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A  N E W S L E T T E R  F O R  R O T A R Y  L E A D E R S  

BILL GATES ANNOUNCES NEW US$255    
MILLION GRANT FOR ENDING POLIO 

 The final push to get 
the caseload to zero is the 
most difficult and costly part of 
the job … and failure would 
lead to a lessening of the in-
tense global effort and “… a   
return to the days of tens of thou-
sands of cases per year. 
 That is no alternative at all. We 
don’t let children die because it is fatiguing 
to save them.” 

 Polio has been completely eliminated in the Americas, 
the Western Pacific, and Europe, but the wild polio virus per-
sists in Afghanistan, India, Nigeria, and Pakistan, and imported 
cases from these countries threaten other developing nations.  

 It is in these four countries that the most serious chal-
lenges exist, including:     

 vaccine effectiveness (India),  

 low vaccination coverage rates (Nigeria),  

 and access problems due to conflict (Afghanistan and Pakistan).  

 Much depends on the countries themselves. Recent progress in key areas has shown that 
these challenges can be overcome with sufficient national and sub-national commitment.  

 

“ROTARY HAS                
INSPIRED MY OWN    

PERSONAL                 
COMMITMENT TO GET 

DEEPLY INVOLVED        
IN ACHIEVING         
ERADICATION."  

 

Continued on next page 
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 The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has awarded 
US$255 million to Rotary International in the global effort to 
eradicate polio, bringing the total committed by Rotary and 
the Gates Foundation to $555 million. 

 Shortly after meeting with incoming district governors 
from the four countries where the wild poliovirus is endemic -
- Afghanistan, India, Nigeria, and Pakistan -- Bill Gates an-
nounced the new grant on Wednesday morning (21 Janu-
ary) at the International Assembly in San Diego, California, 
USA. 

 “Rotarians, government leaders, and health profession-
als have made a phenomenal commitment to get us to a 
point at which polio afflicts only a small number of the 
world’s children,” Gates said. “However, complete elimination 
of the poliovirus is difficult and will continue to be difficult for 
a number of years. Rotary in particular has inspired my own 
personal commitment to get deeply involved in achieving eradication.” 

 “Who says we can’t eradicate Polio? We are going to end polio now," affirmed 
Robert S. Scott, chair of RI's International PolioPlus Committee. 

 In response to the new $255 million Gates Foundation grant, Ro-
tary will raise $100 million in matching funds. In November 2007, RI re-
ceived a $100 million Gates Foundation grant, which Rotary committed 
to match by raising $100 million. 

 The two Gates Foundation challenge grants now total $355 mil-
lion. Rotary International’s matching effort in response is called Rotary’s 
US$200 Million Challenge, which must be completed by 30 June 2012.  
As of 21 January, RI has raised almost 70 million. 

 The $255 million grant is one of the largest challenge grants ever 
given by the Gates Foundation and the largest received by Rotary in its 
104-year history. Rotary will spend the grant in direct support of immu-
nization activities carried out by the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, 
which is spearheaded by RI and its partners , the World Health Organi-
zation, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and UNICEF. 

Rotary will distribute the funds through grants to WHO and UNICEF. 

 The participation of Rotary clubs and individual Rotarians in Rotary’s US$200 Mil-
lion Challenge remains crucial to its success. Rotary has raised nearly $73 million toward 
this amount: $62 million in contributions and $11 million in commitments. Each club is 
being challenged to organize a public fundraiser annually for the next three years. In 
October, The Rotary Foundation Trustees approved special Paul Harris Fellow Recogni-
tion, which begins 1 July, featuring a certificate with the End Polio Now logo. 

OUR PRIORITY—POLIO ERADICATION 

TRF Trustee Chairman 
2007/08 Bob Scott 

“ Who says we can’t    
eradicater Polio?             

We  Are going to end  
polio now” 

RI’s partner Bill Gates 

 

 

Continued on next page 



P A G E  3  O U R   F O U N D A T I O N   -   F E B R U A R Y   1 5 ,  2 0 0 9  

 Polio eradication has been Ro-
tary’s top priority since 1985, with 
more than $1.2 billion contributed to 
the effort. Gates praised Rotary for pro-
viding the volunteers, advocates, and 
donors who have helped bring about 
a 99 percent decline in the number of 
polio cases. “The world would not be 
where it is without Rotary, and it won’t 
get where it needs to go without Ro-
tary,” he said. 

 The final hurdle still is ahead, said RI President-elect John 
Kenny. This grant shows that the Gates Foundation is just as 
committed as Rotary to ridding the world of this disease, he said. 

 Gates also shared with the incoming district governors and 
Rotary leaders a story from his trip to India in November, when 
he held a nine-month-old girl afflicted with polio in his arms in a 
slum in East Delhi. 

 “She obviously didn’t understand why people were poking 
her legs and looking so serious. But she’ll never be able to kick a 
ball around, never be able to play hide-and-seek with her friends, 
because she has polio,” Gates said. “As I held Hashmin, I thought, 
We can end this.” 

 “We don’t know exactly when the last child will be af-
fected. But we do have the vaccines to wipe it out,” he said. 
“Countries do have the will to deploy all the tools at their dis-
posal. If we all have the fortitude to see this effort through to the 
end, then we will eradicate polio.” 

 In addition, the governments of the United Kingdom and 
Germany announced they have respectively 
committed $150 million and $130 million to 
eradicate polio, which will not count toward 
Rotary’s challenge. 

 Government support is key to polio eradi-
cation efforts, said Scott.  

“The world would  
not be where it is 

without Rotary and  
it won’t get where   

it needs to go     
without Rotary.” 

Bill Gates 

WE WILL ERADICATE POLIO 

 

 



IT IS THE SEASON FOR ROTARY’S EDUCATIONAL      
PROGRAMS.    ROTARIANS — WE NEED YOUR HELP TO  

IDENTIFY SCHOLARSHIP/FELLOWSHIP APPLICANTS  

 Have you ever met one of our Ro-
tary Foundation alumni? Have you heard 
their unique story of how a Rotary Foun-
dation Scholarship has changed their 
life? When we hear these personal suc-
cess stories, we can be truly inspired. 
Throughout the world there are young 
people who are now fully attuned to 
what Rotary is all about and who can be 
our Ambassadors to the outside world. 

 

 All around the globe, we now 
have talented, skilled, motivated and en-
thusiastic alumni who are working so 
hard to fulfill our dreams of a better and 
more peaceful world. 

 

 Each Rotarian and every 
club needs to ask this question—
Do we get value for money from 
our educational programs? 

 

 When we identify a poten-
tial Ambassadorial Scholar of Ro-
tary Peace Fellow, we are not just 
enabling an individual to experi-
ence a highly sought after aca-
demic experience , we are ena-
bling countless and diverse com-
munities all over the world to 
benefit from this life changing 
educational opportunity. 

WE ARE SEEKING 
THE BEST AND 
BRIGHTEST IN 

YOUR COMMUNITY 
TO PARTICIPATE   

IN OUR          
FOUNDATION’S    
EDUCATIONAL  

PROGRAMS. 

Calum Thomson, Editor-in-chief, 
Our Foundation 

Rotary Club of Longniddry          
District 1020  Scotland  
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 It is true that over the past few 
years we (RI/TRF) have allocated an 
average of  US$ 36 Million Dollars per 
year for our Educational Programs? 

 Leading the way are the Rotary 
Ambassadorial Scholarships and the 
Rotary World Peace Fellows Program, 
which are open to:  

 college,  

 graduate students,  

 graduates  

 and working professionals (these 
scholarships are not for high school 
students).   

 Right now is the  time for clubs 
and districts to begin sending out in-
formative press releases and placing 
advertisements to help attract quali-
fied applicants for our Rotary Scholar-
ships.   

 We are seeking  the best and 
brightest in your community to partici-
pate in our Foundation’s educational 
programs. 

THIS NEWSLETTER CONTAINS 
UP-TO-DATE AND RELEVANT 

INFORMATION ABOUT         
ROTARY SCHOLAR-

SHIPS/FELLOWSHIPS AND 
OTHER ROTARY FOUNDATION 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS. 

RI/TRF AVERAGES ALMOST US$ 36 MILLION PER YEAR 
SUPPORTING OUR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 

HAVE YOU REFERRED A POTENTIAL FOUNDATION PROGRAM PARTICIPANT LATELY?  
 

          Most Rotary Foundation Alumni agree that their experiences as           
FOUNDATION ALUMNI have been life forming and life-changing. 
 

 Rotarians and Foundation Alumni are in a high percentage of those that  
recommend potential educational program participants. 
 

 Have you recommended an applicant recently? 
 

 You can open the door by referring a well-qualified person to a Foundation 
educational program. 
 

 Need help?  Need more information? 
 

 Contact your area Rotary Regional Foundation Coordinator (RRFC). 
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THE ROTARY FOUNDATION’S AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS   —-                 
THE WORLD’S  LARGEST PRIVATELY FUNDED SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM. 

AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS:  

   

 The purpose of the Ambassadorial Scholarships program 
is to further international understanding and friendly relations 
among people of different countries and geographical areas.  
 

 The program sponsors several types of scholarships for 
undergraduate and graduate students as well as for qualified 
professionals pursuing vocational studies. While abroad, schol-
ars serve as goodwill ambassadors to the host country and give 
presentations about their homelands to Rotary clubs and other 
groups. Upon returning home, scholars share with Rotarians 
and others the experiences that led to a greater understanding 
of their host country. 

  "THE ROTARY FOUNDATION DOES SOME TERRIFIC THINGS, 
NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH IS THE AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLAR-

SHIPS PROGRAM." — MICHAEL R. WHITEMAN, INTERNATIONAL 
PROGRAMS DIRECTOR, UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO  

ROTARY'S EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS PROMOTE INTERNATIONAL 
UNDERSTANDING BY BRINGING TOGETHER PEOPLE FROM       

DIFFERENT COUNTRIES AND CULTURES.  

 The Rotary Foundation's oldest and 
best-known program, was founded in 1947. 
Since then, nearly 40,000 men and women 
from about 100 nations have studied 
abroad under its auspices through grants 
totaling approximately US$500 million. 

  Today it is the world's largest privately 
funded international scholarships program. 
Over the past few years an average of over 
900 scholarships per year were awarded for 
study 
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THE ROTARY FOUNDATION  ALSO SELECTS AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLARS 
FROM LOW-INCOME COUNTRIES      

 

  The scholarships, which aim to promote interna-
tional goodwill, allow recipients to study almost any field 
at a college or university in another country. 

  The recent 27 Ambassadorial Scholarship recipi-
ents (from low-income countries) are citizens of Ethiopia, 
Guatemala, India, Kazakhstan, Kosovo, Macedonia, and 
Tanzania, among other areas.  

 Their places of study will include Harvard and Johns Hopkins universi-
ties, both in the United States; Simon Fraser University in Canada; Uppsala 
University in Sweden; and Victoria University of Wellington in New Zea-
land. They intend to take courses in fields such as law, psychology, medi-
cine, business, and public health. 

  The scholars will join those 822 from industrialized countries who 
also have been selected by the Foundation for 2008-09.  

 Whereas the Ambassadorial Scholars from developed countries will 
be financed by the District Designated Fund, the others will be funded by 
the Scholarships Fund Pool for Low-Income Countries. Each year, a select  
percentage of Ambassadorial Scholars are from low-income countries.  

 Since its creation in 1947, the Ambassadorial Scholarships program 
has supported more than 40,000 students from about 100 countries, for a 
total of almost US$ 500 million dollars. 

GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS FROM ROTARIANS WORLDWIDE              
REPRESENT A CONTINUED FAITH THAT TODAY’S AMBASSADORIAL 
SCHOLARS WILL BE TOMORROW'S COMMUNITY AND WORLD LEADERS. 

 THE AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS PROGRAM PROVIDES GRANTS 
TO MORE STUDENTS THAN ANY OTHER PRIVATELY FUNDED, UNIVERSITY-
LEVEL INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS PROGRAM IN THE WORLD. 

The Rotary Foundation in 2008-2009 selected 27    
people from low-income countries to receive     
Ambassadorial Scholarships for university studies. 
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Rotary Centers for International Studies  

 

 The Rotary Centers provide Rotary World Peace Fellows with 
the opportunity to pursue a master’s degree in conflict resolution, 
peace studies, international relations, and related areas.  
 

 Each year, up to 60 Rotary World Peace Fellowships and 50 
Short Studies are offered on a competitive basis at seven Rotary Cen-
ters, which operate in partnership with eight leading universities. 
They are::  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Coursework at the Rotary Centers focuses on preventing and 
resolving conflict by addressing its root causes ― for example, re-
sponding to hunger with food security, disease with health care, il-
literacy with education, poverty with sustainable development, and 
environmental degradation with conservation.  
 

 Fellows put classroom lessons into practice through an ap-
plied field experience (AFE), when they work with a variety of gov-
ernmental and nongovernmental organizations worldwide.  

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION PEACE CENTERS    
PROGRAM  IS NOW SEEKING APPLICANTS         

FOR THE NINTH CLASS (2010-2012). 

Duke University and the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, USA (joint Rotary Center)  

International Christian University, Tokyo, Japan  

Universidad del Salvador, Buenos Aires, Argentina  

University of Bradford, West Yorkshire, England  

University of California, Berkeley, USA  

University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia  

Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok Thailand 

Continued on next page 
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 The fellows are chosen from coun-
tries and cultures around the globe based 
on their potential as leaders in govern-
ment, business, education, media, and 
other professional areas.  
 

 Rotary Centers alumni have demon-
strated their ability to further global under-
standing and peace in their work for 
United Nations agencies, the World Bank, 
European Parliament, the Organization of Ameri-
can States, and other nongovernmental organi-
zations, along with national governments and 
international businesses.  
 

To find out more about the Rotary Centers pro-
gram, contact the Rotary Centers Department at 
The Rotary Foundation.  

 Rotarians can help find the best 
candidates for the world-competitive 
selection of Peace Fellows.  Many of you 
may be asking though, where do we start?  
The following are some ideas that may just 
help get the process started. 
 

 Check out the following in your local 
town or community to draw qualified appli-
cants who have demonstrated a commit-
ment to peace and conflict resolution 
through academic, volunteer, or professional 
experiences: 
  

 Department of international studies, po-
litical sciences, peace studies at your local 
universities or colleges 
 Non-governmental organizations in-

volved in human rights, dis-
aster relief, aid distribution, 
environmental advocacy, 
refugee issues, mediation 
and arbitration 
 International organiza-
tions and corporations 
 Governmental agencies, 
diplomatic corps, local po-
lice and military offices 
 Returned Peace Corps 
volunteer meetings 
 University alumni asso-
ciations and university 
placement or career offices 
Former Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial 
Scholars who studied peace and conflict  

HOW CAN ROTARY CLUBS FIND THE IDEAL            
ROTARY WORLD PEACE FELLOW CANDIDATES? 

Judy Gibson 
The Rotary Foundation 

Educational Department 
Judy.gibson@rotary.org 

Continued on next page 
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resolution and now work in interna-
tional arenas. 
  Clubs and districts can also con-
sider the following for promoting the 
fellowship to attract candidates: 
 

 Try to hold informational meetings 
at the organizations and locations listed 
above 
 Host lectures or discussions relevant 
to peace or international understanding 
and invite representatives from the or-
ganizations listed 
previously 
 Invite current 
or former Peace 
Fellows to speak 
at informational 
meetings for Ro-
tarians and non-
Rotarians 
 Send out Ro-
tary World Peace 
Fellowship bro-
chures to relevant organizations and 
agencies in your area with your contact 
information included 
 Issue news releases to local/regional 
publications, university newspapers, ra-
dio stations and public-access cable tele-
vision stations 
 Begin to market the fellowship in 
December and January in order to en-
sure enough time for interviews at the 
club and district levels 
 

  Profiles of successful Rotary 
World Peace Fellowships include:   
  

 A career civil servant charged with 
mediating local disputes over political 
and environmental issues who plans to 
develop and implement better social 
and environmental policies and training 
models for his or her home government 
 A healthcare professional who has 

provided medical care and training to 
the poor in war-torn countries and 
plans a career in international public 
health 
  A career military professional who 
worked with protective operations plans 
to incorporate conflict prevention and 
resolution methodology in the nation’s 
armed forces 
 An educator who works with youth 
from different religious and ethnic 

groups, facilitating pro-
jects that will create 
greater understanding 
and prevent future con-
flicts. 
 
  Finally, it is very 
important to know who 
your Peace Fellowship 
Subcommittee Chair  is 
in your District.  Work 
with that person to help 

you promote the Fellowship and solicit 
applicants.  If you do not know your Fel-
lowship chair, contact your district gov-
ernor or contact me and I will help you 
make that connection.  Also, do not 
hesitate to contact other districts who 
have been successful in nominating 
candidates.  I am sure they will be 
happy to share their success stories. 
 
  Good luck and thank you all for 
helping us to find the BEST-QUALIFIED 
candidates for this flagship Rotary Foun-
dation Program. We are now seeking 
applications for our ninth class for 2010 
— 2012. 
 
  With your help, Peace is Possible. 
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GIFTS TO TRF  —  NOMENCLATURE 
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THE 2008-09 GLOBAL ALUMNI SERVICE            
TO HUMANITY AWARD  

 The Rotary Foundation Trustees are very pleased to announce the        
selection of Rotarian Alex Buchanan as the recipient of the 2008-09 Global 
Alumni Service to Humanity Award. Regional Rotary Foundation Coordinator 
Don Jago and Rotary Foundation Alumni Coordinator Wellington Choy          
of Zone 8 served as nominators for his award.Trustee Chair Jonathan            
Majiyagbe will present the Global Alumni Service to Humanity Award to Dr. 
Buchanan during a plenary session at the 2009 RI Convention in Birmingham, 
England.  Below is an article profiling the achievements of Alex Buchanan,    
reprinted from the May 2008 issue of Reconnections 
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 The 2009-10 RI theme 
acknowledges the important 
role individual Rotary clubs will 
play in shaping the future of 
Rotary. 

 RI President-elect John 
Kenny unveiled the theme, 
The Future of Rotary Is in Your 
Hands, on Monday during the 
opening plenary session of the 
International Assembly, an an-
nual training event in San 
Diego, California, USA, for in-
coming district governors. 

 "The future of Rotary will 
not be shaped at RI headquar-
ters -- it will be shaped in each 
and every Rotary club," Kenny 
said, "because it is for each of us -- as Rotarians -- to do 
what is necessary to keep Rotary strong." 

 Kenny acknowledged the foundation established 
by past Rotary leaders and laid the responsibility for 
building upon that success on every Rotarian.  

 "Each one of us is standing on the shoulders of 
generations of Rotarians past, and it is our responsibil-
ity to determine Rotary’s future," Kenny said. 

 Kenny emphasized that every Rotary club is and 
must be autonomous. 

 "Everything begins and ends with our clubs," he 
said. "Our clubs can and do work together; they work 
through their own districts, in cooperation with other 
clubs and districts, and with the support of our Foun-
dation. 

RI President-elect John Kenny ad-
dresses the International Assembly 
in San Diego on January 19, 2009 

OUR CLUBS CAN 
AND DO WORK 

TOGETHER;  THEY 
WORK THROUGH 

THEIR OWN       
DISTRICTS, IN      

COOPERATION 
WITH OTHER 
CLUBS AND       

DISTRICTS AND 
WITH THE         

SUPPORT OF OUR 
FOUNDATION. 

OUR THEME FOR 2009-2010  — 
THE FUTURE OF ROTARY IS IN YOUR HANDS 

Continued on next page 
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 "But at the end of the 
day, everything that we ac-
complish is done through the 
strength of our clubs. And so 
each club must have auton-
omy to serve where and how 
it can serve best." 

 At the same time, Kenny 
highlighted the importance of 
the RI Strategic Plan, adopted 
by the RI Board of Directors, 
as an essential tool in provid-
ing continuity.  

 "The plan is designed to 
strengthen and proclaim the 
core values of Rotary: service, 
fellowship, diversity, integrity, 

and leadership," Kenny said. The training sessions for incoming gov-
ernors during the weeklong assembly are all tied to some compo-
nent of the strategic plan, and a final group discussion on Saturday 
will seek to tie all the pieces together and show the future district 
leaders how to take the strategic plan to the club level. 

 Kenny concluded his remarks by sharing a favorite saying from 
his homeland, Scotland: "We must look beyond our own parish 
pump." 

 "It means that we must look beyond our own home and our 
own community," Kenny said. "We must look beyond our own 
needs, and we must be aware that ours is only one community, of 
one country, of the many communities and countries in this world." 
 

Report by Arnold R. Grahl 

Rotary International News 2009 
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Rotarian Action Groups  -          
Humanity in Motion 

 

 It's not too late to join the surge - almost 1000 
Rotarians have joined WASRAG to support D.K. Lee's 
challenge to reduce child mortality by bringing safe 
water and sanitation to the millions lacking these fun-
damental needs for life and livelihood. 

  To see where we're going, take a look at the 
Executive Summary of WASRAG's Strategic Plan  

http://wasrag.org/downloads.php?reports=111 

  If you have the time, the full document is avail-
able in the same area of the website.  This roadmap 
provides a focus for moving forward in an organized, 
disciplined, and ultimately more successful approach 
to sustainable water and sanitation programs.  

  And the impact of WASRAG's approach is seen 
beyond Rotary.  The United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (US AID) has formed a three-
year multi-million dollar alliance with Rotary to imple-
ment water and sanitation programs.  Initially the 
program will pilot in Ghana, the Dominican Republic 
and the Philippines.  Subsequent initiatives could ex-
pand to a number of other countries in Africa, Latin 
America and Asia where Rotary and US AID share 
common goals.  Go to the WASRAG website to view 
the FAQs on this exciting new development!   

http://wasrag.org/news.php?news=26 

 

  Then, just this week, WASRAG has been ap-
proached by the Global Water Challenge to partici-
pate in a major global event to be held in September 

PDG Ron Denham 

Chair WASRAG 

Continued on next page 
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THE UNITED STATES 
AGENCY FOR            

INTERNATIONAL     
DEVELOPMENT (US 

AID) HAS FORMED A 
THREE-YEAR       

MULTI-MILLION    
DOLLAR ALLIANCE 
WITH ROTARY TO    

IMPLEMENT WATER 
AND SANITATION 

PROGRAMS.   

2009.  "Live Earth" is pulling together a 
mega-event to promote awareness 
about the global water crisis and to raise 
funds to support WASH programs.  You 
may remember that Live Earth organized 
a global concert in July 2007 to raise 
awareness of climate change.  This up-
coming event will be equally ambitious.  
A website with more information will be 
available shortly and we will notify you 
immediately. 

 

  A major feature of the Live Earth 
event will be a global "run".  The first 6 
kms will start in Fiji where Rotarians un-
der the leadership of Warwick Pleass 
have already begun a major water pro-
gram.  The last will be a 6 km run in Hawaii as 
the sun sets.  Participatory fundraising will be an 
integral part of the program. 

 

  As you can see there are huge opportuni-
ties for WASRAG and Rotarians everywhere.  We 
have already demonstrated through the Polio 
National Immunization Days an ability to mobi-
lize communities.  We will now be able to har-
ness those same skills to resolve the water and 
sanitation crisis. 
 

Charles Clemmons 

General Coordinator, Water Resource Group 

  

PDG Ron Denham 

Chair WASRAG 
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 If Rotary is to 
stay relevant in the 
21st century, it must 
work to improve ac-
cess to clean water, 
combat hunger, and 
expand literacy. 

 

 RI President-
elect John Kenny set 
that challenge in 
front of incoming dis-
trict governors on 

Monday, as he rolled out his 2009-10 presidential 
emphases, noting that The Future of Rotary Is in 
Your Hands. 

 

 Kenny stressed that while clubs are the back-
bone of Rotary, emphases help coordinate the many 
individual efforts, encouraging clubs to direct their 
work in the areas where the organization has seen 
the greatest need and where there has been the 
greatest benefit. 

 

 “We also strive for continuity of service, so that 
we many continue to go from strength to strength,” 
Kenny said. “In [2009-10], I will ask Rotarians every-
where to continue to learn from our experiences 
and to build upon our successes. I ask you all to con-
tinue to work for the health and well-being of not 
only children but their families and people every-
where.” 

PRESIDENT-ELECT KENNY’S 
EMPHASES FOR 2009-2010 

 

Continued on next page 
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Access to clean water 

Kenny set water as his first emphasis because “it is the necessity of every man, 
woman, and child. We could, I suppose, all live without oil, but we can none of us 
live without water.” 

Kenny, who has worked consistently on water projects for the past two decades, 
emphasized that water projects must also encompass sanitation, “because with-
out adequate sanitation, our good work is easily undone.” 

 

Health and hunger 

Kenny described health and hunger as the tent within which much of Rotary’s 
service dwells. Rotarians who work in the area of health and hunger are also 
working toward peace. 

“How can there be peace in the world when so many will try to sleep tonight 
without having eaten today?” Kenny asked incoming governors, assembled for 
the annual International Assembly in San Diego, California, USA. 

 

Literacy 

Literacy rounds out Kenny’s emphases. "In the words of Nelson Mandela, 'no 
country can succeed if its future leaders are not educated,' " he said. 

“Whether Rotary will thrive or falter, whether our service will mean much to many 
or little to few, whether Rotary is known with respect or seen as a relic  of days 
gone by -- all this is up to you,” Kenny said. “The Future of Rotary Is in Your 
Hands.” 
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ROTARY’S 200 MILLION DOLLAR CHALLENGE 

“The world would  
not be where it is 

without Rotary and  
it won’t get where   

it needs to go     
without Rotary.” 

Bill Gates 
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The Future Vision Plan offers simplified and streamlined procedures and 
more ownership of Foundation activities at the local level. Burton acknowl-
edged that such dramatic change can sometimes bring discomfort, but he 
believes the plan’s benefits will erase any initial reservations. 
 

“The Rotary Foundation’s programs have not changed significantly since 
they were established,” Burton said. “Yet the world has changed signifi-
cantly since these programs first started. The Foundation has to remain 
relevant to address priority world needs of those most in need: the chil-
dren, the poor, the hungry, and the less fortunate with lim-
ited resources and opportunities.” 

 

 

 

 

 

The pilot is “a critical step in validating the strategies and 
assumptions in the plan,” Burton told the incoming gover-
nors. “We are confident in the plan, but we also recognize that it will have 
challenges and unknowns that will be addressed and evaluated by the dis-
tricts that agree to participate in the pilot.” 
 

Burton admitted that some aspects of the plan may need adjusting. “But I 
believe we need to change and recognize that the Future Vision Plan is 
moving our Foundation in the right direction,” he said. 
 

 “Our mission is to enable Rotarians to advance world under-
standing, goodwill, and peace through the improvement of 
health, the support of education, and the alleviation of poverty,” 
Burton said. “That’s what the Future Vision Plan is all about.” 
 “This will all be made possible because of your efforts and 
the efforts of Rotarians worldwide to help improve our Founda-
tion.” 

Ron Burton, Vice-Chairman ,             
Trustees of the Rotary Foundation 

 THE FUTURE VISION PLAN IS THE 
CATALYST THAT WILL HELP ROTARY AND 
THE ROTARY FOUNDATION REACH NEW 
HEIGHTS. 

A FOUNDATION FOR THE FUTURE 
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Starting 20 January,  the Foundation will be asking inter-
ested districts to apply to be a pilot district and help imple-
ment the Future Vision Plan. Once again, this will be a 
grassroots effort. That will ensure Rotarian commitment 
when the Future Vision Plan is implemented through-
out the entire Rotary world.  

The Foundation believes that the Future Vision Plan will:  

1. Simplify the Foundation programs and administration 
to make it easier to understand and provide better ways 
for Rotarians to do good in the world  

2. Focus the service interests of Rotarians and the Rotary 
movement to align service outcomes with the mission of 
the Foundation  

3. Increase ownership of Foundation activities at the local 
level  

4. Provide the necessary funding to achieve the goals by 
leveraging resources of all stakeholders and potential part-
ners  

5. Heighten recognition, visibility, and fundraising capabili-
ties 

Our mission is to enable Rotarians to advance world under-
standing, goodwill, and peace through the improvement 
of health, the support of education, and the alleviation of 
poverty. That’s what the Future Vision Plan is all about.  

We think The Rotary Foundation is poised for: 

 unprecedented change,  

 unequaled opportunity,  

 and unparalleled growth, 

…  and the Future Vision Plan is the catalyst that will take 
Rotary and its Foundation to unimagined new heights. This 
will all be made possible because of your efforts and the ef-
forts of Rotarians worldwide to help improve our Founda-
tion. 

We look forward to working with a diverse and representa-
tive group of districts to help us build our Foundation for 
the future. 

 

SEIZE THE DAY!  
APPLY TO BE A  

PILOT DISTRICT IN 
THE   FUTURE   

VISION PLAN OF 
THE ROTARY 

FOUNDATION. 
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Many Rotarians consider the benefits of a Charitable 
Gift Annuity at The Rotary Foundation but hold off 
on making the gift until just the right time.  January 
2009  was allegedly  the best time all year to establish 
a Charitable Gift Annuity because The American 
Council on Gift Annuities recently announced it will 
reduce recommended annuity rates by .4% to .7% as 
of 1 February 2009.   
 
The IRS Discount Rate also continues to decline each 
month, thus lowering the charitable deduction al-
lowed.   
 
Visit with your major gift officers and act quickly to 
secure higher rates of return and a favorable dis-
count rate. 
 
In these economic times, The Rotary Foundation re-
lies on the generosity of Rotarians.  In the U.S., a 
Charitable Gift Annuity is just one creative and gener-
ous way for Rotarians to ensure The Rotary Founda-
tion can maintain and increase its ability to help oth-
ers when it is needed most.  Additionally, the donor 
has the security of fixed payments for life.     
 
Help us to increase the Permanent Fund and to pro-
mote the benefits of Charitable Gift Annuities! Please 
widely distribute the annuity document on the next 
page and let us know if there is anything we can do 
to help you. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Sean C. Allen 
Major Gifts Officer 

The Rotary Foundation 
Zones 22, 25 and 26 

Voice (847)866-3190 
 

A TWO WAY STREET  —   A CHARITABLE GIFT 
ANNUITY AT THE ROTARY FOUNDATION  

END          POLIO 

          PEACE        

 
CENTERS 

     
  SCHOLARSHIPS 
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    You just missed (1/31/09) the highest 
annuity rates currently offered.  Act now, call 
your major gift officer and  arrange to receive  
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 Is a LIVING TRUST available?  A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY? 
 How do we maximize donations? 
 Would you like to discuss ways for Rotarians to INCREASE disposable income?  
 Would you like to discuss ways with Rotarians to REDUCE or ELIMINATE taxes 

on interest  income, capital gains, and federal estate taxes?  
 Discuss ESTATE PLANNING with TRF Officers and the dream of a better world.  
 Contact  our TRF Major Gifts Officers  (MGOs) and learn about the possibilities.               

Remember to also visit and speak with your financial and tax advisors. 
 

TRF MAJOR GIFTS OFFICERS FOR NORTH AMERICA 
David E. Bender 
Senior Major Gift Officer,  

Zones 23 & 24 

TEL  847.866.3456 

FAX  847.328.4101 

david.bender@rotary.org 

Sean Allen 
Major Gifts Officer,  

Zones 22, 25 & 26 

TEL  847.866.3190 

FAX  847.328.4101 

sean.allen@rotary.org 

Michael Smith 
Major Gifts Officer,  

Zones 29 & 30 

TEL  847.866.3220 

FAX  847.328.4101 

michael.smith@rotary.org 

Jackie McGuire 
Major Gifts Officer,  

Zones 33 & 34 

TEL  847.866.4450 

FAX  847.328.4101 

jackie.mcguire@rotary.or

Rick Kean 
Major Gifts Officer, 

Zones 31& 32 

TEL  847.424.5251 

FAX  847.328.5260 

richard.kean@rotary.org 

 TO DONATE: 
        The TRF Staff at your                   
International Office and our 
MGO’S are available to work 
with you to help  educate,       
cultivate and solicit  Rotari-
ans/businesses/corporations 
for contributions to the RCMGI  
to endow the Rotary Centers 
for International Studies in 
Peace and Conflict Resolution. 

(Zone 23, 24)

(Zone 33 & 34)

(Zone 27, 28 )

(Zone 29 & 30)

(Zone 31& 32)

(Zone 22) 

North American Zones

(Zone 25)

(Zone 26)

ERIC C. SCHMELLING 
Manager,  

Fund Development Division,            
The Rotary Foundation 

847.866.3222                         
eric.schmelling@rotary.org 

Write or telephone Eric for his 
recommendations RE: contact-
ing your “International Office”. 

A BETTER WORLD FOR YOUR  FAMILY,                

YOUR CHILDREN AND YOUR GRANDCHILDREN       

… BY SUPPORTING THE ROTARY FOUNDATION 

Jamie Revord  
Senior Major Gift Officer,  

Zones 27 & 28 

TEL  847-866-3150  

FAX  847-328-4101 

jamie.revord@rotary.org 

(Zone 28, 29) 

(Zone 27, 28) 



P A G E  2 9  O U R   F O U N D A T I O N   -   F E B R U A R Y   1 5 ,  2 0 0 9  

 

“The future of Rotary is shrouded        
In expectant mystery.                           

It is for you  my new Rotarian friends 
to aid in the unfurling                         

of the Rotarian destiny.” 
Paul P Harris’ message to the 1914  Convention in     

Houston, Texas, USA 

 

 From the very beginning of this move-
ment  we have discussed and debated the Fu-
ture of Rotary. 

 As Paul Harris wisely suggests so many, 
many years ago, it is for ROTARIANS to decide 
what will happen in the future. 

 This was true in 1914 and it remains so to-
day in 2009. As Rotarians — THE FUTURE OF 
ROTARY IS IN YOUR HANDS. Can We eradicate 
Polio?  Can we alleviate poverty and improve 
health?  How we shape our future is entirely up 
to us.  

 This message from our RI President-elect 
John Kenny is a striking challenge to ALL Rotari-
ans and ALL clubs to be proactive and to be ab-
solutely determined to change our world for the 
better. 
 

WHAT PAUL HARRIS SAID... 

Paul P. Harris 

What Paul Harris Said is a monthly feature of the Rotary Global History Fellowship 

 A "WHAT PAUL HARRIS SAID"  message will be sent (free-of-charge) to you regularly and also 
to whomever you wish.   Please register for this free service  at::  www.historycomment.org 



Calum Thomson, Editor    
CalThomson@aol.com 

 

Eddie Blender, Publisher 
EBlender@aol.com 

www.ourfoundation.info 

Our Foundation           
February 15 2009 

A Lutheran pastor's son and acclaimed for playing the organ, he earned doctor-
ates in philosophy and theology, was pastor of St. Nicholai's Church, principal of 
St. Thomas College, and professor at University of Strasbourg.  
 
Then, at age 30, he read a Paris Missionary Society article on the desperate need 
for physicians in Africa.  
 
To everyone's dismay, he enrolled in medical school and became a medical mis-
sionary, founding a hospital in the jungle village of Lambarene, Gabon, west cen-
tral Africa.  
 
A friend of Albert Einstein, Albert Schweitzer won the Nobel Peace Prize and used 
the prize money to build a leper colony.  
 
 

Dr. Albert Schweitzer wrote:  
 
 "One day, in my despair, I threw myself 
into a chair in the consulting room and 
groaned out:  
 
 'What a blockhead I was to come out 
here to doctor savages like these!'  
 
 Whereupon my native assistant quietly 
remarked:   'Yes, Doctor, here on earth you are 
a great blockhead, but not in heaven.'" 


