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Rotary celebrates Indiaôs first polio-free year  

Rotary club members worldwide are cautiously celebrating a 
major milestone in the global effort to eradicate polio. India, 

until recently an epicenter of  the wild poliovirus, has gone one 
year without recording a new case of  the crippling, sometimes 

fatal, disease.  

Indiaõs last reported case was a two-year-old girl in West Bengal 
State on 13 January 2011. The country recorded 42 cases in 
2010, and 741 in 2009.  

A chief factor in Indiaõs success has been the widespread use of 
the bivalent oral polio vaccine, which is effective against both 
remaining types of  the poliovirus. Another has been rigorous 
monitoring, which has helped reduce the number of  
children missed by health workers during National 
Immunization Days to less than 1 percent, according to 
the World Health Organization (WHO).  

Rotary has been a spearheading partner in the Global 
Polio Eradication Initiative since 1988, along with WHO, 
UNICEF, and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is also 
a key supporter of  the initiative.   

Sporting their signature yellow vests and caps, the nearly 
119,000 Rotarians in India have helped administer 
vaccine to children, organize free health camps and polio 
awareness rallies, and distribute banners, caps, comic 
books, and other items.  

òWith the support of their Rotary brothers and sisters around 
the world, Indian Rotarians have worked diligently month after 
month, year after year, to help organize and carry out the 
National Immunization Days that reach millions of  children 
with the oral polio vaccine,ó says RI President Kalyan Banerjee, 
of  the Rotary Club of  Vapi, Gujarat.  

Rotarians and state government leaders in Jaipur, 

Rajasthan, India, vaccinate children against polio 

during a National Immunization Day in 2011. Photo 

courtesy of the India PolioPlus Committee  

http://www.polioeradication.org/
http://www.polioeradication.org/
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òThe achievement of a polio-free India for a full year is a 
significant step towards a polio-free world -- an example as to what 
can be accomplished no matter what problems need to be 
overcome,ó says Robert S. Scott, chair of Rotaryõs International 
PolioPlus Committee. òRotarians of India are and should be proud 
of  the key efforts they have made at all levels, without which the 
world would not be marking this milestone.ó  

Deepak Kapur, chair of  the India PolioPlus Committee, also 
credits the Indian Ministry of  Health and Family Welfare for its 
commitment to ending polio. To date, the Indian government has 
spent more than US$1.2 billion on domestic polio eradication 
activities. òGovernment support is crucial if we are to defeat polio, 
and we are fortunate that our government is our biggest advocate 
in this effort,ó Kapur says.  

òMarching ahead, the goal is to sustain this momentum,ó he adds, 
describing as potentially òdecisiveó the upcoming immunization 
rounds this month and in February and March.  

If  all ongoing testing for polio cases recorded through 13 January 
continues to yield negative results, WHO will declare that India has 
interrupted transmission of  indigenous wild poliovirus, laying the 
groundwork for its removal from the polio-endemic countries list, 
which also includes Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Nigeria. However, 
because non-endemic countries remain at risk for cases imported 
from endemic countries, immunizations in India and other 
endemic and at-risk countries must continue. Neighboring 
Pakistan, which has reported 189 cases so far for 2011, is a major 
threat to Indiaõs continued polio-free status. Last year, an outbreak 
in China, which had been polio-free for a decade, was traced 
genetically to Pakistan.  

òAs an Indian, I am immensely proud of what Rotary has 
accomplished,ó Banerjee says. òHowever, we know this is not the 
end of  our work. Rotary and our partners must continue to 
immunize children in India and in other countries until the goal of  
a polio-free world is finally achieved.ó  
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Friday the 13th ...  

13th January 2012 ð a memorable day for all us Indians, and especially for all Rotarians 
in India. We have managed to reach the milestone we have been dreaming of  ð 
achieving our first polio-free year.  
 
This news is abuzz all around and a feeling of  excitement all over. Citizens of  all 
walks of  life are proudly welcoming this achievement ð Rotarians and non-Rotarians 
alike. I was pleasantly surprised to hear my work colleagues talking amongst them 
about this accomplishment, and I felt great satisfaction and pride deep inside - as we 
Rotarians have been associated òthis closeó to the polio eradication efforts. 
 
òFriday the 13thó is largely considered unlucky and bad, and so it was this Friday, Jan 
13th 2012 ð however, this time it was bad for the òevil existence of polioó. This 
òFriday the 13thó turned out to be very happy and memorable for all citizens of the 
world.  
 
In fact, the 13th day of  January every year is considered extremely auspicious by the 
Hindus, as it marks the sunõs entry into the Capricorn from the Tropic of Cancer. In 
other words, the sun starts moving towards the North from South. The earth is 
farthest from the sun at this time and begins its journey towards the sun, thus marking 
the end of  the coldest month of  the year. Similarly, we can hope that the cold days of  
polio existence are now over and we can look forward to sustaining a Polio-free India.  
 
The job is not over as yet. We have just reached one milestone in the journey towards 
global eradication of  Polio. However, now that we have reached this milestone, there 
is no looking back! 

Jeetendra Sharma 
Associate Editor 
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A Year without Polio in India : How it Happened  

¶ On 13 January 2012, India will have surpassed one year without detecting a single 
case of  wild poliovirus.     

¶ Indiaõs last case was reported in West Bengal. The victim, an 18-month-old girl 
named Rukhsar from Howrah district, was infected with type-1 poliovirus.     

¶ If India reaches the one year mark, it will no longer be considered òendemic,ó 
meaning that it will have successfully interrupted polio transmission.         

¶ India had traditionally been considered one of  the toughest places in the world to    
eradicate polio. In 2009, India reported 741 polio cases, more than any other 
country in the world. In 2010, India reported just 42 cases out of  1,352 cases 
reported globally. 

THE SCALE OF VACCINATION CAMPAIGNS  
§ India conducted two National Immunization Days (NIDs) in 2011. During each 

NID, almost 2.5 million polio vaccinators seek to vaccinate roughly 172 million 
children under five throughout Indiaõs 35 states and union territories.  

§ In 2011, NIDs were followed up by seven smaller, more focused Subnational 
Immunization Days (SNIDs). During these immunization days, up to 2 million 
community health workers conduct massive mobilization drives and 
communications campaigns aimed at high-risk areas. 

§ The private sector contributes to the surveillance of  cases of  acute flaccid paralysis 
(children presenting polioȤlike symptoms), assists with Supplemental 
Immunization Activities and liaises with the Government, health agencies, NGOs 
and other professional bodies. 

§ The Government of  India funds the majority of  its polio program and devised 
many of  the strategies that helped India surpass an entire year without a single 
case of  wild poliovirus. 
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INNOVATIVE APPROACHES  
Ý Health workers target mobile families at bus stations, construction sites and on 
trains as well as use motorbikes and trek by foot to immunize children in Indiaõs 
most remote regions. 

Ý In Muslim communities, clerics, imams, madarsa 
teachers and physicians work together to urge 
parents to immunize their children, greatly reducing 
the number of  people refusing vaccines. 

Ý Environmental sampling of  sewage in high-risk 
areas allows the Government to track the spread of  
the virus before new cases are reported. 

Ý In recent years, India has targeted 107 high-risk 
blocks in the states of  Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. This 
ò107 blockó strategy is a multipronged approach that aims to ensure high-quality 
polio vaccination campaigns, routine immunization, and prevention and control of  
diarrhea through sanitation, availability of  clean water and hygienic practices. 

Ý Indiaõs polio program holds health workers to high standardsñworkers are 
personally accountable during vaccination campaigns; strict action is taken for any 
laxity in vaccine delivery. 

A baby gets vaccinated on a train in India 
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INDIAõS POLIO ERADICATION PROGRAM 
¶ The World Health Organization (WHO), UNICEF, The US 

Center for Disease Control and Rotary International play 
critical roles in supporting Indiaõs polio program. The 
National Polio Surveillance Project (NPSP) was founded in 
1997 by the Government of  India and WHO. 

¶ NPSPõs support to the Government has improved the 
quality and coverage of  NIDs and SNIDs and built capacity 
for Indiaõs polio program. 

¶ Additionally, NPSP implements, monitors and builds 
capacity for other vital health programs, such as measles and 
Japanese Encephalitis vaccinations, and for Indiaõs Universal 
Immunization Program. Lessons from Indiaõs polio program have helped establish 
surveillance systems for other life-threatening diseases, including measles. 

¶ NPSPõs effective training and program monitoring have improved cold chain 
handling capabilities, which helped in the introduction of  Hepatitis B and Japanese 
Encephalitis vaccines to the Universal Immunization Program. 
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THE WORK MUST CONTINUE  

Polio remains a threat in a number of  countries, particularly 
in neighboring Pakistan 

India needs to sustain its highȤquality efforts to prevent re-
introduction of  polio, and to ensure all children are protected 

from the disease 

The network that has been established for polio can continue 
to be used to immunize children against other preventable 
diseases and support additional health services that ensure 
even the most vulnerable children have a healthy start to life 
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Polio Eradication Update  

For The Week Ending 01/14/12  

Total paralysis 
cases 

Year-to-date 
2011 

Thru this date 
in 2010 Total in 2010 

Globally 627 920 1,352 

- in endemic 
countries: 

321 223 232 

- in non-endemic 
countries: 

306 697 1,120 

New Polio cases reported in the last week: 

Pakistan 3, Afghanistan 2, India 0, Nigeria 1, Niger 1  

2011 Polio Case Breakdown by Country  

(Green Numbers are 2010 Totals) 

 

Endemic Countries ð    

1 India (2010-42), 52 Nigeria (2010-21) 

192 Pakistan (2010-144), 76 Afghanistan (2010-25) 
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$198.75 Million$198.75 Million  
Raised since 12/01/07 to meet 

the 

Polio Challenge!  
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Seven ways to get more out of Rotary in 2012  

Try something different in 2012 to attract new 

members and keep existing ones. Here are a few ideas 

to help you do more with Rotary in the new year.  

Consider planning a fundraiser for 
polio eradication, or having your 

club or district light up a landmark 
as part of Rotaryõs anniversary 

celebration on 23 February. 
Rotarians have made great progress 
in the push to end the disease, but 
the job isnõt finished yet. As little as 
US$0.60 can help immunize a child 

against the incurable disease. 
Contribute to PolioPlus, and learn 
more about Rotary's eradication 

efforts.  

Be part of  Rotary's efforts to 
End Polio Now  

A new online assessment tool will be 
launched in July to help clubs set 

goals and track their 
accomplishments, such as 

contributions to The Rotary 
Foundation. Available in Member 
Access, it will replace paper-based 

tracking methods and help RI 
measure Rotary's global impact. 

Help your club work more efficiently 
by using the tool to set and measure 

club goals.  

Think strategically and set club 
goals 

Make a resolution to donate to the 
Foundationõs Annual Fund in 

2012. Skip one latte a week, and 
you'd have US$100 or more to 
contribute to your club's Every 

Rotarian, Every Year effort. You can 
make a one-time contribution or a 
recurring gift. Learn how your club 
or district can make a difference in 
one of  Rotary's six areas of  focus 

with a Foundation grant.  

Help the Foundation fulfill its 
mission  

http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/PressCenter/lightings/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/EN/SERVICEANDFELLOWSHIP/POLIO/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/EN/SERVICEANDFELLOWSHIP/POLIO/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/EN/SERVICEANDFELLOWSHIP/POLIO/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/selfservice/Pages/login.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/selfservice/Pages/login.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/Funds/AnnualProgramsFund/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/EN/CONTRIBUTE/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/EN/CONTRIBUTE/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/AreasofFocus/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/FundAProject/Pages/ridefault.aspx
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The 2012 RI Convention in 
Bangkok, Thailand, 6-9 May, will 
feature speakers including Nobel 
Peace Prize recipient Muhammad 
Yunus and Global Poverty Project 

CEO Hugh Evans. And, along with 
thousands of  your fellow Rotarians 
from around the world, youõll be 

able to attend workshops on topics 
such as membership, leadership, and 

Future Vision. Register today. 

Get inspired at the RI 
Convention 

Interact will celebrate its 50th year in 
2012. Since the first club was 

established in 1962 at a high school 
in Melbourne, Florida, USA, 
thousands of  communities 

worldwide have benefited from 
Interactors putting Service Above 

Self. The program has helped 
countless youth develop leadership 

skills, meet new friends, and become 
more familiar with Rotary. Rotary 
clubs that sponsor an Interact club 
gain fresh insight into service and 
help develop future Rotarians. If  
your club isnõt already involved in 

Interact, consider sponsoring a club.  

Celebrate 50 years of  Interact 

PR grants enable districts to raise 
Rotaryõs profile and promote the 

global and local work of  Rotarians 
by placing public service 

announcements on television and 
radio, in print media and on 

billboards, and on the Web. Help 
your district apply for a grant by 4 
March. To further promote your 
clubõs signature activities, be sure to 

update your website with 
information about your projects and 
meetings. Also, start a social media 

page, and follow what Rotary is 
doing on sites such as Facebook and 

LinkedIn.  

Publicize your good work  

Rotary Foundation alumni can be 
effective speakers at club meetings, 

and many are potential club 
members. Reach out to them. 

Connect with alumni 

http://www.rotary.org/en/AboutUs/TheRotaryFoundation/FutureVision/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Events/Convention/Pages/HowtoRegister.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/YouthPrograms/Interact/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/RunningAClub/InformingTheCommunity/Pages/PRGrants.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/Multimedia/social_networking/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/Alumni/Pages/ridefault.aspx
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Top five Rotary stories of 2011  

From the tsunami in Japan to the launch of  strategic 

partnerships that will help Rotary expand its reach, 2011 

was an eventful year for Rotary International and 

Rotarians. As the year winds down, we share our list of  the 

top five Rotary news events of  2011.  

1. Tsunami strikes Japan  

Rotary clubs and districts worldwide mobilized to bring aid to 
victims of  the devastating earthquake and tsunami that struck 
Japan on 11 March. The 9.0-magnitude quake, the strongest in 
Japan's history, and the resulting tsunami caused widespread 
destruction, paralyzing much of  the northern coast.  

In response, The Rotary Foundation established the 
Rotary Japan 2011 Disaster Recovery Fund, which has 
raised almost US$6 million for long-term recovery 
projects.  

The fund is being administered by a committee of  local 
Rotarians who are identifying communitiesõ needs, 
managing the distribution of  funds, overseeing and 
reporting on project implementation, and ensuring 
proper stewardship. Rotarians have already completed 10 
projects with $400,000 from the recovery fund.  

In addition, clubs and districts held benefits in support 
of  tsunami victims, including a concert organized by 
Miki Okubo, a Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Scholar 
from Japan studying in Paris. Read more  

Damage from the March tsunami that 

devastated parts of Japan. Photo courtesy of 

Naoko Kurauchi  

http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/110325_news_response.aspx
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2. RI theme  
RI President Kalyan Banerjee unveiled the 2011-12 RI 
theme, Reach Within to Embrace Humanity, during the In-
ternational Assembly in January. He urged the Rotary 
leaders-in-training to harness their inner strength to 
achieve success in Rotary.  

Read more  

See the video 

Watch for coverage of next yearõs theme, which RI 
President-elect Sakuji Tanaka will announce at the 2012 
International Assembly, 15-21 January. 

RI President Kalyan Banerjee unveils the 

2011-12 theme during the International 

Assembly in January. Rotary Images  

3. The fight against polio  
India has been making great strides toward polio eradication in 2011, 
with only one case of  the virus reported from January through early 
December. Rotarians helped administer bivalent oral polio vaccine to 
more than 35 million children in the country during a 
Subnational Immunization Day on 13 November.  

On 20 November, a team of  Rotarians from District 3700 
(Korea) served in a health camp in Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, 
where children were immunized against the disease. The 
camp was organized by Indian Rotarians in cooperation 
with local health officials and UNICEF.  

Rotarians also worked to get out the message about polio 
eradication for World Polio Day in October. In Australia, 
Rotarians and the Global Poverty Project carried out a petition drive 
to persuade world leaders to fully fund the critical work of  the 
Global Polio Eradication Initiative. Almost 25,000 supporters signed 
the petition, resulting in a A$20,000 (US$20,700) contribution to 
Rotary's US$200 Million Challenge by the Rotary Club of  Crawley, 
Western Australia, which had offered to donate A$1 for each 
signature.  

http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/110117_IA11_theme.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/110118_IA11_themevideo.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Events/InternationalAssembly/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Events/InternationalAssembly/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.globalpovertyproject.com/
http://www.polioeradication.org/Home.aspx


 OUR FOUNDATION  ISSUE 119  FEBRUARY  2012  

-15- 

In Perth, the Global Poverty Project's End of  Polio Concert 
on 28 October raised additional funds. The concert coincided 
with the Commonwealth Heads of  Government Meeting in 
the city; Rotarians had teamed up with the group to urge 
government leaders to put polio eradication on the agenda. 
After the meeting, the governments of  Australia, Canada, and 
Nigeria, along with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
announced a combined pledge of  more than US$100 million 
to support polio eradication efforts.  

Read more about gains in eradication efforts in India 

Read about Rotarians' response to World Polio Day 

4. 2011 RI Convention  

More than 16,000 Rotarians from around the world converged 
on New Orleans, Louisiana, USA, in May for the 2011 
RI Convention. Rotaractors, Rotarians, and Rotary 
Foundation alumni participated in service projects to 
help families still recovering from damage caused by 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005.  

Among the highlights during four packed days of  
plenary and breakout sessions was a speech by Bill 
Gates, cochair of  the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
in which he praised Rotary for its success in the 
campaign to eradicate polio and urged Rotarians to 
redouble their efforts to keep the disease from 
spreading. Another speaker was Michael McQueen, a 

leading authority on youth trends, who said Generation Y has 
much to offer Rotary. Read more  

http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/111122_news_indiapolio.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/1111002_news_wpdrndup.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Events/Announcements/Pages/110527_annc_conresources.aspx
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5. Strategic partnerships  

The Rotary Foundation Board of  Trustees approved four 
strategic partnerships in 2011 under the Future Vision Plan. 
These partnerships will help Rotary broaden its impact in the 
areas of  focus by offering service opportunities for Rotarians 
through packaged global grants.  

Rotary clubs will be teaming up with UNESCO-IHE Institute for 
Water Education to train scientists and engineers to solve 
problems related to water and sanitation, particularly in 
developing countries. Grants will support scholarships for 
master's degree programs at the institute's campus in Delft, the 
Netherlands.  

Through the partnership with Aga Khan University, vocational 
training teams will enhance the clinical and administrative skills of  
health educators at the university's campuses in Kenya, Tanzania, 
and Uganda.  

Rotarians will work with Oikocredit International to advance 
community and economic development through the Netherlands-
based cooperative's network of  microfinance institutions.  

And the partnership with Mercy Ships will enable clubs to get 
involved in improving health care services in West Africa.  

The packaged global grants are available to Future Vision pilot 
districts and clubs.  

http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/111128_news_unescoihe.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/111128_news_unescoihe.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/110504_news_agakhan.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/110413_news_oikocredit.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/111005_news_mercyships.aspx
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Find a need and fill it  
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The past 22yrs have seen the Rotary 
Club of  Grantham, England  hold a 
highly successful òRotarySwimarathonó 
raising over £500,000 for local charities 
and deserving causes. 

In 2012 (apart from the usual event 
3/4/5 Feb) they are holding an extra 
event ð this will be in the form of  a 
Rotary Global Swimarathon - setting a 
new World Record (presently 2533) for 
the most number of  people swimming 
at the same time anywhere in the world 
and raising funds towards Rotary 
Internationalõs worldwide project to 
eradicate Polio. 

The event will take place 
on Saturday 25th February 

2012 between 1200 and 
1300 hours (GMT).   

To qualify for the World Record 
attempt each swimmer will have to 
swim just 100metres without stopping 
within the hour. We would recommend 
that each club / group charge a nominal 
entrance fee or ask participants to gain 
sponsorship, all of  which will be 
collected locally for the Rotary 
Foundation ð and help in the campaign 
to rid the world of  Polio. 

ñRotarySwimarathonò Goes Worldwide! 

25th February 2012 

1200 ð 1300 hours (GMT) 

Anywhere in the world 

Swim 100 metres non-stop within the 
hour 

Minimum 25 swimmers at each 
venue 

Create a new World Record for the 
most people swimming at the same 

time 

Charge nominal entrance 

Have loads of  fun 

End Polio 

Remember quitting is not an option! 

Good luck and best wishes to you all 

Roger Graves 

Rotary Club of  Grantham, England 

www.rotaryglobalswimarathon.org 

http://www.rotaryglobalswimarathon.org
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After 20 years of  hard work, Rotary and its partners are on the 
brink of  eradicating this tenacious disease, but a strong push is 
needed now to root it out once and for all. It is a window of  
opportunity of  historic proportions.  

Your efforts will help Rotary raise $200 million to match $355 
million in challenge grants received from the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation. The resulting $555 million will directly sup-
port immunization campaigns in developing countries, where 
polio continues to infect and paralyze children, robbing them 
of  their futures and compounding the hardships faced by their 
families.  

As long as polio threatens even one child anywhere in the 
world, children everywhere remain at risk. The stakes are that 
high.  

Event Chairman Roger Graves  said ðòit all started as a bit of 
a joke to hold a Global Swimarathon but now the reality is set-
ting in and we hope to achieve the following across the world:- 

1. Set a new World Record for the most number of  people 
swimming at the same time 

2. Raise funds towards the elimination of  Polio 

3. Increase the awareness of  Rotary 

4. Encourage more people to swim and stay fit 

Please log on to http://rotaryglobalswimarathon.org  or on 
Facebook fan page at http://www.facebook.com/
rotaryglobalswimarathon for further details. Alternatively you 
can e-mail Rotarian Roger Graves from The Rotary Club of  
Grantham ð the home of òRotarySwimarathonó at  chair-
man@rotaryglobalswimarathon.org  

http://rotaryglobalswimarathon.org/
http://www.facebook.com/rotaryglobalswimarathon
http://www.facebook.com/rotaryglobalswimarathon
mailto:chairman@rotaryglobalswimarathon.org
mailto:chairman@rotaryglobalswimarathon.org
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REQUIREMENTS  

1. Hire, book lanes or borrow a local swimming pool ð if  you are able to 
use the entire pool ðfantastic! If  you are unable to reserve every lane, 
then why not try and get at least 1 or 2 lanes for the hour. 

2. Advertise the event in your area and contact local schools ð they love 
world records ð but anyone can take part and the time of  day and 
duration of  the event may determine the age group that take part 

3. Actively seek local business and corporate sponsors to assist with the 
pool hire costs and other expenses incurred. Why not use business 
contacts within your club? 

4. Obtain media coverage wherever possible, contact local press, radio 
stations and TV channels. 

5. Each swimmer MUST swim 100 metres non-stop to qualify for the 
World Record attempt. Swimmers must NOT use floats or flippers, no 
assistance of  any kind is allowed 

6. All participants names must be recorded ð again a requirement for the 
World Record attempt, see pages 3 & 7 

7. Swimmers to make a nominal donation to the local Rotary Club 
Foundation ð for End Polio 

8. Swimmers to swim in a loop up and down the lanes ð we suggest 10 in 
each lane at anyone time swimming in convoy ð average time 10 mins = 
60 swimmers per lane in the hour. 

9. You will need support members from your club at the end of  each lane 
to make sure the swimmers touch the lane ends ð one person on each 
lane to record names 

10.You will also need two independent witnesses at each venue to confirm 
that the event has taken place and undertaken in accordance with the 
rules and time ð these witnesses cannot be from Rotary ð we suggest 
the manager of  the swimming pool and someone of  standing within the 
Community ð an official of  some description. There confirmation must 
be in their own writing and their own letter head and not on a pre-
printed statement 

11.Photographic evidence of  where the event took place and any group 
photos ð DO NOT submit photos of  individuals swimming 

12.Consideration to be given to any local Health & Safety Rules in your 
country. 
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Not My Child  

Addressing the challenges of  resistance to polio 
immunization in Nigeria  

KANO, NIGERIA, December 2011 - 
It is 10.00 a.m. at the health facility of  
Dawakin Tofa, one of  the villages in 
Kano State with several polio cases this 
year. Outside of  the health facility, a 
group of  women ð health educators, 
community mobilisers and vaccinators 
ð are preparing to start a house-to-
house polio immunization òmop-upó 
activity to reach every last child. 
Among this group, Ms. Hafsat, 
vaccinator, and her team were assigned 
to cover a remote village of  Yansalmo, where block resistance to polio immunization 
by the community is still persisting.  

òWhy is the polio vaccine given round after round when there is no health care nor 
clean water in our village? There are so many other diseases like malaria, cholera and 
meningitis that kill our children; drugs are either unavailable and we cannot afford to 
buy them,ó a representative of the village asked when the team arrived.  

In Kano State, continued community resistance to the polio eradication programme is 
profoundly impacting progress. Caregiver refusals, or non-
compliance, to immunize their children still make up a 
significant proportion of  the total number of  children missed 
during campaigns, and refusals are on the rise in some high-risk 
areas. According to the latest data analysis, non-compliance 
accounts for more than four (4) out of  ten (10) of  missed 
children in Kano State and in ten (10) Local Government 
Areas (LGAs), non-compliance accounts for fifty percent 
(50%) of  missed children.  

 

Parents and sometimes older siblings bring children to the vaccination centre. 
Thomas Moran/WHO 

ñWhy is the polio 

vaccine given 

round after 

round when 

there is no 

health care nor 

clean water in 

our village?ò 
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òIt is difficult to convince families under these circumstances, especially when they are 
facing multiple deprivations. But, through compound meetings and community 
dialogues, we were finally able to convince villagers to accept the oral polio vaccine. 
We have been successful in turning around their resistance by increasing their threat 
perception of polio,ó Ms. Hafsat said.  

To address the issue of  resistance to polio immunization, local government and polio 
eradication partners organize regular community dialogues with the support of  

traditional leaders. In fact, according to the latest data 
analysis, almost eight out of  ten of  resolved non-
compliance cases were due to traditional leadersõ 
interventions. 

UNICEF also initiated an interpersonal communication 
training to strengthen the capacity of  health educators, 
supervisors and ward focal persons to convince 
communities to be immunized against polio. By the end 
of  the year, all these actors - in the States of  Kano, 
Kebbi, Zamfara and Sokoto which account for the 
majority of  all cases nationally - will be trained. Piloted in 
Kano State, these training sessions will be followed by a 
cascade training aiming to target all actors at community 
levels. 

Media professionals have joined communication efforts to 
raise awareness around polio issues in some high risks 
States. Through the Journalists against Polio networks, 
radio programs with appropriate messages and health-
related FAQs are periodically on air for mass awareness. 
òJournalists are playing and have to play an important role 

in communication for social and behavior change. This is why we decided to join our 
forces and support polio eradication initiative in Nigeria,ó said Sani Zango, chairman 
of  the Journalists against Polio network in Kano State 

òWith all the challenges we are facing, we just have to do more to eradicate this 
disease, and the most important contribution is to strengthen the health system to 
improve Routine Immunization coverageó Ms. Hafsat concluded. 
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Several pilot projects which have engaged and empowered community volunteers in 
the efforts to reduce missed children and non-compliance have also shown 
encouraging results in Nigeria. With the support of  Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, UNICEF is planning to scale up these volunteer community mobilizer 
initiatives in three priority States as recommended by the 22nd Expert Review 
Committee.  

òThis project will contribute to reducing the percentage of missed children during 
IPDs through targeted interventions to generate demand for and acceptance of  Oral 
Polio Vaccine in Kano, Sokoto and Kebbi States.  Over 900 settlement level volunteer 
mobilizers will be recruited, trained and deployed in these settlements where refusals 
have been a persistent problem,ó says Tommi Laulajainen, UNICEF Chief of Polio 
Communication.  

Nigeria continues to experience a surge of  polio cases, following a dramatic reduction 
of  cases in 2010. As of  November 25, Nigeria recorded 43 cases of  wild poliovirus 
compared to 14 cases in the same time period in 2010.  In the first nine months of  
2011, Nigeria has already reported more cases than in the whole of  2010. This 
upsurge of  polio cases is also due to higher number of  under-immunized population 
groups and pockets of  non-compliance in a few northern States. Routine 
immunization coverage remains below 80% nationally, with sub-optimal performance 
by northern States. The country remains the only polio-endemic country in Africa. 

A national and state level raise awareness and advocacy campaign ð Polio-Free Torch 
campaign - was recently launched in the country to reinforce advocacy efforts and to 
mobilize wide support from a variety of  stakeholders at all levels for the last lap of  
the polio eradication efforts in the country. 
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U.S. Rotarians join counterparts in 

Pakistan in polio eradication effort  

Two U.S. Rotarians and their wives got a firsthand look at 
Pakistanõs effort to eradicate polio when they participated in 
the countryõs National Immunization Days (NIDs) in October.  

òIt was a moving experience to work alongside our Rotarian 
friends and hosts in giving the polio drops,ó says Steve 
Puderbaugh, a member of  the Rotary Club of  Raymond Area, 
New Hampshire. òIt was easy to see that the children we were 
trying to save from this disease could be our children and 
grandchildren.ó    

Puderbaugh chairs Rotary District 7870õs Group Study 
Exchange subcommittee and led a GSE team to Australia 
in 2008. He and his wife, Deb, and Past District 
Governor Joe Pratt and his wife, Lori, took part in the 
NIDs in response to an appeal from a District 3272 GSE 
team that visited the U.S. district in May.  

The four, who made the trip at their own expense, helped 
immunize children at a hospital in Lahore, Punjab, and at 
a òpolio campó run by the Rotary Club of Lahore Jinnah. 
They also joined in a polio awareness rally sponsored by 
the Rotary Club of  Lahore Shaheen. Puderbaugh says the 
rally featured about 150 people who had colorful banners 
and placards, along with decorated vehicles and a police 
escort, and òcertainly got attention from people on the 

street and several media outlets.ó  

In addition, the U.S. group participated in a World Polio Day 
seminar in Lahore, which included Aziz Memon, Pakistan 
PolioPlus Committee chair; Pervez Ahsan Khan, governor of  
District 3272; and representatives from the World Health 
Organization and UNICEF.  

 

Lori Pratt administers oral polio vaccine to a child 

in Lahore, Punjab, Pakistan, with the help of her 

husband, Joe Pratt, past governor of District 7870. 

At right are Deb and Steve Puderbaugh.  Photo 

courtesy of Steve Puderbaugh  
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òWe were honored to be there alongside the Pakistani 
Rotarians in the battle to control polio,ó Puderbaugh 
says. òWe were also able to share information on how 
our American clubs and districts are still working to raise 
funds and awareness of  polio, in spite of  not having it in 
our country since 1979. It was very moving to meet 
people with polio.ó  

In Faisalabad, the group immunized children at a 
hospital, and Puderbaugh was interviewed by a local TV 
station about his groupõs visit to Pakistan. They also saw 
a skit staged by university students on the challenges 
facing those working to immunize all Pakistani children 
against polio in the face of  many challenges.  

The U.S. group joins in a polio awareness rally in 

Lahore. Photoscourtesy of Steve Puderbaugh  

The Karachi Port Trust building in Karachi, Pakistan, is illuminated with an End Polio Now message. Photo by Pervez Jindani 
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RID 3131, INDIA REACHES OUT TO AFRICA  

For RI District 3131, India the ROTA (Reach Out To Africa) project started in 2007 
with a call from RIP Kalyan for supply of  a incubators for newborn children in 
Africa. Looking at the highest rate of  deaths of  new born children in Africa (26% as 
compared to 1% in USA & 6% in India), RIP Kalyan has put this project at the 
forefront of  all RI projects. 

Rotarians of  RID 3131, led by District Governor Mohan Palesha and the constant 
support and motivation of  RRFC Vinay Kulkarni and other District Leaders, took up 
the ROTA initiative on topmost priority and have put in great efforts over the last six 
months.  

These efforts have culminated into a magnanimous donation of  160 incubators 
under the ROTA project!  

This also was one of  the biggest Multi District Global Projects undertaken by RID 
3131, along with three districts in U.S.A., for establishing ROTA in Nigeria - involving 
export of  38 incubators and 5 resuscitators for new born children. 

In addition to providing incubators for ROTA, RID 3131 also arranged for 142 
incubators for ROTI (Reach Out to India).  

To signify this major contribution, RID 3131 recently held a District Seminar on 
ROTA on 28th December 2011 at Pune, India. Gracing the occasion was RI President 
Kalyan, along with First Lady Binota. 

PDG Sir J. K. Chande from Tanzania was present on the occasion, and spoke about 
the miracle brought about by ROTA in Africa. He thanked every Rotarian for lending 
their support for the cause of  survival of  new born babies in African Countries and 
conveyed heartfelt thanks on behalf  of  the many mothers for making survival of  
their babies possible.    
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Foundation Trustees approve Turkey earthquake  fund  

In response to the two recent earthquakes in eastern Turkey, The Rotary Foundation has 
established the Rotary Turkey Disaster Relief  and Recovery Fund, which will support relief  
and recovery projects in the affected areas. 

The two powerful quakes, which struck within three weeks of  each other in late October 
and early November, have claimed more than 660 lives. Tens of  thousands of  people have 
been left homeless. Dropping temperatures and heavy snowfall have worsened conditions 
for those affected.  

Ways to donate  

You may donate online or by check payable to The Rotary Foundation, including the 
notation òRotary Turkey Disaster Relief and Recovery Fund, #G10010ó on the memo line, 
to: 

The Rotary Foundation                                
14280 Collections Center Drive       
Chicago, IL 60693 USA  

You may also donate through your international office or RI fiscal agent. 
Rotary districts may contribute District Designated Fund allocations. Download the form 
(PDF). 

The deadline to contribute is 30 June 2012. 

How the fund will be managed 

An international committee of  Rotarians close to the situation will oversee the fund. They 
will identify the needs of  the affected communities, manage the distribution of  funds, 
oversee project implementation, report on projects, and ensure proper stewardship.   

Rotary clubs and districts may still apply for Matching Grants and global grants funded by 
the World Fund to support disaster relief  and recovery projects in Turkey. Matching Grants 
do not have to meet the 50 percent minimum for international partner contributions, but all 
other standard requirements will apply. 

Recognition  

Cash contributions designated towards the Rotary Turkey Disaster Relief  and Recovery 
Fund are not eligible for Paul Harris Fellow recognition, but are eligible for major donor 
recognition at the appropriate level. 

Questions about contributions or recognition? Email the Contact Center or call +1-866-976
-8279.  

For more information, contact Tiffany Miller.  

http://www.rotary.org/EN/CONTRIBUTE/Pages/ridefault.aspx
https://riweb.rotaryintl.org/donor_xml/ContributionMenu.asp
http://www.rotary.org/en/AboutUs/ContactUs/InternationalOffices/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/turkey_disaster_recovery_fund_form_en.pdf
mailto:contact.center@rotary.org
mailto:tiffany.miller@rotary.org
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The Future Vision - Vocational Training Teams  

Understanding VTTs in comparison to GSE 

 GSE VTT  

District Grant 

Funded 

VTT  

Global Grant 

Funded 

Programme Cost Nil (World Fund) Actual Cost decided 

by District 

Grant aided 

($30,000 minimum 

cost includes 50% 

grant*) 

Team Member Ages 25-40 years No restriction No restriction (?) 

Exchange Required? Yes No Yes 

Programme length 4-6 weeks Any Any 

No. of  team 

members 

4-6 plus leader Any Any (minimum 

number +3) 

Leader must be 

Rotarian? 

Yes No Yes 

Must be 

International? 

Yes No Yes 

Is Team hosted? Yes Not necessarily Not necessarily 

Members Vocation Mixed Mixed Focussed 

Must have 

sustainable income? 

No No Yes 

Team Leader Rotarian Not necessarily Rotarian 

Must relate to an 

area of  focus  

No No Yes 

*Each partner may contribute toward the total District input of US$15,000 minimum 
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Below is a Rotary Peace Center comparison including the new center 

at Uppsala, which simply explains the differences (and similarities) at 

each Center and what their focuses are.  

This is very useful information for your Rotary World Peace 

Fellowship Applicants as they select their areas of  study. 
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