
former boss’s son drive a truck to Toowoonba (he was buyi ng them from
Arny disposals on the Atherton tableland, driving them 1,500 km
through to Toowoonba, and selling them on the Darling Downs). In due
course we delivered the vehicle, and | nade ny way to Nanbour. M first
reaction was favourable. | liked the appearance of the town, and it seened
to be busy. | didn't knowanyone, but | enquired of locals inthe street as to
whether or not this was a typical day. “No,” they told ne,
“today’s Friday. It's always busy on Friday. Tuesdays it’s dead.” So | cane
back on Tuesday, and decided if this was as dead as it becange, it would do
ne. | had nade ny decision —and |'ve never regretted it.

But premses were the problem There wasn't a vacant office in the
tow. | had a letter of introduction to an ex-Any Myjor wo had set up in
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tow. | had a letter of introduction to an ex-Any Myjor wo had set up in
real estate, so | enlisted his help. He told ne he thought ny only hope was
alarge two-storied building in the centre of town, wth a general store on
the ground floor and offices on the top floor. Just to be sure, we wvent
across the street, borrowed a chair, stood onit and | ooked in through hi gh-
light windows into a coupl e of the roons, which were enpty. This woul d be
ideal, sowe vent to see the owner.

M friend introduced ne, wth a harrow ng account of ny exploits as a
young pilot who needed just a little office to enable him to becone
established in business in the tomn. But his plea fell on deaf ears. Those
roons, we were inforned, were needed on occasions to store reserve
stocks. (EHghteen years later, in partnership wth three others, | bought
the building and in due course had ny office there). But for the present |
was honel ess.

Then we heard there was a cafe in the nain street, the upper floor of
whi ch had been used during the war years as a dance floor. The owner was
planning to partition off a portion of that area to be tenanted by the broth-
er of alocal bank officer, who intended setting up an accountancy practice
upon di scharge fromthe arny in four or five nonths.

I had no conpunction in persuading the cafe proprietor that | had a
greater clamto the space than he did, explaining that priorities for
di scharge were determned by length of service, and especially of active
service. 9nce | had already been out for twelve nonths, and had
conpl eted two tours on active service, | felt justifiedin arguing that |1 had
a greater claimon the prenises, and he agreed.

So | returned to Ingham to prepare for the great adventure on which |
was about to enbark. Again, | had to be patient. Miterials were scarce, and
it was several weeks before the six feet high (aprox. 2 m) three-ply par -
titions were in place, providing two very snall offices wth a connecting
door. It was far fromideal. Access was by way of a long flight of stairs,
opening not to the street but to the mdd e of the cafe, so that one had first
to negotiate the rows of tables and chairs to find ne. By nowthe “taxation
season” was just about over. | would have along wait for ny first fee. But
| was prepared for this. Afriend wo had been established for nany years
warned ne that | could expect to | ose noney for the first eighteen nonths
to two years —and he was right.

| kept a diary during those early nonths, and I'm glad | did, for
nercifully tinme has erased fromny nenory sone of the early frustra-
tions and disappointnents. But through it al | renained optinstic.
Typical of ny attitude at that tine was a cutting | had taken from sone
publication and pasted inside the front cover of the diary, which read: —

There is a single reason why 99 of 100 average business nen never
becone leaders. That is their unwllingness to pay the price of

167



CLEM RENOUF

responsibility. By the price of responsibility | nean hard, driving,
conti nuous work —the courage to nake decisions, to stand the gaff —the
scourgi ng honesty of never fooling yoursel f about yourself. You travel
the road to | eadership heavily | aden.

| arrived in Nanbour by train at 4.45 am on Sunday, Cctober 27,
1946. As | stood on the darkened station platform and saw the train
retreating into the distance, suddenly realising ny suitcases were still in
the luggage van, | felt terribly lonely. M diary entry for that day reads:
“Don't think 1've ever felt nore honesick. A stranger in a strange town,
not even sure of a roomat the hotel, | would have sold out cheaply as the
train pulled out and cast ne upon a world heedl ess of ny isolation.”

But it wasn't long before | was set up for business. In fact, just a week
later, after buying office furniture, a safe and a second hand typewiter,
on Mbnday, Novenber 4, 1946 | opened ny door to a public who coul dn't
have cared | ess —who had never heard of ne.

It was a tine of rapid change. Soldiers who had served in the area
during the war were returning to start businesses or to take up |and,
grow ng pineappl es. Many of them under-estinated the work and capital
required to be successful pineapple-grovers. It al |ooked so easy. But
they learnt. Like ne, they were young, and had no established connections.
Many of them were prepared to entrust their accounting and taxation
affairs to this 25 year old accountant who had nore faith and
ent husi asmt han experience, although ny know edge of the statutes was up
to date, and | had several State and Australian honours to ny credit in ny
qual i fying exannati ons.

Thus, | was able to build a practice by getting ny share of new
busi ness conming into the area, wthout attracting existing clients from
Bentley & Shrapnel, the other practice in the town. In consequence, our
relationship was always open and friendly. In fact, at one of our first
neetings Jasper Bentley said to ne: “You're on your own. There'll be
tines when you' Il want to talk over a problemwth soneone. Don't hesi -
tatetogvene acal.”

I believe he was invited, as the longest established accountant in the
town, to join as a charter nenber of the Rotary Qub of Nanbour, but
decl i ned because he was too busy, and suggested they give ne a go. Fifteen
years later, when | qualified for Senior Active nenbership, it was ny
great privilege to propose himfor nenbership. H told ne then that for
nost of that tine he had regretted not being a nenber.

Ariving as a stranger in the tow, | knew!| had to nake an effort to get
to know people. For ne that was against ny natural inclinations. | was
fairly retiring, and had to force nyself to be involved in conmunity
afars.

Not long after | had conmenced practice | heard footsteps coming up the
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Not long after | had conmenced practice | heard footsteps coning up the
stairs — actually, a footstep, for it was Reg. Hawmond (a one |egged
bow er) who had cone to invite ne to join the Bowing Qub (as it was then
called). | pointed out to himthat | was only 25 and any bower | had net
was at least twce that age. Not so, he assured ne. V& have a fewin their
forties. Then it transpired that the real reason for the invitation was that
Jasper Bentley, who had been Treasurer since pre-war days, was no
longer prepared to do it. Realising that this was an opportunity to get to
know a group of nen wth whom | would not nornally associate, |
accepted the invitation. For ne it was a strange experience. | called every-
one M.; not for ne the famliarity of Guristian nanes. | learned to play,
and actually enjoyed the gane. But | was also playing tennis, and when
later | net June | abandoned bows to play tennis in the church teamin
whi ch she was a nenber.

The RS SRA1.L.A was a very active organi sation, conprising returned
servicemen with whom | had much in cormon — the leadership in the
hands of Wrld Vér | Dggers, but with Vorid VWar |1 nenbers taking an
increasingly active interest. | attended nonthly neetings very regul arly,
enjoying the fellowship but being too shy to enter into debate. However,
one night sonet hi ng was bei ng di scussed about which | felt strongly enough
to get to ny feet and have ny say. Apart fromthe clamy pal ns and the
trickle of sweat down ny back, | got sone satisfaction fromexpressing ny
opi nion. Having done it once, | becane increasingly invol ved in di scussi ons
at nonthly neetings. | soon found nyself on the cormittee, and in 1949
was el ected president of the sub-branch.

Two incidents in that year stand out. V¢ had a nenber (a first world
Vér D gger) who cane to every neeting, well fortified after an hour or
two at his favourite hotel, spoiling for an argunent. True to form he chose
ny first neeting as president for a command perfornance, continually
disrupting the neeting. FHnally soneone noved that he be renoved from
the neeting. | had no trouble getting a seconder, and pronptly put the
notion. It’s one thing to pass such a notion; it's another to give effect to
it. Bventually, after protracted argunent and threats, the old O gger pul | ed
his badge fromhis coat, threwit on the floor, and narched out, decl ar -
ing he was finished wth the RS L. and woul d never return. But he did, next
nonth, a nuch nore subdued nenber. W& actual ly becane good friends
over nany years.

Toward the end of ny termwe had our annual dinner; probably about 50
or 60 present, seated at long trestle tables on long fold-up stools , each
acconmodat i ng about six people. It was traditional, at such neetings, to
drink a toast to fallen coomades — al ways a sol enm occasion. And so in due
course | rose, raised ny glass, and said “Gentlenen, the toast is to fallen
comades.” A that instant, one of the fold-up stools collapsed, and there
vere six fallen commades on the floor, trying valiantly to get to their feet
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to honour the toast to those other fallen commades for whomit was intend-
a

It was at the RSL sub-branch neetings that | first got a taste for
public speaking; initially, just the confidence to say a fewwords; later the
ability tojoinindebate. Athough | didn't realiseit then it was to be very
helpful toneinlater life

| had been invited to join Legacy. There was no local branch. | used to go
regularly to Brisbane in conpany with the only other Nanbour
nenber of Brisbane Legacy, where | was a nenber for nore than 20
years, until ny involvenent on the Rotary International Board took ne
anay so often and for so long that | found it necessary to resign. Legacy
nenfer shi p i nposes an obligation to be avail abl e as adviser to a famly or
famlies needing advice and assistance followng the loss of the
husband/father; and that neans being readily available at tines of need.
It is a great organisation, working quietly to provide support when and
where it is nost needed. There are hundreds of nen and wonen,
promnent in business and cormunity life to-day, who will readily attest
to the vital influence of Legacy in their lives.

S when | was invited, just a fewyears after ny RS L presidency, to
nake ny first public speech, and to deliver the Anzac day address at the
Genotaph, | spoke wth sone feeling about the need to support Legacy. |
have in ny possession a newspaper cutting, which reports that speech.
Reading it now so nany years later, | recall the conviction with which |
spoke, pleading the cause of the wdows and children of nen who had di ed
on active service. It was then that | realised the power of the spoken word.
It can be a powerful instrunent for good.

Apart from ny Presidency of the RS SRAI.L.A tw other events
occurred about this tine which have done nore than any other to shape ny
life —1 saw June, and | joined Rotary.

| say “lI saw June” because | think | had been aware of her for sone
tine prior to this, but she was no nore than just another person in the
passing parade. She worked as receptionist for a doctor. | would
frequently see her walking along the street, aways immaculate in her
snow white dress. (I learned later that she used to go hone for |unch and
iron out any winkles, so that it would be fresh for the afternoon). M
sister, Lynette, who was working for ne, fearing | would remain a
bachel or, had engineered a neeting at a dance —ironic, because | was no
dancer. Ve later vent out together a fewtines, but only casually.

I was living at a boarding house at the tine. Awng the boarders was a
tall, good looking school teacher. A the neal table one evening he was
telling us how he had visited a local doctor, and there had net this beauti -
ful receptionist —not beautiful in the filmstar sense, but neat and clean
and whol esone | ooking. | knew irmedi atel y what doctor he had been to, and
seeing June through his eyes decided | had better do sonething about it
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and whol esone | ooking. | knew irmedi ately what doctor he had been to, and
seeing June through his eyes decided | had better do sonething about it
before soneone else did. So | have Don tbgarth (later a nenber of the
Rotary dub of Ml bourne) to thank for opening ny eyes.

| delayed proposing narriage until | felt certain of ny ability to pro-
vide adequately for her. | renenber, not long before our engagenent,
briefing her on ny financial position and ny prospects for the future, as
only an accountant would. She told ne later she didn't hear aword of it. She
was prepared to take whatever risk there was in narrying this young nan
whose practice was only then beginning to show signs of growh, because
she loved him

¥ were engaged for a coupl e of years before narrying on February 10,
1951. V¢ were blessed with two children (Noel, born June 1, 1952 and
Judy, born Novenber 30, 1954) and 42 inconparable years of
happi ness and shared Rotary experiences, before a non-nalignant brain
tunour snuffed out her |ife on Novenber 2, 1993. Mre than 600 letters
and cards fromaround the world testified to the place she had in the hearts
of people. In the hundreds of photographs | have, taken on our travels,
neeting people in a great variety of circunstances, the inage
whi ch shines through i s of one whose whol e attention is focused on the per -
son wth whom she is taking at that nonent. She was genuinely
interested in people, their problens and their interests.

Anincident in Bvanstonillustrates that perfectly —perhaps nore dra-
nmatical ly than nornally. | had spent the day attending a neeting of the 3-
H cormittee. W had been receiving proposals for a variety of
i mmuni sation projects, but predoninantly for polio. Fnally, we realised
we coul d not acconmodate themall, and decided to direct our linited funds
to polio immunisation. |In consequence, we had to turn down a request from
India to inmunise three nillion children against red neasles, a potent
killer of large nunbers of nal nourished children.

That evening we went to dinner with Jimand Edith Bomar. Jim was
interested to know what had been decided at the 3-H neeting. | told himof
our reluctant decision to reject the red neasles immunization project.
Wien we arrived back at our hotel, | could see that June had sonething on
her nind. “Tell ne,” she said, “why did you turn down that project in
India?’” | explained that because of the heavy denands upon its resources,
the coomttee had decided to give priority to funding for polio vacci nes.
“So how nany children are at risk because of that decision?” she asked
quietly. “Three mllion,” | replied, and i nmedi ately knew June had seen,
through the eyes of a caring nother, what the conmittee had failed to see
— the anguish of a nother who loses a child to a disease which could be
prevented at mininal cost through inmunisation. That decision was
reversed the fol | ow ng day.

June was not one to nake speeches, or to expound publicly on Rotary
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policies or procedures. She never sought the linelight, preferring to take
her place quietly in the crond She listened, and she cared deeply about
people. Qhers saw her as | had so nany years ago, and were attracted to
her by those sane qualities which had drawn ne to her — her sinple,
whol esone goodness. Rotary owes her a great deal for the exanpl e she set,
as it does to so nmany Rotary wves for their quiet, constant support
and encouragenent of those of us who, but for them would be nuch |ess
effective in our Rotary service.

Shortly after commencing business | had been advised to nake nysel f
known to the local solicitors, bankers and real estate people, which | did.
It was good advice. In discussion wth one of the solicitors, | happened to
nention that | had seen no evidence in Nanbour of a snall local finance
conpany, such as had operated in Ingham He was interested, and asked ne
to get himnore infornation. In due course | net with himand a real estate
agent to discuss the possibility of establishing a snall conpany to provide
hire purchase facilities to the custoners of loca traders.

Qut of that neeting grew Miroochy H nance Gonpany, in which | held a
one-seventh share. The business grew rapidly. Realising its potential, |
decided to ask ny partners to permit ne to increase ny interest to a full
one-third share, while it was still wthin ny reach. They generously
agreed, no doubt drawng reassurance from the fact that the partner
running the business on a day to day basis was prepared to comnmit what
was to hima substantial portion of his resources to the enterprise.

It was a struggle for ne at the tine, but it paid off handsonely in the
long run. V& decided, early inthe firms life, to operate as a partnership
with full personal exposure to risk, rather than as a conpany wth the
protection of personal linited liability.

Qher business ventures followed, as funds becane avail able — al ways
(wth one exception), in partnership wth others. This techni que provid-
ed several advantages. It enabled ne to spread what capital | had over a
nuniber of risks; inthe event of ny incapacity or death, June woul d be abl e
to turn to others who had a financial stake in the enterprise; banks and
i nsurance conpani es seened to favour lending to a group of three or four,
with the spread of risk and responsibility; and of course there was the
sharing of ideas.

The groups (usually three or four) with which | was associated were
rarely the sane — different investnents attracted different people. M
interests were as diverse as rental properties, |and sub-division, notels,
sanlling, a private hospital, a notor garage and, for a short tine, a
squash court —which nade for a very interesting life, far renoved from
the stereotype of an accountant sitting under a bright light, eyes
protected by an eye shade, |aboriously adding up |ong col ums of figures.
And of course these business ventures all contributed to the growth of ny
accountancy practice —in fact, to an extent never contenpl ated when first
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And of course these business ventures all contributed to the growth of ny
accountancy practice —in fact, to an extent never contenpl ated when first
| becane invol ved in them

Qe day | was approached by a nan (not a client) wth substantial
financi al resources who sai d he had heard of Mroochy F nance Conpany,
and asked if | would be prepared to set himup in a simlar business. So |
then oper at ed bot h | ocal finance conpani es. Then a
retailer client decided he should do his own hire purchase financing and
cane to ne for advice, so | set himup with identical forns, rate charts and
syst ens.

Mich the sane occurred wth ny sawmlling interests. Initially | had a
smal | interest inasnall mll. Qe day | was approached by the owners of
a conpeting but nuch larger nmill, inviting ne to do their accounting and
taxation work. G course, | disclosed ny interest in their conpetitor.

It was not long before our little mll was taken over, and | becane a
sharehol der in the larger sawnlling business, which expanded rapidy
and becane one of the two najor sawmlling groups in our area. The
larger, better financed nills were able to nake better use of a dininish-
ing resource than the snaller famly-owned mlls, operating less effi-
ciently and less profitably. So a plan was devised for a rationalisation and
reconstruction of the industry over a large area of South East Queensl and.
| was involved in the rather conplex task of devising a formula, fair to all
concerned, which would facilitate the anal ganation of the mlling opera-
tions, licences and tinber resources of all the mlls inthe area, sone tak-
ing cash, sone taking shares in a new conpany to be forned.

Having been for several years accountant, auditor and sharehol der
(albeit a mnor one) in one of the two najor operators, | derived great
personal satisfaction from the fact that long tine conpetitors were
prepared to trust ne (as they did) in devising a fornula which ensured
fair treatnent to everyone. It was a practical denonstration of the rele-
vance of the Four Vey Test to present day busi ness operations. | guess what
we did then couldn't happen today. The Trade Practices Act would be
invoked to prevent it on the basis that it would create a nonopoly. But it
nade good business and environnental sense, and was beneficial to all
concer ned.

Thus, the accountancy practice grew because | didn't just sit in ny
office and wait for business to cone through the door, but because | becane
actively and personally involved in a variety of conmmercial
enterprises which grewand required the accounting and financial services
ve of fered.

The exception to which | referred above was the purchase by June and
ne, as joint tenants, of a block of land in the conmercial heart of
Nanbour, on whi ch we planned to build an of fice which woul d be ny head-
quarters. This opportunity cane about in a nost unusual way.
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Sx weeks after | commenced in practice, on Friday Decenber 13,
1946, Nanbour suffered a disastrous fire, which destroyed a |arge part
of its nain street. The Shire Guncil noved quickly to acquire sufficient of
the land nade vacant by the fire to construct a new street. Suddenly and
unexpectedly there was an opportunity to open up this area to
conmer ci al  devel opnent .

| attended the auction when it was put on the narket, keen to acquire a
stake in the town in which | hoped to spend nost of ny life. It was offered
on nost generous terns —as | recall on a deposit of 10%wth extended
terns for the balance, interest at 5%p.a The auction was wel | attended by
nost of the established businessnen in the toan — but they couldn't be
persuaded to respond to the auctioneer’s invitation to bid 50 pounds per
foot frontage for lots wth quite good depth. | thought the price and terns
were attractive, but as a novice in these natters decided that if the snart
operators present were not prepared to respond, | wouldn’t. The auc-
tion was a failure, but those sane busi nessnen (or nany of then) bought
inmedi ately afterwards at bargain prices. | had mssed out because of ny
caution, and was di sappoi nt ed.

Wien | heard several nonths later that it nay be possible to buy
portion of the unused | and adj oi ni ng Wial | ey Chanbers, | nade an offer (at
substantially nore than 50 pounds per foot frontage) and had it accepted.
So June and | now had a centrally-located allotnent on which we woul d
build an office. But the opportunity to invest in a notel cane up soon after
that, so we deferred the office-project.

Eventually, we were able to contribute this land to a larger project
incorporating Wial | ey Chanbers, and then to build, on what had been our
land, aretail store and office which | occupied for nany years, right up to
the tine of ny retirenent in 1973.

The one continuing busi ness venture in which | have been invol ved for
alnost forty years (and continue to be invol ved) happened by chance. e
day a real estate sal esnan approached ny two partners in the finance
conpany, offering for sale a snall sub-division at Noosa Heads whi ch had
been on the narket for sone tine. V& were able to buy it at the right price
and sell it quickly at a good profit.

Encouraged by this venture, we forned a private conpany (wth the
three of us as equal sharehol ders). Ve decided to incorporate, not to escape
personal legal liability, but to ensure continuity of titleinthe event of the
death of one of us. The wsdomof that decision has since been denonstrat -
ed, for although both ny original partners have passed on, their interests
have transferred to their famlies wthout any of the
probl ens of dissolution of partnership and changes of title which would
have resulted had we operated as a partnership.

Snce that incidental launch in Noosa in the early 1950's we have
bought, sub-divided and sold hundreds of acres of land, nost of it in the

174

AW E STREET

Snce that incidental launch in Noosa in the early 1950's we have
bought, sub-divided and sold hundreds of acres of land, nost of it in the
Maroochy and Noosa Shires. V¢ have always had a sub-division either in
course of construction or awaiting sale, and a land bank sufficient for
several years' supply. In fact, the land we are presently sub-dividing in
Nanbour (about 65 acres) is the residue of 200 acres we bought in 1967
—then on the outskirts of town, now surrounded by it.

Land devel opnent is a cyclical business. V¢ have insul ated oursel ves
fromthe attendant risks by operating in a snall way, wthout external
debt. QGhers have nade nore noney buying |large tracts of |and, borrow
ing heavily, sinmultaneously developing large nunbers of blocks, and
narketing aggressively. But nany of themhave not survived. The Sunshi ne
Qast is one of the nost rapidy developing areas in the Sate (in fact, in
the country), so we have shared in that growth.

Inthe late fifties, at a tine wen we vere doing particularly vell, we
di scussed the possibility of donating to our church a 17 acre parcel of |and
close to the town centre, which we had acquired for sub-division, to be
used by the church to establish an Aged Persons M| age.

But before we could do anything about it, we heard that the Apex Qub of
Nanbour had simlar ideas, so we gave themthe land on August 2, 1961,
and in due course, wth a great deal of public support, they built a very
fine village (known as Sundale Garden MIlage), the first stage of which
opened on Novenber 30, 1963. |t now houses about 350 people in a vari -
ety of accomnmodation (hostels, independent living units and a 115 bed
nursing hone). ne of ny partners in the land devel opnent busi ness (Jim
Gines) was its first chairnan and continued in that office for 18 years
to the tine of his death, contributing an enornous anount of his tine and
energy to the project. | was the inaugural treasurer, and renained in that
office for 25 years. Thirty years after its establishnent it had an operat -
ing budget of $6.7 nillion and assets valued at $23 nmillion (much of that
financed by resident funded I oans).

Wien the original 17 acres of land had been fully occupied (retaining
adequate open space for grounds and gardens etc.), and faced wth a
continuing denand for the type of accomnmodation Sundale offered, it
becane necessary to consider further acquisition of land and expansion of
the facilities. M partners in land devel opnent (neither of them a
Rotarian) readily agreed to our donating another 15 acres of |and.

I had received the custonmary honorarium from Fotary International,
intended to defray sone of the costs of serving as president full tine for a
year. Mbst nen who serve in that office nake very substantial financial
sacrifice (doctors, lawers etc., who sell only their ting) but | was no
longer selling tine, and had an incone frominvestnent which was only
narginal |y affected. To have declined to accept it woul d have placed undue
pressure on sone of ny successors, so | chose to receive the US$20, 000
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honorarium wth the intention of donating it to sone worth while chari -
ty. Sundal e provided that opportunity.

The two Rotary clubs in Nanbour rai sed additional funds, so that by late
1982 we had about $80,000 in the bank, 15 acres of land, and a plan to
establish a second retirenent village. To-day Rotary Garden Mllage, as it
is wdely known, is hone to sonewhere near 200 people, in a variety of
accomnmodation in a garden setting, wth two recreation halls, a sw nming
pool, a bows green and a workshop for hobbyists. In the year to June 30,
1993 it nade an operating profit of $108, 000.

| believe this is the type of conmunity service project in which nore
Rotary clubs coul d be invol ved —neeting a naj or community need, using
the organisational skills and experience of their nenbers to nobilise
community support (financial and otherwi se), then handing over to a
community organisation in which representatives of the club
continue to be involved, on a personal basis. And because, in ny
experience, it has been not only self-sustaining but profitable, thereis no
continui ng charge upon the club’s resources.

G course, ve vere able to utilise the vocational skills of nany of our
menbers —forenost anong themP.D G Rod Vol l er, who had recently cone
fromBrisbane to Nanbour to retire, but soon found hinsel f caught up in
a project to which he contributed thousands of hours on a
voluntary basis as our honorary architect and planner. The Rod \ol | er
Hstel in the centre of Rotary Garden MIlage stands as a reninder of his
significant contribution to a facility which wll serve the |ocal conmuni -
ty for nany years.

Inny first five years in Nanbour the foundations were laid for those
three factors which have domnated ny life — in 1946 ny business
career, in 1949 ny introduction to Rotary, and in 1951 ny narriage to
June. It is not possible to deal wth any of themin isolation Just as each
of the strands in aropeis anintegral part of the whole essentia toits
strength and useful ness, so has each of these strands been an integral part
of ny life, providing strength and stability and purpose. But it was ny
narriage to June which nade all el se possible, and worthwhile.

Earlier | recounted the circunstances of our neeting, our narriage and
the birth of our two children —Noel and Judith. | can't inagi ne a stronger,
nore satisfying narriage than ours, due in large neasure to the strength
of June’s character. Noel encapsulated this in anote he wote for inclusion
inthe eulogy at her funeral service.

Mim al ways nade sure that things were done properly and that the
details of things were right. She was very w se but she never presuned
to know She was a very devoted person, sure of her goals and conmit -
ted to them She was a very good nother with a strong focused | ove for
us that was absol utely dependabl e. She was very strong.
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ted to them She was a very good nother with a strong focused | ove for
us that was absol utely dependabl e. She was very strong.

Mims love for Dad was very deep. She was preoccupied wth his
happi ness and contentnent and well being. S nce she becane ill, she and
Dad becane nore dependent on each other They worked hard and
successful ly at establishing newways of being together, and it has been
lovely to see.

She dealt wth her illness and the possibility of her death thoughtfully,
unflinchingly and bravely, and yet she was always concerned about us.
But the surgery fromwhi ch she did not recover was intended to inprove
the quality of her life: we did not expect her todie and | don't think that
she expected to die either. |f she had |ived, she would have got a lot nore
pleasure fromlife. She did not deserve to die.

Qver the last three or four years of her life we were trying to spend
nore tine at our holiday unit at Burleigh Heads, where June hoped we
woul d eventual Iy retire. But | still had ny business interests i n Nanbour,
so we conpromised by spending nine days a fortnight at Burleigh,
including nost week-ends. It was a good arrangenent, except that when we
returned to Nanbour June had a large hone and garden to keep in order,
while | caught up on work. She suggested we find a snall unit in the area,
and sell the hone, so that we would be able just to lock up a unit at either
end when we noved fromone hone to the other. W found one in Buderim
—one of a small block of four, under construction — unaware at the tine
of the brain tunour destined to rob her of her dream or of the pivotal
role that decision would have in ny future.

In the unit next to ours was a retired couple of the sane age, wth
simlar interests — Ted and Frth ates. Ted had been a bonber pilot in
Vorid Vér 11, as | had. Frth was interested in craft and art, as was June.
¥ becane firmfriends. But wthin seven nonths of our noving in June
had died, and seven weeks |ater Ted.

Living in adjacent units, grieving together, wth comrmon interests, it
was perhaps inevitable that our friendship as nei ghbours woul d deepen to
a |l ove which brought Frth and ne together in narriage on Septenber 17,
1994. “It was neant to be” says Frth. | don't subscribe to that theory,
but | do know | wll aways be grateful that June cane into ny life when
she dd —and that at a tine when | needed it nost Frth did She knew
nothing of Fotary when we net, but has learned fast, and exhibits an
enthusiasm for its prograns and work which is stimulating and
ref reshi ng.

There is so nuch nore | want to say about ny life wth June, but thisis
not the place for it. | intend witing a personal famly history, just for the
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| had been in business |ess than three years when representatives of the
Rotary Qub of Gynpie surveyed Nanbour for the possibility of
formng a Rotary club. | think they were well advanced wth their
investigations when | was invited to be a charter nenber. | suspect the
fact that | had office facilities, and that the other accountant in the town
was too busy for Rotary, influenced that decision. Anyway, | was the char -
ter secretary. V¢ were chartered on Septenber 26, 1949.

G/npi e is about 80 km fromNanbour, and the G/npie Rotary d ub was
then only 12 nonths ol d, so they left us very nuch to our own devices.
However, several of our nenbers had busi ness connections wth Rotarians
inthe South Brisbane Qub, so they kept a fatherly eye on us, and we grad-
ually cane to understand what it was all about. The first 12 prograns
were provi ded by nenbers, four of them group discussions involving the
vhol e club —the blind | eading the blind!

Qur charter was presented at the Nanbour Showgrounds on Cctober 29,
1949, with 217 in attendance. | was the only unnarried nenber of the
club. | had as ny guest Mss June Day. It was an affordabl e night out —only
10/- (%$1) per person! (Assuming inflation of 7% pa., that's
equivalent to $29.00 in 1999, which neans the cost of Rotary really
hasn't increased as nuch as we are sonetines tenpted to believe.)

In those days we travelled a great deal nore to charter nights and
conferences than nost Rotarians do these days. Qur district extended from
Gasino in the south to Girns in the north — a distance of approxi nately
2,000 km | renenber travelling by car, on Septenber 15, 1950, to
attend ny first district conference in Lisnore, where RI. Genera
Secretary Phil Lovejoy represented the President. | drove down one day
and back the next.

W attended charter nights in force fromour club, and over distances
not now contenpl ated. | recall a car load travelling to Santhorpe for their
charter night (320 km) —and on anot her occasi on to Mnto (approx. 420
km) Ve went to district conferences in good nunibers, always wth sone
distinctive ginmick —usually brightly col oured bow ties, one year nade
especially for us by our wives in the blue and yell ow Rotary col ours. V&
went to conferences to be seen, to be heard, and to collect the
attendance trophy —and we did it successfully for several years, before
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eventual |y beconming staid and respectabl e. They were good years.

I was club president in 1954-55 Rotary's Gol den Anniversary year. |
shoul d have capitalised on this unique historical nilestone to do sonet hi ng
really significant, but | Jlet the opportunity slip through ny
fingers. In fact, at the end of ny year | had no great sense of achi evenent,
di sappointed that | had ained too low V¢ did becone 100%in The Rotary
Foundation, built sone bus shelter sheds, prepared the holes for trees
whi ch we planted in the | ocal showgrounds the foll ow ng August, and char -
tered the Fotary Qub of Gloundra. | cane to the Presidency too early —
narried only three years, wth a small son, a daughter born during ny
term and a young and grow ng busi ness denandi ng nuch of ny tine. (e)]
the positive side, | knew!| had done | ess than | ought, and determned that
if the opportunity for further office ever cane ny way, | wouldn't nake
the sane nmistake again.

The followng year, for the first tine, | experienced Rotary beyond ny
own district borders. The Pacific Regional Gonference was held in Sydney.
There, for the first and only tine, | net Sr Angus Mtchell, but only

briefly. | renenber how honoured | felt just to have net him K yoshi
(George) Togasaki, who later served as President in 1968-69, was al so a
featured speaker — nenorable for two reasons; he was unexpectedly

fluent in English, and he cane as an anbassador of peace from a
country wth which we had so recently had such hostile relations. Because
feeling agai nst the Japanese was still strong in nany quarters, | adnired
himfor the fact that he was prepared to risk rejection to attend and speak.

The next big Rotary experience for June and ne was our attendance at
the RI1. Qnvention in Tokyo in 1961. Ve travelled, in the conpany of
about 1,200 Fotarians and wves fromAustralia and New Zeal and, aboard
the P&Oliner The Iberia. Wat an experience! It was a six week journey,
living on board ship. V& anchored in Yokohana harbour and travelled to
and fromthe Gonvention on Harum pier either by train or ferry. ¥ pre-
ferred the ferry. The attendance of 23,366 stood as a record for 17 years,
until the next Tokyo convention in 1978, when 39,834 were regi stered.

There are several things about that convention which renain firny
fixed in ny nenory. | wll never forget the agony of the separation from
our two children. They were wonderful — so bright and positive,
farewelling us as though we were just going for a week-end. V¢ were
distraught at the prospect of being separated for six weeks, regretting
when the tine care that we had decided to do the trip. | was very
conscious of the fact that, if anything serious happened to us, we woul d
have spent noney possi bly needed for their further education, so | took out
additional 1ife assurance cover to conpensate for the financia risk, andto
ease ny troubl ed consci ence.

The RI. President that year was J. Edd MlLaughlin, a tall rangy Texan,
whose thene was “You are Rotary. Live it! Express it! Expand it!” In
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sharp contrast, both in appearance and style, was M ce-President R chard
L. Bvans from Salt Lake dty, in ny view (and that of nost people) the
finest speaker to serve Rotary as President, which he did six years |ater,
his thene: “Build a better world through Rotary”. Attending ny first
Rotary International Gonvention, | was fascinated to experience such sharp
contrasts in Rotary's |eadership, as | have been on nany occasi ons since,
for each nan brings to the office his own peculiar attributes. Incidentally,
Doug Sevart was a Drector that year (and 1st Mce-President the fol -
lowng year), although | didn't know himthen. Rotary in Nanbour then
was a long way renoved fromRotary in Sydney —and not just geographi -
caly.

n board we had regular neetings of nenbers wth special interests.
Joe Bradbury and Arnold Forsyth were strong proponents of a program
new to ne —the Youth Exchange Program | learnt al | could of it, and
introduced the idea to ny own district, wth the first exchanges taking
place in ny year as governor.

R1. Past President Harold Thonas was on the ship. Qe day as | was
about to open a door | sawhimconing tovard ne, so | held it open with the
renark: “This may be the only chance | wll ever have to open a door for
a Past President of Rotary.” Wen, during ny term as president, a
Rotarian would cone up to ne and say: “l just want to shake the hand of a
President of Rotary,” | could relate his feelings to nine on the Iberia 18
years earlier.

By now | was well established in ny accounting practice in Nanbour,
alvays grateful that ny earlier anbition to be a lawer had been
thwarted by a lack of noney. In a snall country town (which is where |
prefer to live) lawers are concerned principally with conveyancing —&
|l east, that was ny inpression. Perhaps | was wong, just as are those who
look upon the work of an accountant as linited to the preparation of tax
returns and the systematic recording of thousands of figures into appro-
priate categories.

There is a hunan face to accounting which nakes it richly satisfying —
not necessarily in the financial sense. | recall, early in ny career, having
a young busi ness nan and his wfe and snal | child cone into ny office, at
the end of their tether. They had put all they had into their little
busi ness, living in arented house badly in need of repair. It had been rain-
ing heavily the week they called to see ne. The roof was | eaking, the noth-
er couldn't get the napkins (diapers) dry, and there was little cash left to
carry on the business. They were about to throwin the towel. Years later
when they were well established, wth their own hone and a fanily |ong
since groan to adulthood (the little baby now a university graduate) |
derived great satisfaction fromthe know edge that, at that critical tinein
their lives, | was able to advise on the installation of a costing system
which restored profitablity to what was fundanentally a good business,
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their lives, | was able to advise on the installation of a costing system
which restored profitablity to what was fundanentally a good business,
and to persuade themnot to give in so soon.

| had another client whose close call wth death brought hone to ne the
need to be concerned wth nore than just the tax return. He was driving to
work one day in his utility when his vehicle and another coming toward
himnet on a narrow bridge. Qhe of the side rails on the bridge was torn
off and speared through the cabin of his truck, missing himby inches. H
said he was |ucky, because he had insurance on his truck. “Wat about
you?” | asked. H adnitted he didn't carry any life
assurance, and that if that shaft of wod had speared through just a
coupl e of inches to the left it would have killed him leaving his wfe and
childrenin a very serious financial predicanent. And he didn't have a wll.
After that incident, our interview sheets (conpl eted when we gathered the
tax infornation) contai ned checks on adequacy of |ife cover and | ocation of
will. It was just a little thing, which cost nothing, but was
trenendously inportant to people; and appreci at ed.

Sonetines our clients were able to teach us nore than we coul d them
| had been asked by a nanufacturer of autonobile mufflers to take over his
accountancy affairs froma solicitor. Hs records were very basic — not
even a costing system in a business which enployed in excess of 100
people. So | proceeded to install one which | knewwoul d be inval uabl e as a
nanagenent tool . Bventually, nonths after the end of the financia vyear,
the great day arrived. | spread ny figures out on his draw ng board and tol d
him how much noney he had nade in the year ended six nonths
earlier. He nodded, and agreed wth ne that ny figure woul d be about right,
and to confirmit drew fromhis desk drawer a single sheet of paper, on
whi ch he had a weekly record of estinated net profit.

Fortunately for ne his estinated profit was very close to ny carefully
and | aboriously calculated result. Wen | asked himhow he'd arrived at
that figure he said: “Wél 1, it'srealy fairly elenentary. | know how nany
mufflers we've nade, how nuch naterial goes into each one, what ny
wages are that week, and | know what ny general overheads are. So | sim
ply enter the invoice total for the week's production | oaded on to the deliv-
ery truck, deduct the naterial, wages and overhead costs, and arrive at the
week's profit.” He knew every Friday how nuch noney he had nade. | was
able totell himonly at the end of the financia year and to hope ny answer
was about the sane as his.

Wien | had an interest in a notel in Nanbour, | used to tel ephone the
manager on Sunday evening, find out how nany guests had been
accoomodated for the week, and, by a sinilar process, arrive at the
weekly profit. The cumulative total for any accounting period by this
net hod was never far fromthe figure arrived at by conventional account -
ing procedures.
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Fortunately for accountants, such sinple neasures of profitability are
unacceptabl e to the tax nan and others who have a vested interest in the
bottomline. But experiences such as these added spice to a life which nay
wel | have been humdrum

Ater 17 years in practice as a sol e practitioner, | nade one of the best
decisions of ny life. | invited into partnership Doug Qarke, a young nan
who had cone to ne from school, wth excellent credentials, and had
studied while he worked to qualify (as | had done). W& conmenced in
partnership on July 1, 1963, trading as Renouf & Qarke. Qur partner -
ship agreenent contenplated ny eventual gradual retirenent from the
practice, and to facilitate that, provided for the net profit of the practice
to be shared according to the nunber of productive hours charged by each
of us, after deducting agreed salaries and interest on the capital val ues of
our respective interests. It was set up inthis way so that, intine, | coud
gradual |y reduce ny invol venent in the practice wthout financia disad-
vantage to ny partner, or enbarrassnent to ne. Little did | dreamthen
how soon that arrangenent woul d be tested — and how effective it woul d
prove to be.
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D strict CGovernor 1965-66

The Rotary Qub of Nanbour had just hosted its first district conference,
wth alnost 1,000 in attendance. | was conference secretary, an assign-
nent which | believe resulited in ny being asked the followng year to
serve as Dstrict Guvernor in 1965-66. Then, close to the deadline for
recei pt of nominations, as is so often the case, there was only one — an
elderly and not very active Rotarian. So Dstrict Gvernor Ted Router, in
consultation wth ny predecessor in office (Allan Maskell), decided to
tel ephone ne and try to persuade ne to serve.

It was an unusual (and nenorable) invitation in nany ways. It was a
Saturday. | was at hone painting the door to ny study, contenplating the
shattering news that President Kennedy had just been assassinated, when
the tel ephone rang. The conversation went sonething like this. “Is that you
den?” “Yes.” “It’s Ted Fouter here. Have you ever thought of being
Dstrict Gvernor?” “No”. “Then think about it.” | did, in shocked silence
for about ten mnutes. Then | went into the kitchen, where June was busi -
l'y baking, and repeated the conversation. “Ch no!” she said “You coul d
doit dem But | never could.” Hwwong she was.

| had the week-end to think about it. Athough | was attracted to the idea,
I thought the opportunity had cone too soon. Qur partnership was only four
nonths ol d. V& needed tine to settle in. Gh Minday norning | tol d Doug of
the conversation, and expressed the opinion that it was about five years too
soon. “Véuld you like to doit? he asked. | told himl would “Vél| then,”
he said, “I think you should. They mightn't ask you in five years. W& coul d
doit.”

In his nethodical way, he then set about re-allocating duties in our
office, and encouraged ne to accept the invitation. Not once, during the
vhol e of ny year as governor, absent fromthe office for nost of the tine
during the first vital six nonths of the tax season, did he ever display con-
cern or displeasure that, so soon after entering into partnership, he was
asked to carry a disproportionate share of the load of a busy practice. | did
as much as | could at week-ends, always grateful that at least our profit-
sharing arrangenent was fair to ny partner, but for whom | could not
have served. (Doug later joined our club, served as its president, and hav-
ing recently retired frompractice is still a very active nenfer.)

Looki ng back, | wonder whether | nay ever have served beyond club
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president had Doug not been prepared to accept responsibility for
carrying the burden of the office so soon after being adntted to partner -
ship. During the five year period | thought we should wait, | served as
district governor, group discussion |eader, district |eadership forum
noderator, nenber of the RI. Mnbership Commttee, president’s
representative to a couple of conferences, and was appointed to the RI.
Board. It is unlikely those opportunities would have cone in any other five
year period.

Qr children, too, had to nake a sacrifice to enable ne to serve as
governor. V& had pronised to take themon a holiday to New Zeal and, and
they were looking forward to it wth keen anticipation. But we could not do
that and go to Lake Facid for training. | discussed it wth Or. JimTrotter,
June’s forner enployer, who knew the family well. He said: “Wiy don't
you sit themdown, and discuss it with then?” So we had a famly confer -
ence in the lounge room V¢ explained the position to them
naking it very clear that the pronmise we had nade to them had
precedence over ny serving as governor. Noel immediately said it would
nake little difference to him since he would be going to boarding school
that year. Judith said: “Don't worry about that. V& can go to New Zeal and
any tine.” And she used to tell her friends, “M dad's the district gover -
nor —but he wouldn't have been able to do it if we hadn't agreed.” V@I,
we never did get our fanmily holiday together in New Zeal and, but they were
bot h exchange students in the US A during ny termon the board, when we
vere able to spend tine wth themand their host fanlies, and we' ve spent
tine overseas wth each of them(but not as a fanily unit).

The Mitched Dstricts Programwas at that tine one of the initiatives in
the quest for better understanding. M district (260) was natched wth
three in Qhio, in what was realy a futile exercise in internationa
under st andi ng. Looki ng back through ny notes, | found a copy of the speech
| gave at each officid visit, inwiich| said-

Wat have we achi eved? V¢ have |earned to know our friends a little
better — we have perhaps inproved our know edge of the geography of
that part of the Lhited Sates —but | don't really believe we have nade
any significant contribution to world understandi ng.

I think we have failed sinply because we’'ve been rather like the snall
boy who has been handed a powerful tel escope wthout having been told
how to use it, and has put the wong end to his eye. Instead of the hig,
w de, wonderful world he expects to open up before him the horizons
are close and the viewconfined. Hs world is shrunken and puny.

W have done just that with our Matched Dstricts Program V¢ ve
focused it on oursel ves, instead of on others. Perhaps we should turn the
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focused it on oursel ves, instead of on others. Perhaps we should turn the
tel escope round and focus it on soneone el se — say the people of India
for instance, where the opportunities are linitless.

Bryce Kendall (later to becone a Orector of RI. and Trustee of The
Rotary Foundation) was the governor of one of the Ghio districts in 1964-
65. He and Allan Maskel | deci ded the Matched D stricts Programcoul d best
achieve its goal if our districts were to organise to do sone rea |y worth-
while project in one of the devel oping countries. So Allan nade this known
as he noved through the district on officia visits, and in his nonthly |et -
ter.

e night Eddie Parsons, a nenber of the WnnumManly d ub,
attended a neeting of Anglican laynen, at which Dr. Felix Arden (not a
Rotarian) spoke of the work of the Christian Mdical Gllege and Hospital
at \Vellore, west of Mdras (India). Eddie imnmediately recognised the
possibility of our districts being involved, and nentioned it to Alan
Miskel |. It was now close to the end of his term as governor, so he
suggested | take it up. V& were then planning our journey to the interna-
tional assenbly at Lake P acid, so decided to go via \ellore. V& spent three
days there, living wth Drs. Fank and Val Garlick (nissionary doctors
fromBrisbane), painfully aware of the enornmous unnet needs and of the
great opportunity we had to do sonething about it. In ny address to the
clubs on officia visit, | used to say: —

It’s nuch easier to talk about nations than about the peopl e who nake up
those nations. | can talk about India and its poverty in a detached sort of
vay, because | can do so little to aleviate the distress of 300 nillion
people. But | cannot talk about the poverty and the need and the hel p-
| essness of the people who cone to Vellore (2,000 of themevery day)
w thout being noved, because here | amtal king about persons —ind -
viduals —ny fellow hunan beings. (As | wite this, 34 years later,
that 300 mllion is nore than 800 mllion)

Ad | vas in fact deeply noved, to the point of being distressed at each of
the first three club visits when the words were natched in ny nenory
wth the pleading in the eyes of those hapl ess soul s so dependent on the staff
of this hospital. Fortunately, | nanaged to control ny enotions at the
fourth and subsequent visits. | didn't want to be renenbered as the weep-
ing governor.

In discussion wth the Grlicks and others, we devised a plan under
which we would set up a fund, fromwhich would be paid the return air
fares of a nunber of doctors or other nedical staff to travel to Australia
Ve woul d find themenpl oynent at one of our |ocal hospitals for a period
of fromsix to twel ve nonths. Newy acquired skills woul d be taken back to
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India, and newy established contacts would strengthen ties of internation-
a friendship, the purpose of the plan.

Subsequently at the Gonference of Dstrict 665in Aeveland, Chio, | was
invited to speak of the work being done in \ellore, and shared ny hopes for
ajoint district project, wth the four districts subscribing to a fund to be
known as “The Ntish Laharry Menorial Fund”. [Ntish Laharry was at
that tine the only Indian to have served as President of R1.] The target was
toraise acapital fund of $16,500, to be invested at 7%per annumto yield
in excess of $1,000 per year, to be applied tovward the training of speci -
fied doctors or nurses. The (hio districts decided they'd rather supply
equi pnent, but | decided to reconmend to ny district a scaled down ver -
sion of the origina concept.

| could scarcely wait to get hone to share wth ny district the exciting
prospect of engaging in what | believed would be a great project. | called a
neeting of the past district governors to tell themof ny plans —to be
remnded that it was contrary to our policy to engage in district projects.
(I don't think we really had any such policy. | think it was just tradition.)
G course | was disappointed. | left the neeting wth Hanhet's words
ringing inny ears: Thus enterprises of great pith and nonent, with this
regard their currents turn awy, and | ose the nane of action.

I could understand the reason for this so-called policy. A district
project would be nore or less obligatory on all clubs. But suppose | just
had a fund, to which the clubs of the district could subscribe 15/ -
($1.50) per head on a voluntary basis? Surely there coul d be no objec-
tiontothat. VEI, there wasn't.

A every official club visit | told the \ellore story, sonetines wth
scarcely controlled enotion, because | had been there and seen the plight
of the people, and what needed to be done, and the response was al nost
100% — 49 of the 52 clubs subscribed the suggested anount. In
consequence, ve were able to bring to Australia five of the ellore staff,
four of whomwent back to continue the work for which the fund had been
established. The fifth (a heart surgeon), was lost to the USA and there
established hinself in practice. | was in \ellore several years later, and
was delighted to learn that this project was the beginning of a continuing
exchange which still operates between that great institution and Australian
hospi tal s.

The perceptive reader wll recognise in this experience a parallel wth
the birth, 13 years later, of the Health, Hunger and Hiunanity Program
There were then needs to be net, and people who believed we should be
involved —but there was a | ong-established policy which stood in the way
of ‘corporate action', arguing it could threaten the autonony of the
individual club. The solution was sinply to anend that policy, to give to
every club the opportunity, but not the obligation, to contribute
voluntarily to a fund to neet the needs of a needy world. And the anount
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voluntarily to a fund to neet the needs of a needy world. And the anount
suggest ed was $15 per person. (oincidence? Not really. It was the \ellore
experience repeated, but to a wder audience, on a larger stage.

Neither Eddie Parsons nor Felix Arden could have inagined, when he
attended that church nen's neeting that night, that in an indirect but very
real way his attendance would ultinately affect the lives of nllions. It
was Rotary whi ch nade that possible.

For all incomng district governors, the international assenbly is nuch
nore than a trai ning ground —nuch nore than a place to acquire the tech-
nical skills to enable themto carry out their task. Drawng together, as it
does, district leaders fromaround the world, one realises for the first
tine the diversity and potential of our great organisation.

In ny year (1965-66) the assenbly was at the Lake Placid Qub at
Lake Hacid, in the Adirondacks, upper New York Sate. Showwas still on
the ground, a though the lake (frozen over in wnter) had thawed. It was
another world for June and nme — “far from the nadding crowd s
ignoble strife’” — quiet and serene, wth an ol d-world charm enbedded
deep in nenory, the ideal place, (as stated on the sign over the entrance to
the Agora Theatre where the plenary sessions were held) to “Enter to
Learn” and on the reverse side, as one left, to “@® Forth to Serve’.

VW had about twenty inconing governors in each class, drawn froma
nunber of different countries and regions, but so far as possible,
speaki ng a conmon | anguage. Those of us whose first language is English
have a distinct advantage.

W had in our class an incomng governor fromEngl and —al though they
didn't call them“governors” in England in those days; they were known as
“R1. Representatives” and were also chairnen of their district councils
within RI.B1. In fact, there were so nany differences between Rotary as
it was then practised in Bitain and Ireland, and the rest of the Rotary
world, that the Englishman in our class didn't think it necessary to bring
with himthe thick training nanual we had each received in advance, for
study prior to arrival. “Beastly heavy thing’, he said, “so | left it at
hone.” And by hone he neant BEngland. And he really didn't need it, for he
had a closed mind to anything we did differently fromthe way to which he
had becone accustoned, taking little part in the discussion and rebuffing
any attenpt by our |eader to involve him wth the rejoinder: “G course,
we do it differently in RI.BI.” Hw things have changed — and how t hey
needed to!

CPH (“Sput”) Teenstra was ny President of RI. H was a Dutchnan.
| crossed swords wth him during the international assenbly at Lake
Racid. | vent into one of our sessions to discover that our natching wth
the Qhio districts was to be changed, in favour of a couple of districts —one
in England and one in France. Snce we were then planning a
co-operative project wth the Qnio districts, (the \ellore project), there
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seened to be no point in the change, especially as | was not aware of any
need to work for greater international understanding wth Engl and, apart
fromour differences on the cricket field So | typed a letter, had it signed
by the i nconing governors of the Ghio and Engl and districts, asking that we
renain natched wth the districts in Qhio and the newdistrict in France,
but that we be not natched wth England. It required the approval of the
presi dent.

| nade an appoi ntnent —and raninto a hornet’s nest. H said the change
coul d be approved only wth the consent of all the districts, whereupon I
produced the letter. It was not signed by the French
governor, because we were happy to proceed with that. “Sput” seized on
this to deny the request in respect of the other districts. | rarely lose ny
tenper, but | did this tine. Fortunately Ben Saltznan (“Sput’s” aide)
intervened and suggested having the natter referred back to the secretari -
at, who had doubtless engineered the whole thing in the first place. W
renai ned natched as we had been.

Bt at the tine | was furious. | swore | wouldn't do a thing for the
president. | would do the best | could for ny district, but so far as | was
concerned the president could go to Hell. It was as well June was wth ne.
Ater a day or so of ny funing she said: “Gem Youd better forget about
it, or you'll get nothing fromthis assenbly.” G course, she was right —
but when the Austral i an gover nor s- noninee were assenbl ed to organi se an
itinerary for the proposed visit of the president later in the year, | stood
at the back of the group naking no offer, content to let the others
clanour to have himin their districts.

Wien the itinerary was finalised, it was discovered he would be visit -
ing districts along the route of the New England Hghway and passing
through ny district en route to Townsville, so | was asked to host him
Reluctantly | agreed. The announcenent in ny Qctober nonthly letter coul d
scarcely have been less enthusiastic — “Decenber 2, RI. President
“Sput” Teenstra will be at Toowoonba. The three Toowoonba clubs are
organising a function at which you wll have an opportunity to neet
“Sout” and his wfe Hla Thisis aladies’ night”.

A couple of weeks prior to his proposed visit to our district we had at
Canberra what we now know as the Rotary Institute. They were not yet an
official Rotary neeting, as they noware. (It was followng his attendance
at this one that “Sput” persuaded the board to reconmend them as
regul ar annual official Rotary neetings.)

A hot topic about that tine concerned the relationship between
RI.BI.(Rotary International in Bitain & Ireland) and the rest of the
Rotary world. Qpinion was strong, and sharply divided, and vigorously
debated. “Sout” was not one to sit on the fence, even when, as at this insti -
tute, he was greatly outnunbered; but he stood his ground, and | found
nysel f adnmiring the nan for his absol ute honesty and integrity. | realised
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tute, he was greatly outnunbered; but he stood his ground, and | found
nysel f admring the nman for his absol ute honesty and integrity. | realised
that what had earlier seened to ne to be just cussedness was an expres-
sion of deep conviction. So inmediately the Institute closed | hastened back
hone, got on the telephone to all ny presidents, and at short notice they
persuaded over 400 people to attend a crowded neeting in Toowoonba, in
a venue booked nonths in advance, adequate to acconmodate nuch nore
nodest nunbers. V¢ had a great neeting.

Unfortunately “Sput’s” autocratic style was a barrier to the co-oper-
ation a president needs if he is to acconplish whatever plans he has for his
year in office. It was a pity. He was a sinple, sincere nan. Travelling by
car fromWirw ck to Toowoonba, he read one of the billboards on which
was an advertisenent for the notel in which we had hi mbooked — “First
class accommodation at 35/- ($3.50) per night.” He was delighted.
“Those danm fool s in Sydney booked us into a huge suite in a big hotel. Vé
don't need that. V& just need a room” He didn't know we too had booked
himinto the best suite the notel had — and that there wasn't a big hotel
w i t h
conpar abl e accommodat i on i n Toowoonba at that tine, otherw se we woul d
have done as Sydney had.

Wen he enquired about cleaning his shoes, | introduced himto a shoe
cleaning kit in a box outside his room Wile he polished them| sat down
and tal ked to him |1'msure he woul d have been offended if 1’d vol unteered
to do it. There are sone presidents who prefer not to have too nuch

special treatrment. | renenber Bill Vélk telling ne that when R chard
Evans (President 1966-67) telephoned to congratulate him on his
nomnation he said: “Bll, never forget you ve been appointed, not
anoi nted.”

Uhli ke ny experience as club president, | finished ny year as governor
satisfied wth what we were able to acconplish. Fortunately, there were
new things happening. Interact and Youth Exchange were in their
infancy. Goup Study Exchange was a new program in its inaugural year.
And of course there was the \Vellore project. | think | can best sunmarise
the year by quoting the final paragraph of ny last Governor’s Mnthly
Letter: —

This is ny last letter to a teamwhich has worked nagni ficently during
the past year —and this is the last paragraph. | find nyself goi ng back
inny thoughts to the first paragraph of the first letter and repeating
t h e
sentinents | then expressed —
“Wé stand to-day on the peaks of the past,
But nerely in the foothills of the future.”
(Miny who read this book wll have heard ne use that quotation. It’'s
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one of ny favourites)

The highlights of the year have undoubtedly been the growth of Interact
(from2 clubs possibly to 12), the birth of two new provisional clubs
(Redcliffe South and Newstead); the strong district support to the
\Vellore Project ($3,572 from 49 clubs). Full participation in the
activities of The Rotary Foundation (wth a GSE teamgoi ng overseas, a
Rotary Foundation Fell ow being sel ected, 2 Ostrict endorsenents sub-
mtted for each of the Anards for Technical Training, and an Additional
Foundat i on Fel | owshi p application submitted); the hei ghtened interest
in International Youth Bxchange (6 overseas students to be hosted);
another successful RY.L..A week; and the Dstrict Gnference wth its
fell onship and ent husi asm

Mre than ever | amconscious of the fact that what has been achi eved
during the past year has been in large neasure the result of work and
planning before we took office —and of course we have |eft unfinished
nany of the tasks we have begun. Sone of themw || never be finished,
because they never can be finished. Qr work in International Youth
Exchange has just begun. Interact is destined to grow The Wérld
Gmunity Service idea wll find fresh expression in countless
\el | ores. Dstrict projects wll add a new dinension to conmunity
service. New Rotary clubs wil be established, and existing clubs wll
grow,

For ne (and for June) it has been a real privilege to have shared in the
gronth and devel opnent of Fotary in Dstrict 260 this year. W& are
extrenely grateful to all who have done so nuch to hel p and encourage
us. It would not be possible to list themall here, and it would be foolish
to start. | know fromny own experience that David wll find, when he
assunes office on 1st. July, that he bel ongs to a team and that

“Soneone W Il blend the plaster,
Soneone w || carry the stone,
Nei ther the man nor the naster
Bver can build al one.

Maki ng a roof fromthe weat her,
Building a house for a king,
Qily by building together
Can nen acconpl i sh a thing.”

As vas ny later experience as president, | was fortunate to have had a
warm helpful relationship wth both ny predecessor and successor in
office. That has not al ways been the experience of others, at either level.
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warm hel pful relationship with both ny predecessor and successor in
office. That has not a ways been the experience of others, at either level.

The introduction of decinmal currency in February 1966, and the
consequent conversion of all financia records frompounds, shillings and
pence to dollars and cents was one of the experiences | could have done
wthout during that year. Actually, so far as our accounting practice was
concer ned, the whol e operation went renarkably snoothly.

M biggest problemwas in persuading the college of governors that in
setting charges for the district conference the followng nonth | had not
suddenly becone w I dly extravagant, wth the sorts of figures to which we
had 1ong been accustoned suddenly being doubl ed, the standard one pound
beconing two dollars. | wote a long letter to PDG John Peden, who had
questioned what seened to himto be a high registration fee, pointing out
that if we excluded all neal costs (which we had included for the first tine
inour registration) the net registration fee was 80 cents, conpared wth
$23 for a couple to be registered at the Denver Gonvention. He had served
on the RI. Fnance Gnmttee, so | thought it appropriate al so to point out
t hat for t he year ended June 30, 1965 convention
registration fees were $93,680 and expenditures $213,552 — about
225%o0f the incone received. Fnally, | gave an undertaking that we woul d
run the conference at a snall profit —and we did, just $10.94.

n April 11, 1967 | received a letter fromR 1. President Luther Hodges
inviting ne to serve as a noderator in a new program the Dstrict
Leader ship Forum Pat Patterson came from Evanston to run a three-day
seninar in Sydney, July 24-26, 1967. | served a couple of years in this
capacity, and in the process got to know in a way which woul d ot herw se
not have been possible, nany of the leaders of Rotary in Australia at that
time, and others coming into |eadership positions. Barton Hack, as
governor of District 980, presided at ny first forum(l think it was at
Hanilton). How fortunate | was to have had such a supportive and
synpathetic governor for ny first attenpt. Kel. Car was an active
participant at one of the early foruns at the Heidelberg Town Hall. | first
net Royce Abbey at a Leadership Forum at Shepparton, when he was an
incomng district governor.

| recall PDG Fred Bennett at one of the early foruns, conming to ny
assistance in supplying the answer to a ‘curly’ question which had
sonething to do wth an appeal by a nenber against a board decision to
termnate his nenbership —one of those situations one faces perhaps once
inalifetine, and area trap for a novice such as | then was. Fed had actu-
aly been involved in such a situation, and was able to speak wth the
authority born of experience. Wen the sane question was asked |ater at
another forum the participants were inpressed that | was able to answer
such a difficut question so easily, and defend ny answer so
convincingly. How nuch | owe to Fed and others who were active at that
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tinme, and whose w sdomand experience contributed so nuch to ny growh
in Rotary. No nan goes to the presidency of Rotary debt free. V& all owe
nuch to others who have hel ped and encouraged us along the way, or to
events which at the tine seened rel atively uninportant, but which in ret -
rospect are seen to have been naterial .

By way of illustration, let ne record the chain of events which led to ny
serving as a Orector of RI. in 1970-72. John Mon was the governor in
1968-69 of District 968 (as it then was). Typically, he left no stone
unturned to nake his a nenorabl e conference. George Togasaki (the RI.
President) had promised to send as his representative Kyozo Yuasa, a
proninent Japanese |lawyer, but at the last noment Kyozo had to attend an
international legal conference, so | was invited to represent in his stead. |
know thi s nust have been a di sappoi ntnent to John, who had built his con-
ference program  around the presence of a Japanese
representative. |1 consoled himby telling himthat he had, as a substitute,
the Australian PDG who |looked nost like a Japanese — short, dlive
conpl exi on, straight jet black hair and wearing horn rinmed gl asses. (In
fact, on nore than one occasion in Japan | had been nmstaken for a local).

¢ had a great conference, one of the best | have attended, the venue was
Lithgow Hgh School. | think this was only the second tine | had
represented the president. After the conference John suggested that we
(June and |) spend a day with himand his June at their seaside apartnent,
which we did, not realising when we accepted the invitation that it was
custonary for the president’s rep. to attend the weekly neeting of the
Rotary Qub of Sydney on the Tuesday after the conference.

After lunch and a swmwe were wal king along the beach when John
surprised ne by asking if 1'd considered submtting ny nane to the
nonminating cormittee for director, which would be neeting the follow ng
Qtober or Novenber. | told him| hadn't — that no one had ever been
chosen fromQueensl and, that Sydney and Ml bourne hel d a nortgage on the
office, and that there were others better known than |. | nentioned partic-
ularly Seath Lowey and Ken Scheller. But the seed had been sown.

I vent back hone and thought about it, and decided that if anyone were
to be el ected fromQueensl and it shoul d be PDG John Peden, who had served
on the RI. Fnance Gonmittee, had been Australian President of the
Chartered Institute of Accountants, was a polished speaker and greatly
respected by all who knew him He was several years senior to ne, both
in Rotary service and age. S | approached him told him of ny
conversation wth John Mon, and suggested he submit his nane. Hs
response was inmediate. He told ne it had already been suggested to him
but that he had declined because he considered hinself too old to give sig-
ni ficant service beyond his termas a director. (H certainly wasn't too ol d
to have been a very effective director.) “But you re young enough (I was
then 47) to be able to continue to serve beyond your termas director, if
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to have been a very effective director.) “But you re young enough (I was
then 47) to be able to continue to serve beyond your termas director, if
you were selected,” he said, “and | think you should nomnate.” And so
wth that encouragenent ny club subnitted ny nane, and two years |ater
| vas on the Board of RI.

Hre was a whole sequence of unplanned events which led to that
conclusion — an el eventh hour appointnent to represent at a conference;
a visit to the beach when, according to custom | should have been at a
neeting of the Sydney Rotary dub; a young district governor who had
greater confidence in ny prospects than | had, and an ol der past district
governor who was prepared to sacrifice short termgratificatiion for the
longer term benefits of the organisation to which he had given such
di stingui shed service. The John Pedens of this world are few and far
between these days.

There are those in our organisation whose drive and enthusiasm
coomt themto napping out a path to take themto high office, and who
pursue that goal relentlessly. | believe that strategy is a nost invariably
dooned to failure. | was closely associated with one who, by education,
experience, physical bearing and presence had all the qualifications for
| eadership, but whose naked anbition was transparent, and it operated
against him He nade it known publicly that he intended to go “right to the
top” —and he coul d have. But (perhaps quite wongly) he was seen as one
preoccupi ed with the prestige and personal satisfaction which cone from
serving beyond the district level, and in consequence he never did.

I"mnot suggesting that people should turn their backs on opportunities
to serve at different levels that cone their way; nerely that they shoul d
be available to seize those opportunities when they cone, rather than
establish themas priorities and then deliberately plan and work to create
them | know that isn't easy, when there are so nany highly qualified
peopl e ready and wlling to give further service, who nay never receive
the call; and particularly when they see others given appointnents they
would cherish, but who in their opinion are less qualified.

Jack Davis, ny predecessor in office, had an analysis done of the
pattern of appointnents of past officers as representatives of the
president to district conferences. The figures anazed ne. He di scovered
that over the previous six years 56 past officers (the sane 56) had
represented the president at one-third of al the conferences over that
period. In other words, less than 1% of al eligible past officers had
represented at one out of every three conferences in each of the past six
years, |leaving 99%to share the other two-thirds —and that in that sane
six year period there were 70 districts fromwhich no assignnents had
been nade. Arned wth these statistics, | deternmined when the tine cang,
to appoint as ny personal representatives to the 282 conferences a high
proportion of past officers who had never had that opportunity. In fact, of
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the 282 representatives | appointed, 28 were doing it for the first tine. |
know they appreciated it, for nany of themtold ne so.

The task of utilising the capabilities and experience of the vast reser-
voir of past officers is, paradoxically, one of the nost satisfying and yet
nost di scouraging obligations of the Presidency — satisfying because one
is able to revard interest and effort with an appoi ntnent, but di scourag-
ing because for every such appointnent which can be nade there are
literally hundreds which nust be passed over.

In fact, | took out sone figures to present to the Institutes during ny
termon the board, toillustrate the problem On the basis of a sanpling of
one district in every three as at June 30, 1977, according to the Gficial
Drectory there were 1975 P.DGs in 123 districts. Therefore in 369
districts there would be 5,925 or an average of 16 per district world-
wde. If wealowfor those who have served on the board at ei ght per year
for 25 years, this would total 200, leaving 5,725 (or 96.6% who have
not served on the board. 0 the 369 conming ‘on stream each year, only
eight wll go on the board each year —or 2.16% Twenty years later the
figures are
different, but the problemrenains —nore acutely.

W are currently spending on the international assenbly each year in
the training of our incomng district governors about $2.8. mllion —
that’s about $5,400 per governor. They are coming off the assenbly |ine
at the rate of 515 per year, so that today we have sonewhere between
7,000 and 8,000 past officers in whom we have a total investnent,
nerely in nonetary terns, of about $40,000,000. Little wonder then
that the President of RI., confronted wth these facts, nust feel a little
like the nanager of a gold nine who knows that hidden beneath nountains
of overburden are great riches waiting to be recovered to add wealth to his
enterprise, sonetines discovering it in the nost unexpected places.
Gertainly he won't find it digging year in and year out in the sane place,
turning over the sane naterial. He nust keep exploring for new riches,
as nust governors and club presidents.

(By nowit wll have becone apparent that this is not a chronol ogi cal
record of ny Rotary experiences. | had thought of approaching this
assignnent in that way, but quickly realised that one does not live life in
a series of watertight conpartnents —that the present and the past are
inextricably mxed.)

Qne of the choicest assignnents for any past officer is to be invited to
serve as an instructor at the international assenbly. | had that privilege
in 1967. V& were called “group discussion | eaders” in those days, which
| think better described the task than sone of the titles later given —
particularly “instructor”. Qur task was not to instruct, but to have the
group find its own answers to the questions raised either by us or
partici pants.
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group find its own answers to the questions raised either by us or
partici pants.

W net for about a week prior to the assenbly, under the |eadership of
SamKi ssinger, a nuch ol der nan than any of us. He earned his living as a
professional public speaker. In earlier tines he had been billed as “The
boy wonder orator of the Lhited Sates”. In the Assenbly programhe was
to denonstrate how the district governor would address the clubs on his
official visit. Yet, when | read the script for his address, prepared in
advance and distributed to al the participants a the end of their
training, | was disappointed. | thought it was a very ordinary speech.

| was to have had a “spare” for that session —neaning | woul d not be
taking a class. But at the last nonent | was asked to fill in for soneone who
had becone ill, so instead of going into the hall to hear Samspeak, | was
in one of the class roons naking frenzied preparations for the
session ahead. | was working quite sone di stance fromthe auditori umwhen
| heard thunderous applause. Wen the class cane in | asked who had
recei ved such an ovation, and was told it was SamKi ssi nger. Puzzl ed, |
went to one of the other |eaders who had been there, and said: “l believe
Sam's speech was great. Hbwdid he doit?” “Ch,” said ny friend, “he did-
n't give the one that’s printed in the book. H gave another. It was bril -
liant.” Samnade his living speaking and he was not about to conmit to
paper the distilled wsdomof the years, to be studied and copi ed by earnest
governors and others around the worl d.

I now have sone synpathy for his position. Qver nany years of public
speaking one devel ops certain phrases, uses certain illustrations, and
projects ideas in a very personal and individualistic way. Increasingly, |
find that the speeches | give today are an ana gamof those | have been giv-
ing over the years. | keep a record of where | say what, in the hope | will
not be repeating a speech to an audi ence which has not yet had tine to for-
get it. | am occasionally asked for a copy, but |I'm reluctant to
conply because in doing so one no longer knows where it wll be used. |
have had the experience of having a speaker use one of ny speeches
verbati min the norning session of a district assenbly (at which I was not
present) and then giving it nyself in the afternoon session, and
wondering why it went down like the proverbial lead balloon. So |
understand Sam Kissinger’'s reluctance to put on paper the accuml ated
w sdomof his years of public perfornance.
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| joined the Board of RI. a little apprehensively on July 1, 1970. | was
froma snall club, a snall community, and a snal| business. | inagined |
woul d be in the conpany of people fromnuch larger clubs, in nuch larg-
er communities, and running nuch bigger businesses. Sone, of course,
were; but nost cane from backgrounds sinmilar to mne. | was encouraged
by this, for it nade ne realise that here was a board whi ch i n background
and experience was fairly representative of Fotary world-wide, able to
identify wth the oper ati ons of a najority of its
nenber clubs and their nenbers.

Bll Wik (a judge and forner lawer fromGlifornia) was ny first
president. | was rather flattered when he appointed ne to the executive
conmttee of the board in ny first year — an appointnent usually
reserved for second year nenbers. In retrospect | realise it was a nis-
take, for it separated ne fromthe other “new nenbers of the board,
setting ne apart as one who had been especially favoured. In fact, as | later
realised, he had done it to ensure sone el enent of continuity between his
and the succeeding board, on the inportant issue of the appointnent of a
new general secretary; if his executive conmittee conprised only second
year board nenbers, none of them (apart from the President-elect)
vwoul d be on the board the follow ng year when that appoi ntnent woul d be
nade. But the score was evened in ny second year, when | was not reap-
pointed to the executive coormttee. It's the only tine, to ny know edge,
that a board nenber has been denoted fromthe executive.

George Means was general secretary when | joined the board, but was
due to retire eighteen nonths later. The executive conmittee of Bl
Vel k' s board was constituted as its personnel committee, and was charged
wth the responsibility of reconmending to the next board a successor. It
was an unsatisfactory situation for both boards. lhder the terns of our
constitution at that tine, the 1971-72 board under the presidency of
Enst Breitholtz woul d have the responsibility of naking the appoi nt nent,
but woul d have no part (officially) in the selection process. And because
that was in the hands of the executive coomttee of the outgoi ng board, only
two nenbers of that coomttee (Ernst Breitholtz and nysel f) woul d be on
the board when it nade that inportant decision.

Wthout being in any way disloyal or unappreciative of those who had
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been staff nenbers for nany years, | believed strongly, as did a ngori -

ty of the executive coomttee, that we should try to attract soneone from
outsi de to head up the pernanent staff — soneone whose whol e working life
had not been at the Secretariat; soneone wth a fresh perspective, able and
wlling to introduce new nethods and i deas.

S we carried out a rather limted search for such a person, and
finally narroned the field down to three prospective appointees. Bl Vdl k
arranged for our commttee to interviewthemin Gilifornia, breaking our
journey for a day on our way over to his convention in Sydney. But the
interviews didn't eventuate. | wasn't anare of it at the tine, but | assune
Bl had by now realised that whatever decision we nade as a personnel
committee was, in the final analysis, worthless. It was Enst Breitholtz
and his board who would nake the final decision, and Enst had
obviously already nade up his mnd that George Means’ successor woul d
core fromwthin the Secretariat. Bl evidently realised this, but didn't
share his opinion with others of us on his executive —at least, not wth
ne.

Before he concluded the final neeting of his board prior to the openi ng
of the Sydney convention, | drew attention to the fact that there was one
itemof unfinished business, and that | thought our board should nake its
reconmendation to the new board. B Il said he did not propose to deal wth
the matter, but would re-convene the board if three nenbers
requisitioned it. | was both nystified and disappointed. | hadn't realised
that the die had already been cast. S | set about getting two others tojoin
ne in requisitioning a further neeting of the board, to deal specificaly
wth this natter.

Vi ce-President Foland R chardson, nore astute than | was, warned ne
against it, but | went ahead anyway and succeeded in having another neet -
ing caled For nme it was a disaster. | found nyself locked in
conbat with the incoming president, in a battle | had no hope of w nning.
Athough a nenber of the executive charged wth the responsibility of
finding a successor, he had steadfastly refrained from disclosing his
position. In one last bidto clarify the position | challenged himto declare
hinsel f on the issue, and in ny futile stubbornness alienated hi mand nost
of his board —for who but soneone as nai ve as | woul d di sagree so strong-
ly and so publicly wth a president at the beginning of his tern?

| had to wait only a few days to have ny suspicions confirned. A the
first neeting of his board, after what | thought was a carefully
orchestrated discussion, the board voted for the appointnent of Harry
Sewart as General Secretary, effective January 1, 1972, inmediately
followng the expiry of George Means’ term —a decision |’ msure had been
deternmined twel ve nonths earlier.

It was all a tine-consuning, futile exercise; but not entirely in vain,
for in consequence of the absurdity which had been exposed, (under which
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the responsibility for appointnent of the organisation’s (EO was split
between two boards) a subsequent council on |egislation anended the con-
stitution to enabl e that whol e process to be undertaken by one board and,
inthe process, to give it tine to conduct an adequate search for a succes-
Sor.

Bll Vil k was a very astute chairnan. On sone natters on which it was
plain the board was united, he would take a straight vote —those for and
those agai nst, on the voices. There's a certain degree of anonynity in vot -
ing that way —and there are always, on any board, those who are reluc-
tant to nake a declaration of their intentions until they have been able to
assess how the n@jority will vote. But if a decision was called for on an
issue on which he had a firmopinion (and he didn't ever doninate board
di scussion to establish that —just enough to nake it known) B Il would go
round the table and ask each director personally to state his position It
was an effective way of getting the support of the undecided and the fence-
sitters, reluctant to be seen to be wvoting against their
presi dent.

| sat at the board tabl e between Jose Mrtin and Pratt Secrest. Al board
discussion was in English. Jose (from Argentina) spoke no English, but
had sitting beside him Alfonso Rubiano, who conducted a simultaneous
translation to Spanish. | found it disconcerting at first to have this contin-
uous, |ow pitched droning beside ne, but soon becane accustoned to it. It
seened to work renarkably well for Jose, who, in the niddle of a discus-
sion, would suddenly raise his hand and in fluent Spanish (at least, it
sounded fluent to ne) nake a point. Before Afonso had a chance to
convey the English translation to the board, Pratt Secrest woul d whi sper
inny ear his version of what Jose had allegedly just said H knew no
Sani sh, but he had a delightful sense of hunour, and in his rich Georgia
accent woul d provide the conmic relief so wel cone when there is so nuch
serious di scussion.

Before | went on to the board Seve O Halloran (fromVégga Végga), ny
Australian predecessor, gave ne sone good advice. He said: “If there's
anything you want to get done during your term get it on to the agenda of
the first neeting. It wll take you the full two years to get it through, if
you' re | ucky.”

Wl |, there were tw things | wanted to get done. | wanted to have
RY.L.A recognised and accepted as an officia program of Rotary
International, and to have a literature depot established i n Sydney. Bvery

piece of RI. literature at that tine was nailed from Evanston,
usual |y surface nail. You had to be desperate (and patient) to want to order
any.

I did nanage to get RY.L.A (the Rotary Youth Leadership Anard
program accepted in tine to be announced at the Sydney convention, but
only after naking nyself unpopular wth sone of the staff. However |
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program accepted in tine to be announced at the Sydney convention, but
only after naking nyself unpopular wth sone of the staff. However |
failed on the other one, hoping Ted de Joux from New Zeal and, who
folloned ne, would take it up and push it. He didn't. | guess he had other
priorities. And there were sone in Australia who were less than
enthusi astic about it, which | found puzzling.

As nentioned earlier, when ‘Sput’ Teenstra cane to Canberra in
Novenber 1965, and realised how effective our Institute was, he
persuaded his board to introduce it around the world, so that by the tine |
cane on to the board five years later it was well established officially,
although it had been running in Australia for several years prior to that
wthout officia status.

Wien it becane official, certain guidelines were established. It was
reconmended that the director fromthe zone attend the institute, and be
its convener, responsible for the agenda and program —which is the way
we operate to-day. Sarting from scratch, nost other regions had no
problemwth this, but in Australia we were already doing it our way —
and that did not involve having the director as convener. So in ny first
year on the board | attended wth no officia standing or authority. \Wien,
at that neeting, the decision was being nade to set a date for the next insti -
tute, | drew attention to the fact that on the suggested date | would be
attending a board neeting in Evanston. Those organising the institute (and
we had some pretty powerful personalities in Australia at that tine)
decided that, since this date suited them the institute should proceed
wthout ny being there. | was prepared to take on the President of RI.
when | disagreed wth him but not the powerful |ocal coomttee; so the
institute proceeded wthout ne. However, | had a word wth Ted de Joux,
suggesting he take charge next year, as provided in the Mnua of
Procedure —which he did with great enthusi asm

| decided, during ny first year on the board, to send to each past
officer in the ANZAO Region (as it was then called) a DOrector’'s
Newsl etter, sonewhat simlar to the Ostrict Gvernor’s Mnthly Letter.
V¢ didn't then have a data base with all the nanes and addresses of past
officers, so there was nuch work involved in getting the first one out. But
t h e
posi tive response encouraged ne. It also worried the president and sone
neners of our board, as | indicated when reporting to an Institute (I
think it was in 1973) in these terns: -

Miny of you wll recall that at the cormencenent of ny termas RI.
Orector | sent out to al Present, Past and Inconming officers of Rotary
International in the ANZAO Region what | called ny ANZAO Meno. No. 1.
| indicated then that | woul d probably send out three or four during ny
term depending on the need or the opportunity.
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It certainly was not ny intention to repeat infornation already being
dissemnated. | was al so seeking infornation and opinions fromyou —
and | got them and appreciated having them | had already assenbl ed
quite a list of topics for inclusion in the second neno. Wen | becane
engaged in an earnest discussion anong a nunber of the nenbers of the
board concerning the desirability of sending out such letters which, in
the opinion of sone (and | know President B nst is one who holds this
viewquite strongly) tend to create or perpetuate a certain Regionalism
in RPotary. There are those who are very sensitive to this — those who
are constantly alert to any action bei ng taken which tends to narrowthe
focus. Bven these Institutes are suspect in the ninds of sone.

This sane rel uctance to change was evident at that tine in resistance to
the formation of groups of wonmen associated wth Fotary (lnner \teel,
Rotaryannes etc.) and even in relation to Interact and Rotaract. | was at
Lake Facid in 1967 when it was suggested that girls be admtted to
nenfer ship of Interact —and | recall the expressions of disapproval from
sone very senior Rotarians. But they were admtted, provided there were
no nore than 50%in any one club. In January, 1970 the Board of RI.
approved the fornation of Interact clubs and Rotaract clubs conprising
100% f enal e nenber ship, al though still retaining the provision that at
least 50% of the nenbership be nale in the case of clubs wth nixed
nmenber shi p.

A president usually asks each of his directors to represent at several
conferences during his term for a variety of reasons. They are, at that
stage, probably the best informed and nost up-to-date Rotarians
avai |l abl e; exposure to Rotary in other countries and regions enhances
their ability to deal wth world-wide issues; and opportunity can
frequently be taken of their travel to or from board and conmttee
neetings to break the journey, at mninal cost to Rotary.

W (June and |) represented at several conferences in Australia, one in
Japan and one in South Africa. Bll had asked ne to represent himat sev-
eral inAustraia | toddhiml'dbehappy todoit if heinsisted, but | thought
there were others who had never had that opportunity who shoul d be given
it. | was in South Africa when | received a cable inviting ne to represent
at a conference in Perth. | imnmediately replied reninding himof ny ear-
lier suggestion, and reconmended three nanes fromwhich to choose. Just
a fewweeks later | was at the International Assenbly at Lake M acid when
the incoming governor fromthat district arrived. I asked him how his
conference went. “Fantastic!” he said, “you shoul d have heard the presi -
dent’s rep. He was great”. Pretending not to know | asked himwho it was.
“Afellownaned Ron Pate. Never heard of himbefore, but he was fantas-
tid”
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tid”

Miny governors ask for, and hope for, a president’s rep. from sone
distant land, not realising that we have in our own country past governors
wth the ability to add nore to a conference than nany of the inports,
whose principal attraction on occasions is that they travelled a day and a
night to get there, and speak wth a forei gn accent.

I know that as inconing governor | was as guilty as anyone el se when |
asked for Rchard Evans to represent at ny conference. It was a big ask.
He was then president-elect, wdely acclained as the best speaker in
Rotary. Instead, | got a New Zeal ander — PDG Tony Morcom G een — and
could not have been better served. H was perfect for us.

The conference in Japan was an interesting experience. Actually it was
ajoint conference of two districts, recently created wth the splitting of
one into two. M speeches had to be prepared well in advance. They were
then printed in a little book, the Japanese translation on one side of each
page, and the English on the opposite side. | decided that, since very few
woul d understand ny Australian accent, | night as well deliver it at top
speed.  The Japanese are neticulous in their planning and timng —and |
wecked their carefully laid plans by finishing a couple of mnutes early.
So ve filled in that tine bowng to one another. Qnhe governor woul d step
forward, bowto ne, and |I'd return the conplinent. Then we'd repeat the
performance wth the other governor. It’'s anazing how nany deep bows
one can fit into a couple of mnutes. W1, we eventual |y caught up with the
program M hosts then asked ne, when delivering the second speech, to
speak nore slowy, not only because they had allotted a certain tine for it,
but al so because nany of the audience were able to follow ne in English,
with the Japanese translation on the opposite page as an
ener gency back- up.

Qne of the real bonuses for us was the fact that, on our frequent visits
tothe Lhited Sates, we were able to visit wth our two children and their
host famlies. Noel had gone to the Sates as an exchange student in
January, 1970, hosted by the Black famly of the Rotary A ub of Downers
Gove, not far fromChicago. It was very convenient for us. | would see him
(even briefly) on ny several visits to Evanston, and on occasions June
woul d al so be able to spend tine wth him

Qur daughter Judy had gone to Salem Chio, in January 1972 to spend a
year as an exchange student. Thus we had the good fortune to be able to
spend tine briefly wth her during the final six nonths of ny termon the
board, as we had wth Noel during the first six nonths. So in a way the
whol e fam |y becane invol ved in those two interesting years.

Noel was due to return hone in January 1971, imnmediately after the
January neeting of the board, so | planned to return hone via Birope, a
round-the-world flight being in fact slightly cheaper than Brisbane-
Chi cago return, and to have Noel travel with ne. Vé woul d spend a few days
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in each of London, Fone and Athens, where ancient history could cone to
life for him Wen B Il Vdl k heard of ny plans he asked ne to nake a si de-
tripto Ngeria Rotary had been active in that country prior to their civil
war, but it was only then energing fromthe resultant chaos, and no one
knew what the situation was, so far as Rotary was concer ned. I told him
I was willing to go, but | had planned to have Noel return hone wth ne,
and asked if | could have hi macconpany ne, provided there was no addi -
tional expense to Rotary. He approved — and then asked that | also first
visit Addis Ababa in Bhiopia. Snce our route hone took us via South
Africa, we also spent a couple of days in Johannesburg and
Capet own.

I wasn't able to acconplish anything worth while in the short tine in
Addis Ababa, but discovered in Ngeria that so-called Rotary clubs were
bei ng forned, invariably by one of the nultitude of chiefs in that country,
wthout regard to the classification principle, and wth wonen being
admitted to nenbership —seven years before the Rotary Qub of Duarte in
Glifornia lost its charter because it adnitted three wonen to nenber -
ship. It didn't take long to straighten out the situation in Ngeria, where
Rotary becane re-established and grew rapidly al ong conventional |ines.

For Noel, this nust surely have been the perfect way to conpl ete a year
as an exchange student, about to enter university —a brief acquaintance
wth the ancient civilisations of Europe, anintroductiontolifeinthethird
world, and exposure to the treatnent of the black people in Johannesburg
under the policy of apartheid then in force. H seened to be nuch nore
sensitive toit, and nuch nore disturbed by it, than | was. | renenber our
being in alarge park near the centre of the city when he said to ne: “Dad,
do you notice anything strange about this park?” | hadn't. It had vell kept
lawns, large shade trees and tidy pathways — a typical, well-kept city
park. “No,” | said, “it looks like any other park, to ne.” “Except,” he
said, “that the black people are excluded. Gan't you see themon the other
side of the tall wought-iron fence?” There they were —hundreds of them
around the perineter, denied entry while we relatively fewwhites had the
excl usive use of an anenity adequate to have given enjoynent to all of us.

Rotary in South Africa wal ked a tightrope on the aparthei d question. n
the one hand, it was contrary to al that we stood for. It faled
nmserably the Four Vdy Test. On the other hand, it was the lawof the |and
— and a Rotarian is obliged to obey the lans of his country. | had
nunerous discussions wth concerned Rotarians, and invariably the
answer | got was: “V¢ know it’'s wong, and we're working quietly and
privately to have it changed’. And | believed them |'m sure their
persistent, quiet advocacy for change has been a factor in the eventual dis-
nantling of a policy foreign to hunan decency.

In fact, | attended a district conference in Hernanus (not far from
Capetown) at which a black South African was a keynote speaker on the
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In fact, | attended a district conference in Hernanus (not far from
Capetown) at which a black South African was a keynote speaker on the
subj ect “The Doves” — a service organisation for black people, founded

with the help and encouragenent of FRotarians, operating a ong |ines
sinmlar to Rotary but (wthout the classification basis for nenbership)
perhaps nore akin to Lions. He was an excel lent speaker, restrained and
dignified, but when we broke for lunch in the hotel dining roomhe was not
permitted, under the laws of the land, to eat with us. The local Rotary club
presi dent dined with himprivately. Even nore disturbing was the fact that
he could not share wth us in a service of worshipinaloca church. It cer-
tainly was not the wsh of the Rotarians. They had no
aternative.

I hope | live to see the day when the President of RI. wll be a black nan
—not atoken, elected because he's black, but aleader el ected despiteit. |
believe we're closer to that day than nany inagine —and it wll be a great
day for Rotary.

It was on ny visit to Ngeria that | had ny first experience of running
the gauntlet of a full-fledged press conference. | stepped off the aircraft at
Ikeja (the airport for Lagos) to be escorted to a roomwhere about half a
dozen, nostly young, local journalists sat wth pencils poised waiting to
question ne on Rotary’s answer to the racial biases which were then
dividing Arica They knew!| had just cone froma neeting of the RI. Board,
that | was on ny way to South Africa, and that the president’s thene was
“Bridge the Gaps”. This was a tine when Britain was
supplying arns to South Africa to be used against its black inhabitants.
Here were all the ingredients for an anbush. Innocently they asked what
was the president’s thene for the year? where would | be going after
leaving Ngeria? are there Rotary clubs in South Africa and Engl and?
Followng their line of questioning, the next question was no surprise
“Then what are Rotarians doing to bridge the gaps between the white
aggressors and the oppressed bl ack peopl e of South Africa?’

I"mnot sure | was entirely convincing in ny reply, al though Noel |ater
told ne he thought | had handied it well. But it was a lesson to ne. | knew
that, as a board nenber, | needed to be prepared in advance for the
inevitabl e questioning on sonetines controversia issues.

Seven years later, as a nenber of the board which had just w thdrawn
the charter of the Rotary Qub of Duarte for adnmitting wonen to
nenbership, and as the president-elect, shortly to become the
organisation's official spokesman on such issues, | recognised ny
inadequacy to cope with them Sone, like Jim Bonar (ny successor in
office, a forner Lieutenant Qovernor of the Sate of Tennessee) were
experienced and expert in handling the nedia, but | had had absol utely no
experience. (Wo woul d ever want to interview an accountant about any-
thing controversial —we, who are generally painted in shades of grey?)
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S | asked for help. The denent L. Sone organisation (an insurance
conglonerate with extensive staff training facilities) loaned us the
necessary equi pnent. V& went to the School of Journalismat nearby North
Wstern Lhiversity and of fered themthe opportunity for sone training on
a real live victim and were able to persuade a television
interviewer to hone his skills on a novice anbassador-at-| arge.

| had awode day of it —every nonent of it recorded and |ater played
back on video. | renenber there were five student reporters from the
university who fired a whole series of questions at ne, the naority
requiring ne to defend our decision not to admt wonen. | was coning out
of the “bathrooni (as our Amwrican friends termit) when | was
anbushed by a nan with a nicrophone who said sonething like this:
“Youre M. Renouf, the President of Rotary International, | believe.
You're fromAustralia?” “Yes,” | replied. “Tell ne, what's your opinion
of our President Jirmy GCarter?” | think | said sonething about his hav-
ing addressed ne as the President of Rotary International, and in that
capacity | had no opinion on any world leader —and certainly no nandate
to try to
interpret the opinions of its 800,000 odd nenbers in nore than 100
countries.

It was an invaluable experience. | learned to ask the newspaper
reporters, for instance, under what headline their story would be print -
ed. | renenber one of themsaying, after having tried in vainto get ne to
state ny personal opinion on the question of wonen in FRotary —“ My
headline wll be ‘FRotary President Vecillates'. “QK” | said, “Let’s
reverse the roles. You're the President of Rotary. Wat woul d you say?”
That, of course, was another question.

It was an exhausting day. | renenber going to ny hotel room after
dinner, and relaxing in front of TV. Aworld heavywei ght title fight between
Leon Spinks and Mihamrmed Ali was being televised. After ten furious
rounds, they were both exhausted —trading punches, but wthout nuch
ent husi asm or venom Wth great synpathy for their dilenma, | called
across the roomto them “QK fellows —I know just howyou feel.” But it
stood ne in good stead during ny termas president. In fact, we decided to
give an abbreviated training programto each inconing director, for nany
of them (probably nost of then) are called upon to face the nedia from
tine to tine, ill-equipped for the encounter. | believe that training has
continued to this day.

It was during ny term on Bll WIk's board that the 1971 RI.
nvention was hel d in Sydney. Qur facilities were quite inadequate to cope
with the larger than expected attendance. Show pavilions would not be
acceptabl e to-day to house such neetings —not even with the facility we
had to relay proceedings via remote T.V. to an adjoining building. But the
originality and “freshness” of the programand the response of Sydney as
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had to relay proceedings via remote T.V. to an adjoining building. But the
originality and “freshness” of the programand the response of Sydney as
a city and the friendliness of its people conpensated for any
shortcomngs in our facilities. | know June had gone shopping with sone of
the overseas ladies, and came back enthused at the way shop
assistants and ordinary people in the streets had nade our visitors feel so
vel cone. Ml bourne, 22 years later, was able to capture that sane
spontaneous friendliness, which is renenbered long after any
shortconing in physical facilities is forgotten (not that Ml bourne had
any).

M second year on the board, under the presidency of E'nst Breitholtz,
had an inauspicious start — dropped from the executive
conmttee; not in favour wth the president; one of the three second year
nenbers not appointed a vice-president and (as | later discovered) the
only nenber of the board to have told Harry Sewart directly that | had not
supported his appoi ntnent as general secretary, although | assured hi mof
ny full support, since he was the al nost unani nous choi ce of the board.

Before leaving for hone, at the conclusion of the board neeting, | had
an interview wth the president. There were at that tine three vice-
presidents, traditionally selected by vote of the board. This year, for the
first tine to ny knowedge, the president intervened in that process to
influence the result, nonminating to selected nenbers of the board the
persons he vanted to fill each of those positions. | told himl was aware of
what had taken place, and that | would take ny place on his board untram
nelled by any sense of obligation to him personally but
deternined to do the very best | could for Fotary. | guess | was feeling a bit
sorry for nyself, and defiant. But that soon wore off.

Having cleared the decks, | went hone wth a nuch nore positive atti -
tude, and a sense of freedomand i ndependence. A vice-president nay sone-
tines feel obliged to defer to his president on natters on which he holds a
contrary view —if only by refraining frombeing critical publicly at a
tinme when he cannot conscientiously agree. | know | had that sense of per-
sonal loyalty to B Il Vel k as a nenber of his executive conmittee. But
| felt no such obligation during ny second year on the board and in conse-
quence | believe | was able to nake a nuch better contribution toits delib-
erations. If | didn't agree wth sonething the president proposed, | said so.
But | al so supported himpublicly and sonetines staunchly when | agreed
with him | knowthat’'s the way it a ways should be, but in a group such as
that, where personal friendships and loyalties run deep, frankness is
sonetines a casual ty.

S | enjoyed ny second year on the board. M relationship wth the
president inproved as the year progressed. He gave ne appoi ntnents on
commttees and assignnents at neetings and functions which indicated that
he held no grudge against ne — which was entirely appropriate, for his
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The Years Between 1972-1977

Qoning off the Rotary International Board in 1972, | was able to get back
into the office nore or less full tine. During the previous two years | had
been there only spasnodical ly, although | realy think the year as gover -
nor nade greater inroads into ny tine in the practi ce than did any one year
on the board. As governor | was involved wth Rotary virtually every wee
k of the year, and nost days. As director | had brief periods (a few weeks
at ating) when | was out of the country and totally involved, but then
woul d be back hone and able to resune a nore or less nornal life.

| had been back about six nonths when ny two partners in Enterprise
Estates Pty. Ltd. (the | and devel opnent conpany) decided they had reached
the point in their lives when they no longer wanted to be involved in the
day to day nanagenent of the conpany. M/ role had al ways been to nanage
the finances. They did the rest — dealing wth councils,
surveyors, contractors, estate agents and the like. W& had a profitable
busi ness, and a substantial |and bank yet to be realised, but they were get -
ting on in years and were vell placed financially. They suggested either
that we wnd up the conpany, or that | take over full responsibility for
nanagenent, for an appropriate fee.

The probl emwhi ch confronted ne was that | could not very well accept
this added work load and at the sane tine continue full tine in practice.
As a nenber of the RI. Board | was absent fromthe practice intermt -
tently, for relatively short periods of tine, and for only two years. | could
plan accordingly. But now | faced the problem of being involved in a
busi ness whi ch nade denands that could not so easily be deternined and
planned in advance. | concluded it was not possible to do both — but the
guestion was whi ch?

| was not yet 52 years old. | was in partnership in a well established
accountancy practice wth a partner who, fromny point of view was
ideal. W had a happy relationship and a secure and predictabl e incone.
Should | trade that for involvenent in sonething less secure (for |and
devel opnent is a very cyclical business), although wth the prospect of an
equal |y rewardi ng i ncone?

Ater nonths of careful consideration, | decided to take the plunge. Doug
Qarke (ny partner) was happy to increase his stake in the practice and
take in a new partner, so | sold themny share, and on July 1, 1973, cut
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ny ties wth a practice | had established 27 years earlier, as a young nan
just out of the air force. It wasn't an easy decision but, as subsequent
events proved, it was the right one.

In an accountancy practice (as in nost other professional practices)
there is little really free tine. Appointnents nade well in advance
fragnent the days, and tie one to the office. Now!| was nore or |ess free of
this strait jacket, wth greater flexibility to plan ny tine, and to think
about doi ng ot her things.

W had built and noved into a new hone i n Nanbour at the tine we were
narried in 1951. It was now no longer nodern, although spacious and
confiortable. But we were attracted to the idea of building out of town, on
a hill wth a viewdown the valley to the sea, so we went |ooking for |and,
and al nost by acci dent found what we wanted. It was a corner block (quar -
ter of an acre — 1,000 sg. netres) on a sloping el evated site in Akinson
Road, Bi Bi, about six km out of town. It cost us $950. Before we |eft
there 20 years later an adjacent block, not quite as large, and wth an
inferior view sold for $60, 000.

By the tine we were abl e to take possessi on of our land (July 1, 1973)
we had engaged an architect, had plans finalised, and were ready to go. But
these were difficult tines. Builders were extrenely busy. | sought prices
fromfour or five reliable forner clients, but no one could start for at
least eight nonths. M patience didn't extend that far. So | decided, on the
advice of a Rotary friend who was a brick-laying contractor, and with the
promsed support of ny architect, to proceed on a sub-contractor basis. It
was quite an experience!

I first spent tine calculating how nuch the place would cost, on the
basis of quantities and prices then prevailing. But | hadn't reckoned wth
the Witlam government’s inflationary policies. Wges and the costs of
naterials were escalating rapidy. | was buying hardware froma store
which didn't adopt the practice (as so nany did) of narking up the price
of od stock to the selling price of new stock; so | soon learned that you
sel ected fromthe bottomof the bin or shelf, for the stock | east affected by
the galloping inflation of the tine. And every few weeks there was an
increase inthe hourly rate pai d to worknen. In consequence, the house cost
substantially nore than ny original estinates. The only consol ation was
that if | had delayed any longer, it would have been even nore
expensi ve.

| learned first hand the frustrations of trying to co-ordinate the vari -
ous sub-contractors, the occasional non-availability of naterials at a
vital stage of construction, and the vagaries of the weather. | did nuch of
the work an unskilled | abourer would nornal Iy do. 1'd be out on site before
the tradesnen at 7 a.m each day, and would be the last to | eave. They were
long, busy days, in which | got nyself into really good shape
physical |y, doing nanual work such as | had never done before, clinbing
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scaffolds to paint every piece of exposed tinber, clinbing down behind
retaining walls to apply ‘black jack’ to waterproof them digging drains
and cleaning up after the tradesnen. | couldn't do it today, but it was a
period of intense physical activity which cane at the right tineinny life,
al though sone of it left ne pernanently inpaired.

I had previously wall -papered nost of the roons in our Nanbour hone,
so deci ded to do the sane throughout the new hone. In preparing the walls,
| was on a plank on a scaffold in the highest point of a cathedral ceiling in
the lounge one day when | decided to engage in a nanoeuvre |'m sure no
acrobat in the Mbscow circus would attenpt. | crashed to the floor, ny
right instep hitting the bottomrung of the scaffold. A couple of hours |ater
| discovered | had lost the sight in one eye. | had suffered a retina detach-
nment. Athough surgery restored the sight, it was never the sanme, and
caused ne a great deal of trouble, especially as several years earlier | had
tornthe retinainthe other eye. For another twenty years | struggled wth
inpaired vision, experinenting wth various prescriptions whi ch seened
to give only tenporary relief, before a lens inplant in each eye in 1993
gave nme 20/20 vision and enabled nme to discard the
spectacles | had worn for 40 years —a surgical procedure not possible at
the tine of ny acrobatic nanoeuvres.

\Wrse than the danage to ny eye at that tine was the danage to ny back.
For atine it seened that | nay be pernanently crippled, but wth exer-
cises and care | have nade a good recovery. Any inconvenience | now suf -
fer on occasions is caused by carelessness in lifting, and is easily
corrected. The sixty seconds | tried to save in changing position on that
scaffold has cost ne dearly over the years; but it has also taught ne the
dangers of inpetuosity.

Wien the opportunity cane to ne to serve as president | had an
adequat e incone frominvestnent, and involvenent in a business which,
wth alittle forward planning, could continue to operate for the year wth
fairly mninal oversight: | never woul d have contenpl ated accepting had |
still been involved wth the practice. | know others in professiona
practices have, and | admre themfor the financial sacrifice they have
nade, for the product they sell is their tine —and the Presidency of RI.
denands all of one's tine for a full year. W& had only seven days at hone
during ny term
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The Year as President (1978-79)

Two controversia events, destined to have far-reaching effect on Rotary's
future, dominated 1978-79. Paradoxically, in one of them!| found nysel f
defending the status quo, and in the other challenging it. Jack Davis's
board, of which | was a nenber, had withdrawn the charter of The Rotary
Qub of Duarte in Glifornia for having flouted the constitution by
adnitting three wonen i nto nenbership. The board had no option. Its first
duty was to uphold the constitution. Like sharks around a crippled prey,
the nedia tasted blood and pressed hone their attack at every available
opportunity. Suddenly Rotary becane news, for the wong reason —and |
spent nuch of ny tine defending the board’ s action and expl ai ni ng the con-
stitutional requirenents for change.

The second event was, of course, the launch of the Health, Hinger and
Huinani ty program agai nst the entrenched opposition of a group of senior
Rotarians conmitted, it seened to ne, to defending the status quo,
fearful of the consequences of what was certainly a fundanental shift in
enphasis. In both of these ny predecessor and ny successor in office
played vita roles.

The 3H concept was nurtured in Jack Davis's board. | was given the
privilege of announcing it at his convention in Tokyo in 1978. Jack's
encouragenent and support were vital. And there was no stronger
proponent of the 3H program than Jim Bonar. Wthout his enthusiastic
advocacy | doubt it would to-day be a Foundation program It was he, too,
who saw nore clearly than nost of us at that tine the threat to Rotary's
future in denying nenbership to wonen. | was fortunate to have served
wth these two great presidents. Soneone once said: “If | have seen
further it is because | have stood on the shoulders of giants.” Jack Davis
and JimBonar were such giants. | and the Rotary world will forever be
indebted to them

Wien | speak to people about ny term as president, nany are
surprised to find that it involved living in Bsanston for a full year; but
they are even nore surprised to learn that during the preceding sixty
weeks, based in Nanbour, | was overseas forty weeks. | don’t know of any
president who has not spent alnost as much tine in preparation as he did
inthe actud office

It is demanding, continuous work. It takes a large slice of one's life.
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Wiy, then, do people so wllingly accept the burden of office? Perhaps it’s
altruism perhaps ego; probably sone of each. But | think nost woul d
admit (to thenselves, if not to others) that it is nostly ego, for since
1905 fewer than one hundred of the millions who have enjoyed Rotary
nenber shi p have been so honour ed.

G course that statistic (one out of nillions) can be quite nisleading. |
wasn't the choice of a najority of the 800,000 Fotarians at that tine.
Mst had never heard of ne. Al that was needed was to have ten
nenbers at a certain point intine judge ne favourably —three out of five
on the nominating conmittee for director, and seven out of 12 on the nom
inating coomttee for president. Additionally, there were geographic Iim
itations. It was then the customto select every third president froma
country outside North Arverica —nowtwo out of three, in recognition of
the gronth of Rotary outside the USA S the limted field from which
selection is nade in any one year al so restricts the conpetition.

There are nmany who are capable, qualified and available, who wll
never get the call for avariety of reasons unrelated to their suitability or
wllingness to serve. It was a recognition of that fact, no doubt, which
pronpted Past President R chard Evans to say to Bill Vél k (upon his nom
ination): “Bll, never forget you ve been appointed — not anointed.” Gyod
advi cel

WUon naking its decision, the nonminating conmittee tel ephones the
successful candidate to confirmhis availability. Wually, as Royce Abbey
and Gen Kinross Wil confirm that call cones through in Australia in the
wee snall hours of the norning. | was spared that intrusion into ny
slunber, for | was in Sydney when they net, unaware of the neeting.
They had great difficulty locating ne, but finally contacted Doug B ggs (ny
brother-in-law who was able to tell them!|’'d be returning to Nanbour
md-afternoon. So they adjourned their neeting to the hotel at which they
vwere staying, and were near the end of a pleasant dinner when |
responded to their nessage to tel ephone a designated nunber in Evanston.
| knew then that |ife woul d never be the sane.

Because our daughter Judy had returned hone fromLondon to take care
of our hone and ny business affairs, | was able to devote nyself fully to
the task of the presidency free of distractions. Axd | needed to be able to do
that. Lhtil the call fromthe noninating coomttee | had gi ven the appoint -
ment no thought, for the ~chance of selection was really
pretty slim

Now suddenly, all that had changed. Wthin five nonths | would be
serving on Jack Davis's board as president-el ect, conscious of a whol e
range of issues to be sandw ched in between seemngly incessant travel. In
recent years that has becone nuch nore denanding, wth the
president-elect expected to attend nost (if not al) of the Rotary
Institutes. | went to very fewof them Wth the nonminating conmittee now

210

THE YEAR AS PRESI DENT ( 1978-79)

nmeeting four nonths earlier, and a nuch nore adequate budgetary provi -
sion for such travels, he is expected to attend.

Qne deci si on whi ch needs to be nade early is the sel ection of a thene, for
(at least in ny experience) it has a significant influence on the
devel opnent of a programor enphasis for the year in office. | stunbled
upon mne, alnost by chance. Just a couple of nonths after nomination |
was at a Rotary neeting at Las \egas, where a youth choir sang a song in
whi ch the words “Reach Qut” were used repeatedly to enphasi se the nes-
sage. Here was ny thene — sinple, challenging and adaptable. | could
inagi ne clubs and districts using these two sinple words to gi ve enphasi s
to whatever programwas their focus for the year — Reach Qut —to the
yorg . . . totheddely . . . tothe homeless. . . tothe hungy . . . tothe
lonely.

Actually, it wasn't quite as straight forward as that. | had two others in
mnd, so | wote to tw of ny closest friends inthe USA (Past Drectors
Pratt Secrest and Mke Pedrick) and sought their opinions. They both
preferred “Reach Qut”. In ny subsequent conplete immersion in that
thene | have lost beyond recall the words of the other two. Pratt later
proved inval uabl e in devel opnent of the thene folder. | had worked on it
wth staff through about ten different drafts, and when we finally had it
down to what | thought was a bare minimumto convey the nessage, | flew
down to Thonasville to spend a day or two wth himto discuss it and ot her
natters. Hs training in journalism soon becane apparent. Che by one
superfluous words were deleted and others substituted, until finally we
had a docunent devoid of redundancy.

Each year the thene developed by the president assunes increasing
inportance. (It’s hard to inagine there was a tine when there wasn't one.)
Adopted and approved by the board, it reduces to a few carefully chosen
words the goals and objectives for the year. Every word in the thene
folder is subject to critica scrutiny and evaluation. Before nmine was
finally drafted | went to our office in Zurich, where there are experts in
several languages. | spent an hour or so with themin the norning, when
they discussed with ne what | was trying to convey in what | thought were
two fairly sinple words in an unconplicated thene. Wen | went back
later inthe day, they inforned ne those two words literally translated into
French were the notto of the French communist party. So they had to use
different but sinmlar words to convey the nessage.

Having been through all that, | had just presented to the board the final
draft of the thene fol der when a staff nenber handed to ne a note which
said it appeared, froma report of the Lions International annual conven-
tion, that they had adopted and announced the sane thene. V¢ pronptly
telephoned their international headquarters, to be assured that when the
words “reach out . . . reach out”, were used by their president in closing
their international convention, he was nerely urging his
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audi ence to extend thensel ves in service. In fact, they didn't have a thene,
but a two-year service enphasis. | was later grateful to have
discovered this when | did, for just before | announced the thene to the
convention in Tokyo | received a cable fromsoneone in Australia inform
ing ne that | was copying the Lions International thene. |nagine what that
woul d have done to ny norale had | not known better!

d course, the words | had chosen were neani ngl ess unl ess natched wth
action. As | used to say in sone of ny speeches: “You cannot reach out wth
your hands in your pocket.” So | started to think about a
program which would give relevance to the thene, and gradually there
energed the idea which we now know as The Heal th, Hunger and Hunanity
(the 3H Program It didn't happen overnight. Miny had a part in its
devel opnent. It was controversial to an extent | hadn't anticipated. In
fact, had | realised the oppositionit would generate | nay well have direct -
ed ny energies el sewhere.

June used sonetines say to ne: “dem don't you think you re placing
too much enphasis on 3H? There are other prograns”. She was
concerned that if this radical (inthe ninds of song) newidea failed to gain
general acceptance, ny whol e year would be a failure. But | used to defend
ny singl e nindedness by pointing out that when a satellite is launched into
space, it is at the nonent of blast-off that nost of the
energy is expended, as evidenced by the heat and the gas and the noise —a
rather appropriate simle, given the intensity of the opposition of sone
very influential Rotarians to the programs |aunch.

| had originaly intended to record, in a separate chapter of this book,
the story of the birth and devel opnent of the 3H program but because of
its historical significance | have been asked to deal wthit in greater detail
in a separate book, which wll be published about the sane tine as this one.
However, since it constituted a najor part if ny activities during and
inmedi ately after ny year in office, | have decided to deal wth it briefly
here.

It was conceived at the February 1978 neeting of the Board of R1., on
vwhich | was serving as president-elect. Jack Davis, the president at the
tine, was concerned about the toll of preventabl e diseases on the world' s
children, and proposed appropriating $30,000 or nore for each of the two
or nore years to conmunicate the need to Rotarians. H's hope was that the
Trustees of The Rotary Foundation woul d support the idea, but even at that
early stage they were unsynpathetic to the proposal. Later, they were
i npl acably opposed to it.

A'so on the agenda of that neeting was discussion concerning plans to
comenorate Rotary’s 75th anniversary —then only two years anay. \Vé
were looking for an idea or project which would nake a najor inpact,
worthy of the occasion. But what? V¢ adjourned that afternoon w thout
havi ng nade a deci si on.
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That evening, inny office at the Secretariat, | drafted a proposal whi ch
| left on Jack Davis' table sone tine after midnight. H saw ne the next
day and said he thought it should be discussed by the board — and it wes.
Any naj or proposal whi ch cones before a 17 nenber board i s al nost cer -
tain to energe in a different form as this one did. | wanted a pernanent
fund, with only the incone to be spent in perpetuity. The board decided on
the expenditure of the fund in total over a period of five years.

But the essential elenents of ny proposal renained. The noney to be
raised over a two year period would be used to fund na&jor international
projects, beyond the capacity of any one club or district.

And so (as nentioned earlier), at the 1988 (onvention in Tokyo, | was
given the privilege of announcing details of the new Health, Hinger and
Huinani ty Program which | launched officially at a canp for handi capped
peopl e on Long Island, New York, on ny first day in office —July 1, 1978.

It wasn't long before we received fromthe Philippines our first pro-
posal —to inmunise 6.3 nillion children against polio, at a cost of about
$760, 000. Never before, in our long history, had we done anything |ike
ths — and it wasn't long before opposition to this radical new idea
ener ged.

A group of very senior Rotarians, including four past presidents and a
forner general secretary of R1. did all they could to strangl e the program
inits infancy. They declared Rotary had no business trying to solve the
world's problens. For 55 years we had operated under a board policy
whi ch actively di scouraged what was called ‘corporate action'’ —i.e clus
conbi ng to undertake naj or projects. Their fear was that the autonony of
individual clubs would be threatened if they joined forces with others to
undert ake such najor projects as were envisaged with 3H

I'n consequence, we dissipated our resources on a multiplicity of rela-
tively small and unrelated projects, building walls instead of bridges,
when al |l around us were pressing probl ens which could only be resol ved
by cl ubs confining to undertake projects too large for any one of them

I was warned that fund raising for such a naor program woul d
adversely affect annual contributions to The Rotary Foundation, which then
stood at $12 million. Seven years | ater, as chairnan of The Trustees, | was
delighted to be able to report that contributions were then running at tw ce
that rate — $25 million; that in that seven year period we had recei ved
nore than twce as nuch as the total for the previous 61 years, and that
our corpus had doubl ed from$40 million to $80 mllion.

There's a lesson in that which we should never forget — and the
PolioF us canpaign later confirned it — when challenging goals are set
(whether at club, district or international level) Rotarians generally wil
respond generously.

The decision by the Trustees, on the recomnmendation of Jim Bonar’'s
board, to adopt 3H as an ongoi ng programof the Foundation; the struggle to
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survive agai nst the deternined opposition of the influential and highly
organi sed group of senior past officers; the canpaign to influence public
opinion wth letters to the regional nagazines, speeches at club and dis-
trict neetings; the challenges to the programat the Dallas convention and
two Gouncils on Legislation —were a constant threat to the programs sur -
vival. Probably never before or since have the constitutional docunents of
R1. been so closely exanined, in search of technical inpedinents to con-
tinuance of the program

It was a titanic struggl e, recorded nore conpl etely for posterity in the
history which | have witten of the birth and devel opnent of the 3H
programand (as indicated earlier) published separately.

The final showdown took place at the 1983 (ouncil on Legislation at
Monaco, where two proposal s were introduced, the passage of either of
whi ch woul d have killed the 3H program (ne sought to rescind a resol u-
tion of the 1980 Gouncil expressing support for the programand provid-
ing for its funding through The Rotary Foundation. The other was a very
radical proposed enactnent (83-84) which sought to enshrine in the
onstitution of RI. a provision that Rotary International had no right or
authority to engage in any activities as a corporate entity, aone or in
concert with others. It would be linmted to servicing the clubs, districts,
their officers and the board of directors — nothing nore than an
adnini strative unit.

It was an audacious thrust ained at the jugular vein of the 3H program
which if passed woul d have destroyed not only the 3H program but al so
nany other great prograns and activities.

Both proposals were defeated overwhelmingly. Fnally, five years of
conflict cane to an end. A last we could get on wth the program at the
sane tine having laid to rest the “corporate activity” bogey to which we
had for so | ong been capti ve.

As already stated, it was while | was serving on Jack Davis's board as
presi dent-el ect (Royce Abbey was there too, as second vice-president)
that the Rotary Qub of Duarte in Glifornia adnmtted three wonen into
nenbership, in direct contravention of the nale-only nenbership
provisions of our constitution. The board therefore had no alternative to
W thdraw ng their charter.

The cl ub appeal ed agai nst this decision to the 1978 Gnvention at Tokyo.

Presenting their case to the convention, their representative said: “Vé
are not trying to force fenales on Rotary International. S let’s not
confuse that issue. V¢ are only seeking, for our self-deternination,
wonen in Rotary — wonen in a Rotary club on a local option.”

In responding on behalf of the board, President Jack Davis said “Veé
have heard from Rotarian MJinpson why the Rotary club of Duarte felt
justifiedinvioating therules. It is significant that the club chose not to
use its right to propose an enactnent to change the rules. It decided to
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wonen in Rotary — wonen in a Rotary club on a local option.”

In responding on behal f of the board, President Jack Davis said “Vé
have heard from Rotarian MJinpson why the Rotary club of Duarte felt
justifiedinvioating therules. It is significant that the club chose not to
use its right to propose an enactnent to change the rules. It decided to
change the rules unilateraly. In other words, to establish its own rules.”

By an overwhelning najority — 1,060 to 34 — delegates voted to
uphol d the board' s decision. It was sinply that. It was not a vote agai nst the
adni ssi on of wonen into our nenbership. That decision woul d cone |ater
at a duly constituted Gouncil on Legislation, representative of all Rotary
cl ubs.

Wiat a divisive and controversial issue, wthin Rotary and the w der
conmuni ty! It dogged ne the whole of ny year in office. As the officia
representative of Fotary International | was obliged to defend the board s
action in uphol ding the constitution. Wth the benefit of ny previous nedia
training | had devel oped a technique for diverting the inevitabl e question-
ing about “wonen in Fotary” to the wder issue of our concern for wonen,
and especially for the nothers of the millions of children who were the
beneficiaries of our new3H program But | soon di scovered that what went
to ar was invariably the fifteen second fragnent which
hi ghlighted our restrictive nenbership provisions, wth no acknow edge-
nent of our hunanitarian prograns touching the lives, not just of three
wonen, but of mllions.

Delivering the Sr Angus Mtchell Menorial Address at the fourteenth
Australian Regional Institute in Hobart in January 1980, under the title
“Rotary — the Road Ahead’, and wth the din of the Duarte battle still
ringing inny ears, | sad -

Vénen will continue to enter the workforce in increasing nunbers, and
as an increasing proportion of the total work force . . . The trend whi ch
is evident to-day is gai ning nonentum supported in sone countries by
legislation which chall enges our existing basis of nenbership. | well
renenber the first tine | heard of a proposal to cone before the coun-
cil onlegislation to admt wonen to Rotary. | couldn't believe the pro-
poser was serious. Nowit is aregular itemon the agenda of our |egisla-
tive body, and is progressively attracting additional support as the
environnent in which we operate gradual Iy changes.

There were sone who interpreted that statenent as advocacy for the
adm ssion of wonen into Rotary, which it wasn't.

Meanvhi I e, the battle being fought by the X-Rotary AQub of Duarte (as
it called itself) raged on, through the courts of Gllifornia, their cause
having been taken up by the Gouncil for Qvil Liberties, which provided
access to substantial financial and legal resources and nedia support. It
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was, of course, a natter of nuch greater significance than just the
nenbership of a snall Rotary club. An inportant principle was at stake,
the outcone finally decided by the Suprene Qurt of the USA, in
consequence of which the nale only restriction on Rotary club nenier -
ship was abolished inthe USA, and ultinately (by decision of the Guncil
on Legislation) world-w de.

It was unfortunate that the door closed to fenal e nenbership was final -
ly battered down fromthe outside, instead of being opened invitingly from
the inside, as it would have been eventually, wth changing attitudes and
increasing pressure for change evident at succeeding councils on
legislation.

A nost fromthe nonent of ny selection by the nominating conmittee,
| had to start plaming ny travels, if for no other reason than the
nunber of requests which cane in fromenthusiastic Rotarians keen to get
an early coonmtnent to visit their area or favourite function. The prob-
lemis that, after four or five presidents in successi on have accepted invi -
tations to a particular annual event, a precedent has been established and
the local s expect every president to do so. | found it necessary on a num
ber of occasions to say no to sone, so that |1 could say yes to others who had
not seen a president in their area for years.

Because we were | aunching the 3H program | decided to concentrate ny
travels in visits to third world countries, so that | could becone
personal ly sensitised to their needs and probl ens, and give recognition to
clubs and Rotarians working tirelessly and effectively to neet those needs.
June was wonderful, her genuine concern for peopl e evident wherever we
went —and that despite occasional disconfiort. In fact, after one trip when
conditions were fairly prinitive, she said: “dem do you plan to spend any
tine in Europe or Scandinavia?’ “Not this year,” | said. “V& Il go there
sone other tine.” | think she was disappointed, but she accepted it wll -
ingly. Afewyears later we went there on a private tour, wthout Rotary
commtnents, when we had nore tine to oursel ves and were able to enj oy
it tothe full; for despite the friendiness and hospitality of our local hosts
when we went on officia visit, we did’t ever have tine just to be
our sel ves.

Qur first trip anay fromthe Secretariat was in Qctober to Brazil, then
Argentina, then across the South Atlantic to Liberia, Serra Leone, Giana,
Ngeria, Tunisia and on up to Fone for a planning neeting for the Fone
convention. For the first tine in our lives, during our week or so in
Argentina, we found oursel ves under constant protection. Qur local hosts
vere taking no chances on having the president of R1. kidnapped and hel d
to ransom so we were acconpanied on all our travels by arned guards,
even having themstand guard all night outside our hotel roomat Mr del
Rata

However, in Buenos Ares we decided to get a little free tine to
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However, in Buenos Ares we decided to get a little free tine to
oursel ves, so when we'd be delivered to our hotel about 4 p.m, we'd
dismss the guards until they reappeared for whatever night function we
had (and there was one every night). V& d then wait a fewmnutes to give
themtine to disappear, and set off to wander the streets of the city,
expl oring the shops and just being oursel ves. Reporting later to the board
onour visit, | paid tribute to our local hosts for being so solicitous of our
velfare, but told themof the way we were able to get away undetected on
our own for a couple of hours. “No you didn't,” said Jorge Higo Aletta de
Sylvas (the director fromthe region). “There was soneone fol | ow ng you
wher ever you went.”

Sone R1. presidents are multi-lingual. Enst Breitholtz spoke seven
| anguages — Bob Barth and others fromEurope are sinilarly gifted. But |
spoke only English — and that with an Australian accent. So how could |
nanage to convey a nessage to a non-English speaking audi ence? | decided
early tolearnalittle Spanish, since that seened to be one of the nest com
nonl y spoken | anguages other than English. | bought a Berlitz course, and
practised assiduously — to discover, when | tried it out on sone of ny
South Anerican friends, that the Spani sh spoken in Spain is quite differ-
ent fromthat in South America

So | abandoned ny language training (for which | had no aptitude
anyway) and deci ded to have ny speeches transl ated by one of the RI. staff,
then put on tape. 1'd then have themprinted, wth the English on one |ine,
and the Spani sh version phonetically on the next line. Haing done this
prior tony first trip into South Awerica, Afonso Rubiano, who had done
the translation, saidto ne: “President Qem do you mind if | give you sone
advi ce? | suggest you not do this.” “Wy not?" | asked. “Because you w ||
be too concerned wth the words. Your personality wll not cone through.”
“Wat you're telling ne Afonso,” | replied, “Is not to nake a fool of
nysel f.” “Exactly,” he said And he was right, for a a
district dinner in Argentina, wth each of his club presidents present, the
gover nor (who spoke quite good English) turned to ne and said, wth great
pride: “Vénderful onion, president dem” | hadn’'t had any onion. It took
e a nmnute or tw to realise that what he was trying to say was
“Wnder ful union” (or unity).

I wonder how nany such mistakes | would have nade, with ny very
inperfect Spanish, had not A fonso Rubiano rescued ne and persuaded ne
instead to deliver ny speeches in English, pausing frequently so that the
local director could translate, even if he did occasionally enfellish thema
little. 1 know he did, for when | spoke at a large neeting in Brazilia the
Austral i an Anbassador cane up to ne after the neeting, said sone com
plinentary things about ny speech, then added: “but the translation was
better.” I'msure it was, for evenin English (not his native tongue) Paulo
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(osta used col ourful, dranatic words and phrases. | could only inagine the
transfornation he had wought on ny speech in translating it into
Por t uguese.

Wst Africa was fascinating — and challenging. S|l Rotary clubs,
with neagre resources, are confronted every day wth enornous unnet
needs. They are a vital elenent in their local societies, particularly when
they are able to tap the resources available to them through Rotary in
Wrld Gommunity Service and 3H Projects, and in the training of their
young peopl e through The Rotary Foundation Anbassadorial Schol ar - shi ps.

In each country | was able to neet wth the Head of Sate, aways in the
conpany of local Rotary leaders. Thus, | was able to give them the
opportunity to tell their story (an opportunity they would not otherw se
have), at the highest level of authority in their country. A couple of
incidents stand out: -

In Gana ve net wth the Head of Sate —a very stern | ooking general
naned Akuffo.

W were scheduled to spend ten ninutes wth him but as | told him
about the Ghani an graduates who had st udi ed abroad under our schol arshi ps
program of the  focus of our new y devel opi ng 3H
program and as the local Rotarians told what they were doing, his severe
nmlitary bearing gave way to a rel axed, infornal discussion whi ch went on
for about 25 minutes. A lunch that day, at the neeting of the Rotary G ub
of Accra, the president announced that we had had a wonderful neeting that
norning wth the Head of State, who sniled twice. There was
rapturous appl ause. Wy ? “Because,” | was told, “the Head of Sate never
smles.”

Here was a nmilitary nan who had sei zed power by force, and (not wth-
out reason) suspected the notives of anyone coming to see him S his
guard was always up. | cane to himas the representative of an organi sa-
tion which had no hidden agenda and asked for nothing —but offered nuch.
S he rel axed.

¢ |ater established in his country an excellent agricultura training
institution. Sadly, hedid not livetoseeit. H vent the way of so nany nl -
itary dictators of that tine

In Tunis | was challenged by a journalist wth the question: “Wy is
Rotary so elitist?

| asked what evi dence she had to support that statenent. “The Rotarians
of Tunis,” she replied. SO | said to her: “In that case, you' d expect their
world president to be representative of that class, wouldn't you?" She
agreed. “Véll let ne tell you he is an accountant who has a snal | busi ness
inasnal country town of about 10,000 in Australia, enploying fewer
than twenty people. Does that sound elitist?
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inasnal country town of about 10,000 in Australia, enploying fewer
than twenty people. Does that sound elitist?

I think she was surprised. Certainly in a large city such as Tunis,
drawing its Rotary nenbership fromthe top echel on of the business com
mnity, Fotary might well appear to be elitist. But | inagine if she were
to get out into the snaller country tows she would find Rotary clubs
whose nenbers were of nmuch nore nodest neans (as | found in India, for
instance), but who were deeply involved in very significant
personal service neeting the needs of their conmunities.

For ne this was a very illumnating encounter, because it reinforced
the validity of the statenent | had nade earlier that “Rotary takes
ordinary nen and gives them extraordinary opportunities.”

Rarely does the president of RI. attend district conferences, sinply
because there are too nmany of them (currently about 515), and also
because in attending one it is difficut to say noto others. But | broke wth
tradition. The governors of the Philippines asked if | would attend a joint
conference of their four districts. | agreed to do it. Then the governors of
the two districts in Taiwan heard about it, and asked if 1'd do the sane in
Taiwan, if they held their conference immediately after the Philippines
conferences. Again | agreed. Then the governor in i Lanka asked if 1'd
attend his conference the followng week-end, since this was the fiftieth
anni versary of Fotary in Si Lanka. Howcould | say no? Then soneone said
to ne: “You can't go into Asia wthout visiting Japan.” S | fitted that in
between Taiwan and Si Lanka.

Because the previous five presidents had visited India |l had nade a firm
resolve not to go there, but relented when | found | had tine between Si
Lanka and a planned visit to Israel. So we vwent to India They were two
cronded days. V¢ departed lonbo on conclusion of the district
conference late Sunday afternoon, arriving 55 minutes later at Mdras.
Then a pool si de reception, dinner, a neeting at which | spoke (June's diary
says “briefly”), tobed at 11 p.m W at 4.15 the next day to catch a 5.55
am flight to Delhi, and a wole round of officia engagenents — to the
Prinme Mnister who tal ked about wonen in Rotary —to the President for
acup of teaand a biscut —to Mhatna Ghandi's grave to lay a weath —
then an inter-city neeting, a visit to a cancer hospital,
fellowshipand teainalarge tent, dinner at acity hotel, thenanight of tra-
ditional dancing. To bed about nidnight. The next day (Tuesday) we left
Del hi at 9.30 for Bonbay, and an equal |y crowded day which ended |ate at
night at alarge inter-city neeting, just in tine to enable us to pack our
suitcases to catch a2 am flight for Israel. By this tine | was regretting
having nade the visit to India | had previously voned | woul dn't nake. But
| could not, in good conscience, fly over it when | had Mnday and Tuesday
spare. Those Indian Rotarians knew how to “fill the unforgiving nminute
wth sixty seconds’ worth of distance run” and to extract the last ounce of
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energy from their president and his wfe. Such friendy,
hospi tabl e peopl e !

Qne hour out we had to turn back wth engine trouble, eventually I|eav-
ingat 8am The fact that we arrived in Tel Aviv six hours late was only a
mnor concern to the locals. They whisked us straight from the
airport to the Knesset to neet and have lunch with the Israeli cabinet (ne
unshaven, both of us in need of a shower and change of clothes), al the
while telling us not to be disappointed at having nissed the visits to
projects etc. planned for that norning —they woul d squeeze themin to our
already cronded two day itinerary. And they did.

Wil e we found these travels interesting and stinul ating, our thoughts
turned often to hone and fanily and friends, so we planned to do a quick
tour of Australia, culmnating in a week in Nanbour over Christnas. It
was a whirlwind trip. V@ were away from BEvanston exactly five weeks.
Qur first stop was Paris, for the CENAEMInstitute, then on to Bahrein for
a coupl e of days, fromthere to Indonesia al so for a coupl e of days —cr owd-
ed days, wth FRotary neetings, visits to dignitaries, and of course
inspecting Rotary projects.

A 3 am on Friday Decenber 8 1978, we arrived at Perth, to com
nence a tour which took us in twelve days to ten different centres from
Perth to Giirns —at each of them never-to-be-forgotten neetings where
hundreds of Rotarians and their w ves gat hered.

VW left Perth on the “red-eye specia” on Sunday about nidnight, just
intine to beat the grounding of all aircraft of the najor airlines, for this
was the beginning of a strike which lasted over the next nine days. V¢ were
never quite sure whether we would be able to arrive on tine at the next
designated neeting — but we always did, using cars or snall privately
chartered aircraft.

On Monday Decenber 11, we were in Adelaide, for the biggest such
neeting for Rotarians only during the whol e of our year; Tuesday at 1 p.m
we had a large neeting at the Mwonee Valley Racecourse (Ml bourne),
another that night at Bendigo, Vednesday we were in Devonport
(Tasnania), Thursday Bathurst, Friday Arnmidale, Saturday Brisbane,
Sunday at hone, Mbnday in Rockhanpton, Tuesday in Cairns. Fortunately
the strike concluded that day, so we were able to fly south to Brisbane and
then on hone, where we enjoyed the Christnas break for a week, |eaving
on Decenfer 27, on the return journey to Evanston via california and Las
\egas.

Anyone not fanmiliar wth the vast distances involved in such an itiner-
ary wll not appreciate the difficulties faced by t he organi sers of those ten
neetings, because of the cancellation of airline schedules, particularly as
only four of themwere in capital cities.

As | ook back now 21 years later, | amsurprised that ny |asting nem
ory of those hectic days is not of exhaustion, but rather of exhilaration. To
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As | 1ook back now 21 years later, | amsurprised that ny |asting nem
ory of those hectic days is not of exhaustion, but rather of exhilaration. To
be anong one’s own; to experience the warnth of their friendship and the
strength of their support (particularly for the 3H progran); to be able to
acknow edge that support personally in the presentation of hundreds of 3H
banners, was the tonic we needed then, at the hal fway point in our crowd-
ed year.

There were, of course, nany other nenorable experiences in our
travels, details of which (fortunately) June recorded in her diary. |
nention just these fewto indicate what is expected of the president and his
wfe as they travel the world. V& spent about half our tine in that sort of
activity, the renainder of it at the Secretariat, engaged in neetings of the
board, conmittees and general adninistration.

There is never enough tine to do all that could be done at the
Secretariat, despite the fact that in ny tine we had a staff of about 300.
M principal contact wth the staff was, of course, through the general
secretary and his division heads. Wenever possible | net wth them at
their regul ar Wdnesday staff planning neeting.

But we decided it would be a good idea if we could a so neet person-to-
person wth each nenber of the staff —not at work, but in the rel axed
at nosphere of our apartnent. And so | arranged with Jean Ann (ny secre-
tary) to draw up a roster and issue invitations to groups of about 30 to
spend an hour or two with us after work on days we woul d be there. June
was a good cook, and delighted in preparing a sunptuous afternoon tea (or
coffee), using sone of her favourite Australian recipes, foreign to nost of
those attending. Being a good Met hodi st, she served “Methodi st RumBal | s”
—wth vanilla essence substituted for rum (Ve later discovered there's
nore al cohol in vanilla essence than run). In a staff of 300 odd nany had
never net others working in different divisions, until they came to our
afternoon teas. Several of June’s recipes were in such denand we had t hem
copied and displayed on the staff notice board, near the entrance to the
cafeteria. No one asked for the recipe for any of her \egenite delicacies!

W vere there during the col dest snap in Chicago for a nost a century.
In fact, looking back through copies of letters | wote to friends in
Australia, | found one I had witten on February 6, 1979, to Jack Russell,
ny long tine Ar Force friend in Ml bourne, who for years had suffered
ny taunts about Mel bourne’s weather. It paints the picture of conditions at
that tine

W certainly have been having it cold here this past nonth or so. Vien
people ask ne if it ever gets as cold as this in Austrdia | say “No —
except in a place called Mlbourne”. | think this even has Ml bourne
beaten. Yesterday was the coldest day in Chicago since 1895 — 17
degrees bel ow but sonewhere between 30 and 35 bel ow with the factor
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fromthe wnd. It hasn't really worried us. W& just rug up, and have no
troubl e surviving in noving fromplace to place. Qur apartnent is very
vell heated, and so is the office, so it causes us very little inconve-
ni ence.

The nain problemis negotiating the ice covered si dewal ks. V¢ have had
sonet hi ng over 40 inches of snowin the past 5 or 6 weeks, and all of it
isstill there. It has never been above freezing point inthat tine to nelt
it, so one just wal ks along on 3 feet of snow which has been conpact ed
to about half that depth of ice. V@ have |earned the goose-step which
affords maxi numprotection agai nst falling over, although that has hap-
pened to each of us once, wthout any very danaging result.

Harry Sewart had been General Secretary since January, 1972, his
termexpiring on January 1, 1979. Uhder nornal circunstances, if he
had been re-appoi nted, he woul d have served for another eighteen nonths
before conpulsory retirenent. The dilentma | faced was whether to
reconmend to the board his re-appointnent for that short period, or the
appoi ntnent of a new general secretary who coul d serve during the whol e
of the anticipated five year life of the 3H program

| liked Harry personally. He had served in Vorld Vér Il as a Bl7
boner pilot over Europe wth the US Ar Force. H'd been on the RI.
staff for longer than | could renenber, nuch of that tine as assistant gen-
eral secretary. But his health was indifferent (he'd had heart trouble and
later by-pass surgery) and | believed his ong and close association wth
the past |eadership of RI1. would nake it difficult for himto support fully
a new program (3H which, even at that early stage, was being | ooked on
wth a jaundiced eye by nany influential Rotarians who were his close
friends.

Inmedi ately after the Tokyo convention our board had its first neeting
at Hikone. Qe of the first itens on the agenda was the appointnent of a
general secretary, effective the followng January 1. V& invited
applications from the staff (since there was no tine to seek anyone
outside), and had three applicants — Harry, Phil Lindsay (his assistant
general secretary) and Herb Pignan. After a long day, during which we
interviened each of themat length, we finally decided by secret ballot to
appoint Herb Fignan. It wasn't an easy decision, but wth the inpendi ng
launch of a najor new programwhich it was then anticipated woul d run
for five years, the board decided to appoint soneone who had no close ties
w th those who were opposed to it, who believed init, and who woul d prob-
ably be in office during the whole of that five year period.

| realised | was taking a chance. For the first six nonths of ny terml
woul d be working wth a nan who nmight well feel aggrieved, and be |ess
than enthusiastic to give 100% support to a president who had nade no
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than enthusiastic to give 100% support to a president who had nade no
secret of the fact that he thought the tine had cone for a change. |
needn't have worried. Hary was a true professional. If he had any
msgivings about the new direction we were taking, he kept them to
hinsel f, and supported ne conpletely in al that we did at this very vita
stage in the devel opnent of the year's agenda for change.

Herb Pignan took over fromHarry on January 1, 1979, and brought to
his appointnent different skills and experience. Harry was prinarily an
administrator, having served for nany years as Assistant General
Secretary to George Means, who was wel | known and respected as one who
“ran atight ship’. Hrb cane to the position via a different rotte — orig-
indly as awiter on the staff of The Rotarian, his later invol venent was
wth training (he headed up the staff responsible for that function at the
tine | was trained as a district governor) and in prograns. | think it woul d
be fair to say that where Hurry viened Rotary in great detail through a
close-up lens, Herb's viewwas through a wde-angle lens — and a this
point in Fotary's history we needed that perspective. | was therefore for-
tunate to have had the benefit of the |eadership of these two different nen
—inthe first six nonths, in the organisational phase of our program the
experienced and conpetent administrator; in the second six nonths the
vi sionary (a so possessed of good organi sational skills).

Inevitably, | suppose, there are frustrations as well as rewards in
serving in the office of president, for as one plans his year in detail it is
soon apparent that there are not enough days to do all that one would |ike
to da

1978-79 was not a leap year, so | had available to ne for ny year in
office only 365 days.

Deduct fromthis —  Bvery avail abl e Sunday of f 50
Travel (49%of the tine, in ny case) 180
Board neetings 25
Commi ttee neetings 20
International Assenbly &
International Gonvention 15
290
That |eaves, for al the other work
vhi ch has to be done 75
days.

Fortunately, June and | enjoyed good health during the whole of the
year. Not once did we have to cancel an appoi ntnent or engagenent because
of illness. | attribute that to the fact that we nade a point of putting Sunday
aside for rest. W would sleep in, have breakfast just in tine to alow us
towal k to our local church, walk hone, collecting the Chicago Tribune on
the way, have a light lunch, then spread out on the bed, read about two
pages of The Tribune, and sleep. Refreshed, we were able to face another
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week with renewed vigour.

So what did | do with those 75 ‘spare’ days? Many of themwere taken
up in selecting and appoi nting representatives to district conferences. |’ ve
been told sone presidents leave this to staff. | didn't, and | don't think
nmany have. | asked for recommendations from past officers around the
world (because no president can possibly know every potential
representative) then checked with the director fromthe region or zone
before finally issuing the invitation. It takes tine, and has to be planned
wthin a budget —in ny case, at an average cost for the 375 districts of
US$617 per district —an inpossibly low figure today, wth the escal a-
tion of travel and accormodation costs.

I found witing The President’s Message for The Rotarian and Rotary’'s
regional nagazines quite tine consuning. | wote ten of them invariably
based upon sone personal experience, so that they were very Australian in
character. For exanpl e, the August nessage under the headi ng “Catch your
\Vve" was based upon ny observations of surf board riders at Noosa
Heads, each catching his own wave. In Septenber (youth nonth) | built a
nessage around a statenent | had heard in a recorded speech of the late
Rotarian Hetcher Jones —“Wiat we say whispers . . . Wiat we do thun-
ders.” The Decenber nessage was under the title “The Heal th, Hinger and
Humanity Program — Rotary’s Snowy Muntains Project”. The story of
the bark pictures which ny nother fashioned so creatively frompieces of
paper bark and seaweed, was used in the April issue, under the headi ng
“The quest for hidden talent”, to encourage inconming club presidents and
district governors to appoint to their coomttees peopl e who, for various
reasons, had never had a real chance to denonstrate their ability.

d course, these nessages had to be witten nonths in advance — whi ch
| found very denanding. | used frequently to go back to the apartnent,
where | had a snall typewiter, and in the solitude, away fromthe dis-
tractions of the Secretariat, |aboriously tap out ny nessage. The journal -
ist who wites a daily columm (or even a weekly col unm) for the newspa-
pers has ny unqualified synpathy and admiration. | would starve if | had
todothat for aliving as| wouldasowiting abook such as this.

But by far the bulk of ny tine was taken up in answering correspon-
dence directed specifically to the president, in followng through on
inplenentation of board and conmittee decisions, in preparation for the
next neeting, and of course in defending the 3H programfromthe nount -
ing opposition of its determned opponents. | have been asked by those who
have represented the president at conferences: “Does the president read
every report sent to himby his rep.?” | didn't, for two reasons — nost of
themcane inin the last nonth or two (or even after the end of the year)
when preparations for the international assenbly and convention denand-
ed a great deal of ting, and in any case there were too nany of them (Gen
Kinross woul d have received about 520 reports. If he had spent just 15
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ed a great deal of ting, and in any case there were too nany of them (Gen
Kinross woul d have received about 520 reports. If he had spent just 15
mnutes on each report, that would have taken 130 hours, or about siX-
teen eight hour days —about 20%of the 75 days | nentioned earlier.) But
| did have ny executive assistant read each one and hi ghlight natters which
he thought should be drawn to ny attention — and | dealt wth them
Athough they're filed in appropriate places wthin the
secretariat, | nust confess | didn't ever have occasion to refer to reports
of previous years. Qhers nay have.

In organisational terns, there are two highlights in the life of a
president of RI. (apart fromselection by the noninating coomttee and
the confirnation of that selection at the followng RI. nvention). The
first is the Rotary International Assenbly inmediately preceding his
taking office, when he neets for the first (and only) tine wth all of the
district governors of his year. The second is the International Gonvention,
near the end of his term

Fromthe nonent | received the call fromthe nomnating conmittee for
president, | was constantly alert to gather ideas. | would always carry wth
ne a snall card or notebook in which to record themas they occurred —
sonetines an idea, sonetines a quotation, or a story. And so it was that in
church in Nanbour one Sunday, when the ninister told the story of John
Mhok, | asked himfor a copy of it. Here was sonething | could use in ny
closing address to the 375 inconming district governors gathered from
around the world at the International Assenbly at Boca Raton in |ate My
1978, at the conclusion of their six days of intensive training to serve in
what we ternmed “The Reach Qut Year”.

| had asked each of themto bring to the assenbly a snall rock from
their oawn locality, preferably containing a sem-precious gem These
were then pooled, and at the luncheons at which | net with themin groups
of about 60 or 70, | would hand to each, one of these stones. “Wat’'s this
all about? they'd ask. | told themto wait until the final session, and al
would be revealed. It created a good deal of interest, and speculation. |'m
sure sone thought it a bit bizarre — especialy sone of the staff, who'd
never had to cope with anything like this. 0 course, sone forgot to bring
their rock, and after the first day it soon becane apparent that there were
very few stones left in the grounds of the Boca Raton Hbotel and G ub.
Neverthel ess, we had received, and in turn distributed, hundreds of rocks
of all shapes and sizes. Qily once did soneone draw fromthe barrel the
rock he had brought.

A the final session, each incomng governor was asked to bring his
rock. Inny closing address | told the John Mhok story, in these words: -

(ne day a nan naned Qustaf Gl nan was working in his lapidary shop in
Chi cago when John Mhok entered. He handed to @1 nan a rough red stone
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and said: “Is this worth cutting and polishing?’ GIlnan gasped
“Where did you get this?”

“M father picked it up in Hingary 50 years ago,” said Mhok. “He
thought it was a pretty pebble. Then | landed in this country | found it
in ny baggage. | guess ny nother had put it in. It’s been lying around
our house ever since. The children played with it. M last baby cut his
teethonit. Qe arat dragged it intoahoe, but | found it again by acci -
dent. | cane to look upon it as ny lucky stone. In fact, one night |
dreaned it was a dianond and worth a ot of noney. But | knowit’s not
adianond; it's red.”

“No” said Glnan, “it’s not a dianond. It’s a pigeon's blood ruby.”
“What might it be worth?” asked M hok.

“Wll, 1'd say sonmewhere between $100,000 and $250, 000"
answered Q| nan.

And so, Glnan took it and cut it into a flawess ruby of 23.9 carats,
bel i eved to have been at that tine the largest ruby in the country, if not
the world.

You see, John Mhok had been a labourer all his life. Mchael Mhok, his
father, had been a | abourer before him For 50 years father and son had
toiled to keep the wol f fromthe door, yet al the while they had in their
carel ess possession a pricel ess gem

G course, John Mhok had been a foolish nan. Sone nmight even have
called himstupid. Hs wole life, and that of his famly, coul d have been
changed had he realised earlier the real worth of that stone. But he took
it aa face vaue. H accepted it for what it appeared to be, wthout
question. And then one day he held it in his hand, and looked at it nore
closely, and wondered. And that day his life was changed.

At the fellowship Iuncheons during the assenbly each of you received a
rough stone, quarried fromthe gemfields of the world. | wonder how
nany of you have cast it aside, as apparently worthless, as well it night
be. | don't know what’'s inside it — perhaps a ruby; perhaps an opal;

perhaps nothing. You have no neans of know ng while the stone renai ns
inits present state. And you' Il never know unl ess you do sonething wth
it, looking belowthe surface to explore its secrets.
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And you' Il never knowthe real worth of the experience you have shared
at this assenbly unless, |ike John Mhok, you pause for a nonent, think
about it, wonder about its potential . . . dreamdreans perhaps . . . and
then act. For what you take fromthis assenbly is not the finished
product —not the pricel ess gem cut and polished. You take back to your
district the raw uncut stone. But you have been given the tools, and you
have seen a vision of what Rotary could be, and of what it wll be, as you
cut it and shape it and polish and fashionit.

| have told this story here, not only because it records one of the
significant el enents of the international assenly, but al so because | think
it relates to so nany of life's experiences, which we can so easily take for
granted until sonething happens to cause us to look at themagain and to
realise their rea value.

It is now 22 years since | gave that address to the 1978-79 governors,
yet nany of themhave told ne (Eic van Leeuven only last year) that they
still have that rock as a synol of a great shared experience.

The closing nonents of any international assenbly are always tinged
wth a certain sadness at the prospect of parting, especially for an
incomng president on the threshold of a new experience, buoyed by the
sense of one-ness wth his team Years earlier | had read on a Quota
district conference programa sinple little poemwhich | had saved for just
such an occasion, so | closed the assenbly wth these words: —

June and | wll travel a great deal together this coning year, but we
knowit wll not be possible to be wth each of you physically. And so we
woul d | eave with you (husbands and wves) as this great international
assenbly draws to its close, these words by an unknown aut hor; for they
express nmuch nore adequatel y than | ever could the feeling that is in our
hearts —

V¢ do not wsh you joy wthout a sorrow

Nor endl ess day wthout the healing dark,

Nor brilliant sun wthout the restful shadow

Nor tides that never turn against the bark.

V¢ wsh you love, and strength, and faith, and w sdom
@ods, and gol d enough to hel p sone needy one.
V¢ w sh you songs, but al so bl essed sil ences
And Qd's sweet peace when every day is done.

From Boca Raton we flew to Tokyo for Jack Davis's convention — the
largest in Rotary’s history, wth an attendance of 39,834. Here he gave ne
the privilege of announcing to that |arge, world-wde audience, the detail
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of the Health, Hunger and Hunanity program It was the perfect

launching pad. Qhers | ess generous woul d not have extended that offer; and
there woul d be sone hesitant to accept it, preferring to defer it until the
conmencenent of “their year”. But we both realised that this was a new
program so different from anything which had yet been attenpted, that
exposure to that large and representative audience ahead of the
official launch on July 1, 1978 would give it a head start. It aso had the
effect of galvanising into action those opposed to it — but that’s another
story, reserved for the Hstory of the 3H program published seperatl ey.

The ent husi asm of the assenbly, the spectacul ar success of the Tokyo
convention, and the air of anticipation which surrounded the Iaunch of the
3H program were exhilirating. | could hardly wait for the convention in
Rone — for the opportunity to portray Rotary’s commitnent to
hunani tari an servi ce and prograns agai nst the background of Rong's | ong
tradition of coomtnent to those spiritual values of love and concern for
others which, it seened to ne, found expression in the 3H program

Earlier we had had doubts. The President of Italy (A do Mro) had been
ki dnapped. Knee- cappi ng was preval ent. Law and order were the victins of
political instability in the country. There was even concern expressed t hat
extremist political groups nmight seek to gain publicity for their cause by
ki dnappi ng the president of RI. during the convention, and holding himto
ransom (Qne board nenber wondered whether or not the Rotary world
would contribute sufficient for a Paul Harris Fellow recognition
[$USL, 000], to secure his release). Should we persevere with the plans
already nade to hold the 1979 convention in Fone, or opt for a site less
risky and nore easily nanaged? Las Vegas was eager to acconmodate us,
even at short notice. | went there to inspect the facilities. They were
excel lent, and there was no doubting the enthusiasmof the local Rotarians
and civic authorities to have us.

Meeting at Boca Raton during the international assenbly, just twelve
nont hs before the schedul ed date of the convention, our board had to nake
a very difficult decision. The seven inconing governors fromltaly plead-
ed wth us not to turn our backs on FRone. V¢ would be there
during their sunmer, at the height of the tourist season, and their fragile
econony was very dependent on the support of conventions and naj or
neetings such as ours. If we were to pull out, others woud —wth dire
consequences for the econony. V¢ were deluged wth cables from
everyone who was anyone in Italy urging us not to change our plans. S, a
little uncertainly, we nade the fateful decision. | nust confess | thought
Rone would be a nore appropriate location than Las Vegas for a
convention focusing on the needs of a needy world.

Mre than 14,000 attended Rotary’s 70th. Annual (onvention —430 of
them from Australia (a nagnificent response from ny own country).
Mst (but not all) left disappointed that we had not nade the nost of a great
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Mst (but not all) left disappointed that we had not nade the nost of a great
opportunity.

The opening session on the Sunday night was to feature a dranatic
screening of Grl Sagan's The World Room—ideal as an introduction to the
presentations for each of the succeeding three days, built around the thene
“Fotary Gares” . . . wth a specia enphasis each day. Oh Monday — For al |
Manki nd; On Tuesday — For the Hungry; Onh Wdnesday — For the S ck.

n the opening night the failure of the projection equi pnent which
caused the cancellation of “The Wrld Rooni, and of the sound system
whi ch caused voices to reverberate around the cavernous walls of the
Pal azzo dello Sport, were ominous onens of technical and organisational
difficuties wth which we battled for the whole of the convention. Hw
could this happen in an organisation staging its 70th international con-
vention? There were nany reasons. As in an aircraft crash, sone were due
to pilot error, sone to nechanical failure, and sone beyond our
control .

The seeds of our problem were sown during the convention in San
Francisco two years earlier when the head of our neetings division, wth
responsibility for staging regional conferences and international
conventions, cane to Jack Davis and announced his retirenent. There
really was no conpetent back-up for him so Jack persuaded himto stay
on, wth sone adjustnents to his conpensation. But then, at Tokyo, he
again announced his decision to resign. In the conpany of general
secretary Harry Stewart and president-elect JimBonar, | net wth him
and negotiated a deal wunder which his salary would be increased,
travelling and per diem expenses would be paid to enable his wfe to
travel with him and in return he would stay at least until the Fone
convention, neantine training a replacenent. |nagine the shock then,
when about three nonths later | went into ny office one Sunday afternoon
(sonething | rarely did) to discover in the mdd e of the table a photo-
copy of a note he had witten to Hrry Sewart announcing his resignation
yet again, and wthit his keys to the building.

I was waiting for Harry when he arrived on Mnday norning. Ve
decided we would not again try to placate him despite the fact that
convention nanagers are a rare breed and not easily replaced — as we
were soon to discover. V¢ advertised, wthout success — and tine was
running out. Fnally, in our desperation we appointed a staff nenber wth
no previous experience of running such a neeting. Had there been
conpet ent back-up staff the outcone nay have been different.

Ater the event | wote a report to the board, in which | said (anong
other things) —

| believe there were four principal areas of failure —
1. The sound system
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2. The air-conditioning

3. The audi o-visual s

4. The lack of support generally by the Rotarians of Italy (less than 5%
attended). This in no way inplies any criticism of the host club
conmttee, who were conpletely dedicated to their task.

Nunbers 2 and 4 were largely out of our control, but the other two
were prinarily our responsibility. | knowthat conditions in Rone were
far fromideal, and | believe that under better circunstances we woul d
not have experienced the failure of the sound and audi o-visual systens;
but there is no guarantee that conditions wll al ways be ideal.

Ve nust therefore have trained staff capable of handling difficult
situations, wth the will and the determination to overcone the diffi -
culties, and not just to accept themas inevitable. They need to be avare
of the responsibility they carry, and of the consequences of their fail -
ure.

Aternatively, we need to place the nanagenent of conventions in the
hands of professionals whose |ivelihood is dependent upon satisfactory
perfornmance, and who suffer financially if they fail to perform

Few peopl e are avare of the nagnitude of our failure at Fone. Those who
attended the sessions on Mnday and Védnesday nornings were aware
that we failed on both occasions to screen The Wrld Room Few knew
that we had four other audio-visual presentations which we did not
screen because of failure of equi pnent, despite the fact that we had sent
the program producer to Fone for a week in March-April to organise
sound and audi o-visual s, and to the convention site 16 days ahead of the
convention to supervise installation.

W continue to be at risk when a report to the president fromthe pro-
gramproducer witten just 10 days after the conpl ete failure of those
aspects of the programfor which he had responsibility reads: “Al inall
it vas a
huniliation —for the president, for Rotary, and for nysel f as program
producer. But | nust say in al candor that Rotarians attending these
conventions do not seemto give a danm about the plenary sessions.”

| need scarcely add that that nan's days on the staff were nuniered. |
nade several reconmendations to the board, to ensure that never again
woul d any president or board suffer such di sappoi ntnent and huniliation
—and | acknow edged that there were sone things | shoul d have done bet -
ter, especialy inthe del egation of specific duties to the aide-to-the-pres-
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ter, especialy in the del egation of specific duties to the ai de-to-the-pres-
ident and the executive assistant to the president, the R1. convention com
mttee, and the R1. board. And | strongly reconmended nore tine for the
president in the day or two i nmedi ately precedi ng the opening of the con-
vention, free of neetings wth the press and local dignitaries etc.

d course, it was not all doom and gloom There were sone excel |l ent
entertai nnent features, sone great speakers, and fellowship seened to be
strengthened by the difficulties we experienced, just as natura disasters
(floods, fires etc.) bring out the best in people and draw them cl oser
together. Gertainly | was sustained by a great tide of |ove and support from
al quarters —especialy fromthe loyal Australian contingent, who stood
by ne through thick and thin. Infact, inthe mdst of it al | found the words
of that little poem The Thousandth Man running through ny head, as the
Australians continued to uplift ny sagging spirits:-

Qe nan in a thousand, Solonon says, wll stick nore close than a
br ot her

And it’s worth while seeking himhal f your days if you find hi mbefore
the other.

N ne hundred and ni nety-ni ne depend on what the world sees in you —
But the thousandth nan wll stand your friend, with the whol e round
world agin you”

It is custonary for the president to nake a speech at the conclusion of
the convention —usually witten nonths prior to the event, so that it can
be given to the interpreters manning the translation booths, and set in
print. But | declined to prepare mne so far in advance. Hw could |
possi bly predict the circunstances which woul d then prevai | ? Hw coul d
| capture the nood of the nonent? And (as it turned out) how hol | ow woul d
have been those words of |avish praise witten in anticipation of a conven-
tion which had failed to live up to ny high expectations? So | wote sone
notes on a piece of paper and spoke feelingly fromthe heart. The speech
was recorded, and | have it on tape. But for sone unexplained
reason (perhaps because any admission of failure should not formpart of
the pernmanent record) it was not included in the officia report of the
proceedings. So, for the record, here is vwhat | said (wth that great
Australian contingent seated directly in front of ne, under our flag):-

| have cone here this norning wth no prepared script, because |
thought | woul d cone to the convention at its closing stages and say to you
vhat is inny heart —how! feel —as | stand a the close of this con-
vention.

¥ started this convention on the slopes of Mnte Mria (not al of you,
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but sone of us), as there we dedicated a nenorial signifying the
planting of 10,000 trees on that barren slope; and | said there, as we
stood before the group of assenbl ed Rotarians of Italy, that here we vere
having a nountaintop experience; that in an act of faith we wvere
planting trees, not knowng the future. V& do so nany things in faith.

Abert Shweitzer said: “No ray of sunlight is ever lost; but the green
vhich it anakens into existence needs tine to sprout, and it is not al ways
granted to the sower to see the harvest. Al work that is worth anything
is done infath” Ad so we have faith that the seeds sown in this con-
vention wll bear fruit in the years ahead.

| saidwe started on a nountai ntop. A nountaintop is only a nountai ntop
if there are valleys, and of course, we have walked through the
valleys. W& have had technical and organisational difficulties. | would
suggest neverthel ess that those things which | wll take pernanently
fromthis convention will be the nountai ntop experiences | have had;
for, surely, we take fromthe altars of the past the fires and not the
ashes.

Wiat have been for ne, and what have been for you, sone of those
nount ai ntop experi ences? The Mnday night ballet and orchestra —
what a narvellous experience; yesterday afternoon (for those of you
who were there) —Italiain Pazza, a wonderful experience of the exu-
berance of this friendly nation of Italy;, the response which cane from
so nany peopl e yesterday at the concl usi on of the panel discussion on the

H
program the thought-provoking addresses by so nany distingui shed
speakers — those who spoke here this norning, and others; the great
efforts which have been nade to overcone the technical difficulties
whi ch we have had, not al ways successfully, but sonetines; the peopl e
who tried desperately to turn the tide when things went wong; nem
bers of the host club coomttee, nenbers of the RI. convention com
nmttee; sone nenbers of the staff who denonstrated their real concern.

In fact, | had a very touching personal experience which | would like to
share wth you. | think it was about Sunday night. Qne of the young girls
on the staff handed ne this little note. She said: “Hang in there, we
staffers are all wth you and think you' re great.” You can inagi ne what
that neant to ne, at that point.

| vant to thank the district governors-elect particularly, and the past
officers, for the great neetings which | had with thembriefly yester -
day, and for the enthusiasmthey indicated for the programof Rotary,
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for the 3Hprogram and for all that has been their personal experience
at this
conventi on.

| vant to thank the Australians up here in the stands for hol ding high the
Australian flag. V& have had little tine to be together, but in each ses-
sion, as | have seen the Australian flag and knewthat in front of it were
so nany of ny personal friends from back hone, | gained a strength
which you won't ever appreciate or fully understand.

n a storny night in 1860 the The Lady Hgin, a padd eboat steaner,
was plying across Lake Mchigan, not far from the headquarters of
Rotary International, when it was rammed by a |unber ship and sank.
Into the ice-cold waters were thrown 393 passengers, 297 of whom
drowned. On that dreadful evening a young nan naned Edward M
Soencer, without any regard for his own personal safety, plunged into
the ice-cold waters and swamout seventeen tines to that stricken ves-
sel and towed back to safety seventeen people. Today on the grounds of
Northwestern Lhiversity, just a couple of niles fromthe headquarters
of Rotary International, is a plague conmenorating that event.

The story | want to tell you is the story of a newspaper reporter who,
nany years later, recogni sed in the crippled body of Edward Spencer the
hero of fifty years before, who in his efforts to save those seventeen
peopl e wecked his own health and was confined to a wheelchair. He
went up to himand said: “Tell ne, what is the nost enduring nenory
you have of that fateful night on the shores of Lake Mchigan?’ And
Spencer replied: “Vell, the thing | renenber nost is that of the sev-
enteen peopl e | rescued, not one cane back to say thank you.”

Today |'mhere to say “thank you". | amhere to say “thank you” to all
of you, who by your great spirit have nade this convention cone alive.
| have talked with you in the halls, | have net you in the hotels, | have
been sustai ned and encouraged and supported by the spirit of the people
who have attended this convention, by the friendiness and cordiality of
our hosts, by the great concern of so nany that the programof Rotary
shall go on. This great 3H program in which we are engaged, wll be
for all tine a nonunent to this convention.

| said forty-eight hours ago that the enphasis of this convention woul d
be the needs and problens of the di sadvantaged peopl e of the world, and
that the purpose of this convention woul d be to seek the neans by which
we can share the burden, by nobilising our resources worldw de.

The question | nowask is: “WII we achi eve this purpose?” O course we
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wll. Soneone said: “Don’'t ask the Lord to guide your steps unless you
are prepared to nove your feet.” | believe we have at this convention
peopl e who are prepared to nove their feet.

I had a very touching experience just a fewdays ago which | would Iike
to share with you. A nan (a past president of Rotary International),
referring to the Heal th, Hunger and Hunanity program cane up to ne,
placed one hand on ny shoulder and with the other clasped ne by the
hand and said: “You (and when he said ‘you’ he neant Rotary
International) wll be blessed beyond tine and space in the prayers of
the nothers of the children of the Philippines.” And | believe that.

I believe that this convention has given a focus to world needs and that
arising fromthis convention will be a greater awareness of Rotary's
opportunity to do sonething significant to neet those trenendous needs
inthe world around us. And so | have great faith and confidence in pres-
ident Jims programfor the year ahead — one of the nost significant
surely to this point, and destined to be the nost significant year in our
Rotary history, our 75th. Anniversary Year, under the |eadership of a
president who ains high, and who has the capacity and the wll and the
determination to attain the goals he has set; who has given us a thene
vhi ch chal l enges us to act, and inspires us through service to light the
way for peopl e everywhere, whatever their needs nay be.

Forty years ago King George M of England concluded his Christnas
broadcast wth these beautiful words — words which | would like to
conmend to you president-elect Jim and your team (so nany of you
sitting in this balcony who wll be serving during this next great year
o] f
opportunity for Rotary around the world). He said in this broadcast
address to the peopl e of the world: “I saidto the nan who stood at the gate
of the year ‘Gve ne a light that | nay tread safely into the unknown' .
And he replied ‘@ out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand
of GQd. That shall be to you better than a light and safer than the known
way. ”

Now as we leave this convention and go out nore aware of the needs
around us, let us put our hands into the hand of God, and | ook to the |ight
vhich is before us to show us the way to continue to serve this great
organi sat i on.

Ladies and gentlenen, it has been a great privilege to have been
associ ated wth each of you, to have felt the warnth and spirit of this
convention, and to knowthat June and | have in each of you friends for a
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convention, and to knowthat June and | have in each of you friends for a
lifetine. This surely is wy we cone to a Rotary convention —to neet
and to greet, to share and to plan, so that the programof Rotary next
year Wil be greater than the programof Rotary in any previous year.

Ad so | would say to you: “Do not lead ne, | nay not follow Do not
follow | nay not lead. Vel k beside ne, and be ny friend.”

W had hoped to have Pope John Paul |1 participate in the convention,
but we were not able to secure any firmcommitnent until well into the
convention, when he agreed to our neeting wth himon Thursday — the
day followng its conclusion. It was a wonderfully inspiring neeting, wth
sonewhere between 8,000 and 12, 000 (dependi ng on who you tal ked to)
attend ng.

Athough strict protocol had to be observed, this did not intrude to
danpen our enthusiasm or to detract from the sense of reverent
exuberance | felt in the presence of this great nan. Realising that the
convention had left ne little tine to prepare ny brief address for the
occasion, our public relations departnent had witten one for ne. It was a
fairly typical press release, full of statistics, the Qyject of Rotary etc.,
factual but not very warmor inspiring. It was a thoughtful gesture, but |
decided not to use it. | had been in Fone at the tine of the Pope's
election, and in the followng words (an extract fromny speech) was abl e
to draw upon that experience to identify our muitual concern for people in
need.

I was here at the tine of your election. Many of us renenber your
having said, in those exciting hours inmediately after your election:
“V¢ would like to reach out our hands and open our hearts in this
nonent to all people”.

They were prophetic words for this convention, for we have cone (nore
than 14,000 of us from 104 countries of the world) to seek ways in
which we nay nore effectively help sol ve sone of the pressing prob-
lens of our tine.

The thene of the convention has been “Reach Qut —Rotary Cares”. V¢
have focused upon the needs of the sick, the hungry, the illiterate and
the poor. This year, in seeking to give practical expression to the
theme “Reach Qut” we have launched a new program — the Health,
Hunger and Humanity program

The Pope’ s response, delivered in readily understood English, was nag-
nificent, and did nuch to allay the fears of nany Fonan Gatholics that
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Rotary was sonehow allied to Freemasonry, and therefore not
entirely acceptable to people of their faith. Hre are a few extracts from
that speech —

Your presence here today indicates a great power for good. You cone
fromnany different nations and backgrounds. You bring wth you vast
experience in the economc, industrial, professional, cultural and sci -
entific fields. Inthe solidarity of your association, you find mitua sup-
p o r t ,
reci procal encouragenents, and a shared conmitnent to work for the
common good. To one who observes you wth deep interest and keen
attention, it seens as though you are offering, wth sincerity and
generosity, your talents, your resources and your energies to the ser-
vice of nan. And to the extent that you pursue this lofty ideal of reach-
ing out to peopl e everywhere, | amcertain that you wll continue to find
satisfaction and hunan ful fillnent. Indeed, in your very act of giving, of
assisting, of helping others to help thensel ves, you wll find enrich-
nent for your own lives. And in your efforts and endeavours for the good
of nan, you can be assured of the understanding and esteem of the
Catholic Church”

Permit ne to add a word of particular encouragenent for your
current program enconpassing your concern for “Health, Hinger,
Hinanity”. . . My this program so conceived, be a lasting contribu-
tion to nan on the part of Rotary International. The three words them
sel ves open up extended areas and suggest so nuch to the ingenuity of
your spirit of service.

As the nodern world succeeds in producing nore and nore quality
nedi ci ne, vast nuniers of people are still in dire need of basic nedical
care . . . Wdespread hunger renai ns today one of the telling expressions
of nan's unconpl eted quest for progress and for the nastery of cre-
ation. Mllions of children are crying out to the world, pleading for food

. The hunan being hungers to be understood; he craves freedom and
justice, and true and lasting peace . . . And whatever other challenge
remains in the quest for human advancenent can be grouped under your
third category: hunanity —the betternent of hunanity. To work for
hunanity, to serve nen and wonen everywhere, is a splendid aim
especi a |y when the notivation is |ove.

These are just a few extracts from a speech which set the sea on a
convention which held so nany disappointnents, but had nonents of
greatness —none greater or nore nenorable than this.

From Rone we travelled to Gairo, to present recognition as a Paul

236

THE YEAR AS PRESI DENT ( 1978-79)

From Rone we travelled to Gairo, to present recognition as a Paul
Harris Fellow to President Awar Sadat. Wifortunately affairs of state
required his being in Aexandria at the tine we were in Giiro, but we had
the honour and the privilege of having afternoon tea in his hone, wth his
wfe — a very charnming lady, heavily involved in service to the
communi ty. The President’s subsequent assassination touched us deeply,
for al though we had never net him having visited his hone and spent sone
tine wth his wfe we felt we had an understanding of the type of caring
coupl e they vere.

W spent a little tine sight-seeing (who could go to Egypt wthout
visiting the pyramids?) and were the guests of honour at a very well
attended district banquet — the last of so nany during a year now
rapidly drawng to a cl ose.

n Fiday June 29, 1979, June and | net with the staff to thank them
and to say farewell. General Secretary Herb A gnan, nade a little speech
in wvhich he said his association wth ne over the year had reveal ed the
secret of ny seenmingly inexhaustible energy and drive.

“lI have it here in this bag,” he said. “It looks terrible, it snells ter-
rible, it tastes terrible. It can be used to grease wheels or to tan |eather,
and has nany other uses.” And fromthe bag he produced a jar of Vegente,
tothe delight of the staff who had sanpled it at the get togethers we had had
inour apartnent, and found no reason to disagree wth him

It was an occasion both sad and joyous. So nuch yet to be done, but so
much achi eved. Now we coul d go back to our hone on the hill in Nanbour,
grateful for the opportunity which had cone our way, and for the thou-
sands of friends we now had around the worl d.

For Rotary does take ordinary nen and wonen, and give them
extraordinary opportunities to do nore with their lives than they had ever
dreaned possi bl e.
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pic 1

pic 4
About to go to war —Hying Gficer dem Qemtakes a practica interest in a club project
Renouf . during his presidential year.

pic 2 pic 5
Aight Lieutenant Renouf (right), wth his Newy installed Rotary International President
father, brother and sister in Vérid Vér Two demRenouf and June —July, 1978.
. uni form

pic 3 PIC 6
@l lecting fresh fruit fromthe natives. dem(sec- Qemneets with Gneral Akuffo, then head of
ond fromleft front) and friends in wartine Papua state of Giana, during his Presidentia tour.

New Qui nea.
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pic 7

A Presidential honour —specia audience for the
President of Rotary International wth Hs

Hol i ness Pope John Paul, The Vati can,

Rone, 1979.

pic 8

pic 9

pic 11

R 1. Past Mce President Royce Abbey (left)
presents Aemw th an Australian scul pture
representing the “Reach Qut” thene.

demwth PDG Brian Maguire —the “father” of
Australian Rotary Institutes and the officia por-
trait of Angus Mtchell.
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pic 10

d emRenouf presents Hroji Mikasa, RI. Presi-
dent 1982/83, with a 3H pl aque.

Rotary International President dem Renouf
inducts Lhited States President Jimmy Carter
as a Paul Huarris Fellow

PIC 12

The venue of the 70th Annual Convention of
Rotary International in Fone, Italy.




pic 13

pic 16
Rotary Garden M 11age — the senior citizens Three “partners in service” — al RI. Rast
village in Nanbour, Queensland —inspired and Presidents. Fromleft, Gen Knross, A em Renouf
initiated by Renouf generosity. piC 14 piC 17 and Royce Abbey.
Aways interested in the lives of others, June “Reach Qut . . .” Rotary International thene for
Renouf’ s concern is focused on a smal | child 1978/ 79. piC 18

. who is hearing inpaired.
pic 15 91mp

The official demRenouf cover to Rotary Down
The snmal | boy anused A em June and friends wth Under, July, 1978.
his riddles. This one: “Wat’s yellow and si ngs?”

“Banana Muskouri”.

242 243



244



