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PARTNERSHIPS HELP DISTRICTS

TO EXPLORE NEW HORIZONS
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Each year when District GSE applications
are submitted to TRF, about 60% of
districts have already arranged a GSE
partnership with another district. ~The
remaining 40% request that TRF find a
GSE partner for them, and must remain
flexible about  their  geographical
preferences and the availability of partner
districts.

In 2004-05, District 3720 of Korea was
paired by TRF with District 3150 of India.
Since the districts had not prearranged
this partnership, they had some concerns
about language differences and the
benefit of such an exchange. Upon arrival
in Korea, the Indian GSE team was
surprised by the similarities between their
country and their host country. The
language challenges did not prevent team
members from learning new techniques in
their professions (the medical
professionals observed eye surgery, for
example). Another team member who
was a professional dancer realized that
traditional Indian dancing had several
similarities to traditional Korean dancing.

Thanks to this GSE, the two districts
formed a friendship that will continue to
grow through joint community projects:
they have recently decided to collaborate
on a drinking water project in India.

Each year, over 30 matching grant
projects are born of GSE relationships. If
districts in your area tend to partner with
the same geographical regions year after
year, encourage them to consider a GSE
pairing with a developing country and to
explore partnerships that might hold
potential for future collaboration!
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The president of the Rotary Club of
Bandung, Indonesia (District 3400), is
pictured with university students from
tsunami-stricken areas of West Java that
will receive support to finish their studies
thanks to a collaboration with Rotary clubs
in District 1610 and 1590. The project is
the result of a centennial year Group

Study Exchange between districts 1610
and 3400.
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A USA-Mexico Group Study Exchange
team stands on the edge of the Barranca

Sinforosa during a break from their Group
Study Exchange scientific exploration.

Group Study Exchange

AN INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM
FOR YOUNG PROFESSIONALS




