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About a year ago, the tsunami killed 181,000 people as it
devastated the coastlines of Sri Lanka, Indonesia, India,
Thailand and other countries around the Indian Ocean.

The tsunami of Dec. 26, 2004, was an extraordinary
calamity. Apart from the stunning death toll, it displaced
close to two million people, razed entire villages,
submerged others forever, ruined some 2,900 schools,
and sundered The

extraordinary. The United Nations, usually accustomed

families. response was also
to ranging across the world's rich countries with a begging
bowl in hand to deal with emergencies, met its $977
million appeal within a month. Private aid groups roped in
record donations. Doctors Without Borders raised so
much that it eventually diverted some of the money to
other, far more neglected emergencies, namely a food
crisis in West Africa and the earthquake in Pakistan.

All told, the tsunami generated a record $13.6 billion in aid
pledges, according to the United Nations.
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Nearly a year after the December 2004 tsunami
devastated the island nation of Sri Lanka, children in the
village of Ambalangoda are returning to a rebuilt and
modernized school, thanks in part to Rotary.

Randombe Junior School is the first of 25 schools to be
reconstructed in a nationwide initiative called Schools
Reawakening. Led by Rotarians in Sri Lanka in
cooperation with Standard Chartered Bank and Sri
Lankan Ministry of Education, the project is rebuilding
schools to meet government standards. Participating
schools will be upgraded with facilites such as
well-equipped libraries, state-of-the-art computer centers,
gymnasiums, and science laboratories.

During a moving ceremony dedicating the school on 8
December, RI District 3220 Governor Nihal Bogahalande
welcomed visitors, including RI President-elect Bill Boyd,
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Past RI President Luis Giay, and District 1170 Governor
Andrew Herniman, representing Rotary sponsors from
North Devon, England. Fifty Rotary clubs from around the
world pooled their money together with funds from The
Rotary Foundation of RI to realize the estimated US$12
million project. "l am here today as a representative of an
international organization of over 1.2 million people, and |
do wish they were all here to be able to share [this]
wonderful emotion," Boyd said in his address.

Nearly the entire population of Ambalangoda turned out to
welcome the visitors with colorful flags and banners during
the dedication. As part of the ceremony, Rotarians helped
unveil a specially commissioned monument dedicated to
three groups: those who perished in the tsunami, those
who survived, and those who helped build the new school.
Architect Aruni Malalasekera, a local Rotarian who helped
construct the school, took visitors on a tour of the facility.

Rotary was one of the first organizations to offer help in
the massive rebuilding effort set forth by the education
ministry after the tsunami completely destroyed 92
schools and damaged 90 others, affecting some 85,000

students and 3,400 teachers. Microsoft Corporation,

Room to Read, and the American Red Cross are also

supporting the project in various ways.

"This wonderful project highlights the dedication and
ability of Rotary [in] Sri Lanka and showcases to the world
what [we are] capable of doing," said Giay. "l congratulate
and commend the Rotarians of Sri Lanka for this great
project.”

By far, the loudest applause was reserved for 14-year-old
Imesha Udhari de Soysa, a student at Randombe. "You
have built us a new palace in place of our school, and we
thank you from the bottom of our hearts," said Imesha,
who hopes to become a physician one day. "We will repay
you in the only way we can — by studying hard and
excelling in our examinations."

Rotarian Dion Schoorman contributed to this report.
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