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DO WE HAVE A PLAN?

H [& # # & 4 F & DRFC Chair Drake Zimmerman
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Are we articulating a vision of safe water for all by 2015 or
sooner? Safe water for much of the world is one of the
Millennium Development goals, but who’s organizing it? Might
these be roles for Rotarians, for a Rotarians Action Group,
Water?

Water is a CHRONIC DISASTER. We can save a ‘tsunami’s’
worth of people every week by providing water.

WATER IS A SOLVABLE PROBLEM
If we create enough awareness, and help the workers get
organized, they can solve

it faster, cheaper and more

conclusively than they would pursuing their present plans.

We can JOIN efforts largely funded by others, such as the
European Union’s 3:1 matches for the Red Cross for over a
dozen countries.

With so many efforts, there is horrific fragmentation of all the
people doing ‘good deeds’. We can help create the overview and
coordination of the efforts. In that way, we can proceed to
WATER FOR ALL much faster.

ABOUT 20% (1.2 BILLION PEOPLE) OF THE WORLD'S
POPULATION LACK ACCESS TO SAFE DRINKING WATER

Today, water related diseases are the single largest cause (80%)

of human sickness and death in the world

© 25,000 people die every day due to unsafe water

® 400 children under five die every hour due to diarrhea

® Access to water (even when it is not safe) is a major reason for
hardship and suffering

® Many women and children (usually girls) spend up to 6 hours a
day fetching water

* Families often spend up to 25% of their income to purchase
water and then carry it home

® Water is determined to be one of the main underlying sources
of many conflicts in the world
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“More than one billion people do not have access to safe water ...
Rotarians can raise awareness in their communities by helping to build water wells,
fund water conservation, conduct river cleanups, and install sanitation systems.
Water—the world's most precious commodity — is truly a gift of life.”

Glenn E. Estess, Sr.
Past President 2004-2005, Rotary International




